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Tenth  Annual  Meeting. 


ACTS  AND  PROCEEDINGS 

Of  the  Sjjnod  of  the  Potomac  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States  at  ita 
Animal  Sessions,  convened  in  General  Convention,  in  Altoona,  Pa.,  in  the 
montlt.  of  Octoher,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  One  Thousand  Eight  Hundred 
and  Ei(jhtji-Two.  The  Sessions  commenced  on  the  evening  of  the  eleventh 
and  continued  until  the  evening  of  the  sixteenth  day  of  the  month,  inclusive, 
at  9  o'clock. 


ARTICLE  I. 
OPENING    OP    SYNOD. 


Th«  Synod  convened  in  General  Convention,  on  Wednesday  eveninfr, 
October  nth,  A.  D.  1882,  at  7.30  o'clock,  in  Christ  Kefornied  Church 
of  Altoona,  Blair  County,  Pa.,  pursuant  to  appointment  of  last  annual 
meeting,  and  was  opened  with  appropriate  religious  services.  The 
President  of  the  previous  Synod,  Rev.  I.  G.  Brown,  })reached  the  opening 
sermon  from  1  Tim.  2:5  and  G, — "For  there  is  one  God,  and  one  medi- 
ator between  God  and  men,  the  man  Christ  Jesu.s;  who  gave  himself  a 
ransom  for  all,  to  be  testified  in  due  time." 


ARTICLE  II. 
MEMBERS    PRESENT.* 

I.    FROM   THE   CLASSIS    OF   MARYLAND. 

Ministers:  Edmund  R.  Eschbach,  D.  D.,  Simon  S.  I\Iiller,  P.  Allison 
Long,  Joel  T.  Rossiter,  Nehemiah  H.  Skyles,  T.  Franklin  ILiffmeier, 
Ambrose  C.  Geary,  Leighton  G.  Kremer,  Marion  L.  Firor,  Silas  M. 
Hench,  and  Charles  F.  Sontag. 

JC/ders :  Christian  Thomas,  William  H.  Haugh,  Goldsborough  S. 
Gritliih,  William  TI.  Harry,  Alexander  Weaver,  Christian  M.  Keedy, 
Jacob  Saum,  Samuel  Rauisburg,  and  J.  Taylor  Motter. 

II.    FROM   THE   CLASSIS   OF   MERCERSBURG. 

Ministers:  William  M.  Deatrick,  Isaac  G.  Brown,  Albert  G.  Dole, 
William  I.  Stewart,  William  C.  Crenicr,  Henry  F.  Long,  J.  David  Miller, 
Henry  S.  Garner,  Isaac  N.  Peightel,  John  M.  Titzel,  D.  1).,  Cyrus  J. 
Musscr,  Cyrus  Cort,  Calvin  S.  Slagle,  Jonas  B.  Shontz,  William  M. 
Andrews,  Simon  Wolf,  Jacob  Ha>:sler,  and  Cyrus  H.  Reiter. 

Elders:  John  Hawk,  John  P.  Reed,  I'sq.,  Jacob  Heyser,  Jacob  Rhodes, 
Josiah  Ritchey,  George  L.  Frcet,  Jonas  C.  Imler,  Jacob  Whitniore, 
Frederick  A.  l)aihl,  Josiah  Koontz,  James  II.  Patterson,  Josiali  Imler, 
^Viiliam  C.  Ritchey,  Benjamin  Hoover,  Henry  Shoenfelt,  James  Smith, 
Joseph  Isenberg,  A.  Jackson  Wisegarver,  and.  Elias  Bartol. 

*  A  considerable  number  of  the  nienilici*s  a]ipeared  \ipon  the  floor  of  Synod 
after  the  first  session.  Hence  tlieir  niuius  do  not  oeeur  in  the  order  in  which 
they  would  appear  had  they  been  present  at  the  lirst  roll-call. 
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III.    FROM   THE   CLAS3IS   OF   VIRGINIA, 

Ministers :  Samuel  N.  Callender,  D.  D.,  John  C.  Bowman,  and  John 
A.  .Hoffheins. 

Elder:  William  A.  Cushwa. 

IV.    FROM   THE   CLASSIS   OF   ZION. 

Minuter s :  Reinhart  Smith,  Reuben  Rahauser,  Israel  S.  W'^isz,  D.  D., 
Alfred  F.  Dreisbach,  Frederick  J.  Sauerber,  and  Jacob  O.  Miller,  D.  D. 
Elders:  Charles  A.  Shultz,  Dietrich  Hildebrand.  and  Aaron  Rodgers. 

V.    FROM   THE   CLASSIS   OF   GETTYSBURG. 

Ministers :  Moses  Kieffer,  D.  D.,  Silas  F.  Laury,  Henry  Hilbish,  and 
David  N.  Dittmar. 

Elders:  Jacob  A.  Hartman,  Michael  Bowman,  Jacob  Hamm,  and 
George  W.  Hartman. 

VI.    FROM   THE   CLASSIS   OF   CARLISLE. 

Ministers:  Francis  S.  Lindamau,  Henry  T.  Spangler,  William  R.  H. 
Deatrich,  and  Amos  H.  Kremer,  D.  D. 

Elders:  Francis  M.  McKeehan,  Benjamin  Titzel,  and  George  Hoo- 
baugh. 

VII.    FROM   THE   CLASSIS   OF   NORTH   CAROLINA. 

Minister:  G.  Dickie  Gurley. 

VIII.    FROM   THE   CLASSIS   OF   SAN   FRANCISCO. 

None  present. 

IX.    FROM   THE   CLASSIS   OP   PORTLAND-OREGON. 

None  present. 

ADVISORY   MEMBERS. 

Charles  F.  McCauley,  D.  D.,  Theodore  Appel,  D.  D.,  Peter  S.  Davis, 
D.  D.,  Rev.  Charles  G.  Fisher,  Rev.  David  B.  Shney,  and  licentiate  Henry 
K.  Binkley,  of  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States; 
Revs.  John  McConnell,  John  W.  Love,  Samuel  R.  Bridenbaugh,  Peter 
C.  Prugh,  Daniel  H.  Leader,  John  W.  Knappenberger,  Calvin  U.  Heil- 
man,  John  M.  Souder,  John  M.  Evans,  and  Elders  William  R.  Barnhart 
and  David  Humphrey,  of  the  Synod  of  Pittsburgh  ;  and  Elders  Isaac  M. 
Neft,  William  Netf,  David  Dunn,  Robert  Tussey,  and  John  D.  Eckerd, 
of  the  Mercersburg  Classis. 

MINISTERS   OF   OTHER   CHURCHES. 

r  The  presence  was  announced  from  time  to  time  of  Revs.  M.  N.  Cor- 
nelius, S.  N.  Moore,  D.  D.,  and  J.  C.  Barr,  of  the  Presbyterian  Church ; 
H.  J.  H.  Lemcke,  J.  J.  Kerr,  H.  Baker,  and  W.  W".  Criley,  of  the 
Lutheran  Church ;  A.  K.  Bell,  D.  D.,  of  the  Baptist  Church ;  and  G. 
Warren  and  J.  B.  Young,  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 


ARTICLE  HI, 
ELECTION    OP   OFFICERS. 

Rev.  N.  H.  Skyles,  Preside)it,  Jefferson,  Md. 

Rev.  I.  S.  Weisz,  Vice-President,  York,  Pa. 

Rev.  W.  M.  Deatrick  is  Stated  Clerk,  Mercersburg,  Pa. 

Rev.  W.  C.  Cremer,  Corresponding  Secretary,  Chambersburg,  Pa, 

Rev.  J.  A.  Hofflieins,  Reading  Clerk,  Martinsburg,  W.  Va, 

Elder  Louis  Markell,  Treasurer,  Frederick,  Md. 


AETICLE   lY. 
RULES    OF    ORDER. 

"  The  rcaflinpj  of  the  Eules  of  Order  was  dispensed  with,  and  the  limits 
constitutin-x  the  Bar  of  the  House  were  defined  to  consist  of  the  first  seven 
pews  from  the  chancel  railina:. 

On  motion,  it  was  ordered  that  hereafter  the  roadinj^  of  a  report  be 
considered  its  reception,  so  as  to  do  away  with  the  practice  of  a  motion 
to  receive  it  after  it  has  been  read. 

The  following  honrs  were  fixed  for  the  opening  and  closing  of  the 
current  sessions  of  the  Synod,  to  wit : 

The  forenoon  session  to  open  at  9  and  close  at  11 J  o'clock.  The  after- 
noon session  to  begin  at  2  and  end  at  41  o'clock.  An  evening  session 
was  held  on  Monday  evening,  beginning  at  71  o'clock. 


ARTICLE  V. 
STANDING    COMMITTEES. 

The  President  appointed  the  following  Standing  Committees,  to  wit: 

Religious  Services:  Revs.  J.  JI.  Titzfl,  A.^G.  Dole,  J.  I).  Miller,  S.  Wolf,  and 
Elders  (i.  L.  Freet,  J.  Rhodes,  and  J.  Hawk. 

Minutes  of  S>/nod :  R<-vs.  W.  M.  Deatrick,  IT.  T.  Spanglcr,  R.  Smith,  S.  M. 
Ileiieh,  andElders  C.  Thomas,  .1.  Ritchev,  and  W.  11.  llau,!,'li. 

Overtures:  Revs.  T.  F.  Hoffineier,  A."  C.  Geary,  H.  S.  Garner,  C.  J.  Musser, 
and  IZlders  A.  Weaver,  J.  II.  Patterson,  and  W.  A.  Cushwa. 

Jlinutcs  of  C/asae)^:  Revs.  S.  S.  Miller,  J.  T.  Ros.siter,  F.  S.  Lindanian,  S.  F. 
Laiiry,  and  Elders  W.  11.  Harry,  J.  AVIiitniore,  and  A.  Rodgers. 

E.rnmination,  Licensure,  anil  Ordination :  Revs.  M.  Kielier,  S.  N.  Callender, 
I.  S.  Weisz,  P.  A.  Long,  and  p:iders  G.  S.  Griffith,  J.  Heyser,  and  J.  Sauni. 

State  of  Religion  and  Statistics:  Revs.  I.  G.  Browii,  D.  N.  Dittniar,  W.  I. 
Stewart,  M.  L.  Firor,  and  Elders  J.  P.  Reed,  C.  A.  Shultz,  and  G.  HooKiiugh. 

I'Jducation :  Revs.  E.  R.  Esohbnch,  W.  C.  Crenier,  J.  U.  Shont/,  II.  F.  Long, 
and  Elders  C.  M.  Keedv,  S.  Ramsburg,  and  F.  A.  Daihl. 

Missions :  Revs.  J.  A.  Hofi'heins,  H.  Hilbish,  L.  G.  Kremer,  R.  Raliauser,  and 
Elders  1).  Hildebrand,  J.  A.  Hartnian,  and  B.  Titzel. 

Publication:  Revs.  C  Cort,  S.  N.  Callender,  1.  N.  Peightel,  II.  T.  Spangler, 
and  Elders  M.  Bowman,  G.  W.  Ilartman,  and  B.  Hoover. 

Finance  :  Revs.  J.  C  Bowman,  C.  J.  Musser,  W.  M.  Andrews,  A.  F.  Dreisbach, 
and  Elders  J.  T.  blotter,  J.  G.  Iniler,  and  J.  Koontz. 

Nominations:  Revs.  A.  C.  Geary,  J.  T.  Rossiter,  G.  D.  Gurley,  C.  S.  Slagle, 
and  Elders  F.  M.  MeKeehan,  J.  Iniler,  and  J.  llannn. 

Ministerial  Ncrrology :  Revs.  F.  J.  Sauerber,  A.  G.  Dole,  W.  I.  Stewart,  F.  S. 
Lindaman,  and  Elders  "C.  A.  Shultz,  W\  C.  Ritchey,  and  W.  II.  Harry. 

ARTICLE  VL 
COMMUNICATIONS. 

1.  The  Minutes  of  the  Classes  of  Zion,  Maryland,  Mercersburg,  Vir- 
ginia, North  Carolina,  Portland-Oregon,  Gettysburg,  and  Carlisle  were 
received  and  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes, 
except  the  Reports  on  the  State  of  Religion  and  the  Statistical  Tables, 
which  were  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  those  subjects. 

2.  The  Annual  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  Synod  was  presented  and 
read,  and  then  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Finance,  for  the 
purpose  of  being  audited. 

3.  Annual  Reports  of  the  Board  of  Education,  of  the  Board  of  Regents 


of  Mercersburg  College,  of  the  Board  of  Visitors,  and  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  Theological  Seminary  were  presented  to  the  Synod  and 
read,  and  tlien  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Education  for 
consideration. 

4.  The  Anntial  Reports  of  the  Board  of  Missions,  of  the  Superintendent 
of  Missions,  and  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Tri-Synodic  Board  of  Missions 
were  received  and  severally  read,  except  that  of  tlie  Superintendent  of 
Missions,  and  then  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Missions  for 
consideration. 

5.  The  Annual  Report  of  the  Publication  Board  of  the  Reformed 
Church  was  laid  before  the  Synod  and  read,  and  then  referred  to  the 
Standing  Committee  on  Publication  for  consideration. 

6.  The  Annual  Report  of  the  Sunday-school  Board  vv^as  submitted  to 
the  Synod,  read,  and  disposed  of  without  reference. 

7.  The  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Synod  was  i^re- 
sented,  read,  and  also  disposed  of  without  reference. 

8.  A  number  of  communications  were  received  and  referred  to  the 
Standing  Committee  on  Overtures. 


ARTICLE  VII. 

RELIGIOUS    SERVICES. 

The  Synod,  during  its  present  sessions,  observed  the  following  religious 
services,  to  wit: 

1.  The  sessions  of  each  day  were  severally  ojiened  and  closed  with 
appropriate  religious  services. 

2.  The  Standing  Committee  on  Religious  Services  rej^orted  as  follows, 
which  was  received  and  adopted  : 

To  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac : 

Your  Committee  on  Religious  Services  begs  leave  to  report  the  following 
appointments : 

CHRIST  REFORMED  CHURCH. 

Thursday  Evening. — Misssionaiy  services,  to  be  conducted  by  the  Committee 
on  Missions. 

Friday  Evening. — Discussion  of  Sunday-school  topics,  to  be  conducted  by  the 
Sunday-school  Board.  , 

Saturday  Evening. — Services  preparatory  to  the  Communion.    Sermon  bv  Rev. 
T.  F.  Jloffmeier. 

Simday  3Iorning. — Communion.     Sermon  by  Rev.  C.  Cort. 

Sunday  Evening. — Sermon  by  Rev.  Dr.  Eschbacli. 

FIRST   PRESBYTERIAN   CHURCH. 
Friday  Evening. — Sermon  by  Rev.  D.  N.  Dittmar. 
Sunday  Evening. — Sermon  by  Rev.  Dr.  Callender. 

SECOND  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH. 
Sunday  Morning. — Sermon  by  Rev.  Dr.  Esclibach. 
Sunday  Evening. — Sermon  by  Rev.  J.  T.  Rossiter. 

FIRST  METHODIST  CHURCH. 
Sunday  Morning. — Sermon  by  Rev.  Dr.  Weisz. 
Sunday  Evening. — Sermon  by  Rev.  Dr.  Kremer. 

SECOND  METHODIST  CHURCH. 
Sunday  Morning. — Sermon  by  Rev.  W.  C.  Cremer. 
Sunday  Evening. — Sermon  by  Rev.  M.  L.  Firor. 


THIRD  METHODIST  CHURCH. 

Sunday  Morning. — Sermon  by  Rev.  J.  D.  Miller. 

SECOND  LUTHERAN  CHURCH. 
Snnday  Morning. — Sermon  by  Rev.  I.  N.  Peightel. 
ISnndaij  Evening. — Sermon  by  Rev.  J.  C.  liowman. 

FOURTH   LUTHERAN  CHURCH. 
Sunday  Morning. — Sermon  by  Rev.  S.  Wolf. 

FIR.ST  BAPTIST  CHURCH. 
Sunday  3Iorning. — Sermon  by  Rev.  J.  Ilassler. 
Sunday  Evening. — Sermon  by  Rev.  W.  1.  Stewart. 

GERMAN   BAPTIST   (TUNKER)   CHURCH. 
Sundiiy  3forning. — Sermon  1>y  Rev.  C.  II.  Reiter. 
Sunday  L'vening.-'Hanixon  by  Rev.  S.  Wolf. 

SECOND  AFRICAN  CHURCH. 
Sunday  Morning. — Sermon  by  Rev.  II.  T.  Spanjjler. 
Sundi.iy  Evening — Sermon  by  Rev.  D.  N.  Dittmar. 

Re.spectfullj'  submitted, 

J.  M.  Titzel,  Chairman. 


AETICLE  YIII. 

MINUTES    OF    SYNOD. 

The  reading  of  the  Minutes  of  the  last  Annual  Meeting  publicly  before 
the  .Synod  was  dispensed  with,  and  the  printed  "Acts  and  Proceedings" 
of  the  last  Annual  Sessions  of  the  Synod  were  referred  to  the  Standing 
Coniiuittee  on  Minutes  of  Synod,  to  report  the  items  of  untinished 
business  that  properly  claimed  the  attention  of  the  present  meeting  of 
the  Synod.  During  the  session  of  Thursday  morning,  this  Committee 
pi'esented  its  report,  which  was  received  and  considered  item  by  item, 
adopted  as  a  whole,  and  is  as  follows : 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTKE  ON  MINUTES  OF  SYNOD. 
To  llie.  Revo'end  Synod  of  the  Potomac  : 

Your  Cfinimittee,  to  whom  were  referred  the  Printed  ^^inutes  of  the  Synod  of 
la.st  year,  after  a  eareful  examination  of  them,  be.^s  leave  to  report  the  followiu'j; 
items,  as, .in  its  judgment,  requiring  the  attention  of  the  present  sessions  of  the 
Synod,  namely : 

Item  1,  page  6.  A  Standing  Committee  on  Ministerial  Necrology  was  appointed, 
whose  duty  it  will  be  to  rejairt  at  the  jjresent  meeting  of  the  Synod,  of  Mhich 
Tommittee  Rev.  II.  Wissler  is  ("hairman. 

Item  2,  piKjc  10.  The  request  of  the  ticneral  Synod  to  the  District  Synods  to 
examine  carefully  and  give  an  expression  of  their  opinion  in  regard  to  the  pro- 
])osed  change.s  in  the  contemphUed  revision  of  tiie  Con.stitution,  with  reference  to 
annual  sessions  of  the  (ieneial  Synod,  election  of  delegates  to  the  General  Synod 
l)y  the  District  Synods  instead  of  tlu^  ("las-^es,  and  coneentration  of  Churcli  work 
in  l.oards  apj)ointed  by  tiie  (iiuieral  Synod,  was  referred  to  a  special  Committee, 
of  which  Rev.  W.  M.  Deatrick  is  Chairman,  witii  instructions  to  report  at  this 
meeting  of  the  Synod. 

Item  8,  ]t(ige.  27.  Tlie  Synod  apjirojiriated  three  hundred  dollars  annually  for 
five  years  to  Mereersburg  College,  to  iielp  meet  tiie  interest  on  its  indebtedness. 

Item  4,  p'(gc  '11.  It  will  be  necessary  for  the  Synod  to  fill  by  election  the 
vacancies  that  will  take  jilace  in  the  Hoard  of  Education,  at  the  close  of  tlie 
present  sessions  of  the  Synod,  by  tlie  expiration  of  the  term  of  service  of  Revs. 
W.  Goodrich,  A.  J.  Heller,  imd  Elder  .1.  Ifeyser. 

Item  5,  2^"9^  28.     It  will  be  the  duty  of  tlie  Synod  to  fill  by  election  the 


vacancies  about  to  occur  in  the  Board  of  Regents  of  Mercersburg  College  of  the 
following  members,  whose  term  of  office  expires  (luring  the  present  month, 
namely,  Elders  A.  R.  Schnebly  and  Louis  Markell,  and  E.  J.  Ron  brake,  Esq. 

Item  (),  page  44.  Thirty-seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  were  ajiportioned  for 
Home  Missions  among  the  several  Classes  constituting  the  Svnod. 

Item  7,  page  44.  Tlie  Classes  are  urgently  enjoined  to  make  every  proper  effort 
to  meet  their  respective  apportionments. 

Item  8,  jOff<7c  44.  The  Classes  are  instructed  to  enjoin  upon  their  pastors  to  take 
up,  during  the  Synod ical  year,  at  such  time  as  may  be  deemed  most  suitable,  a 
collection  in  each  congregation  for  a  Church  Building  Fund. 

Item  9,  page  44.  Iowa  Classis  was  requested  to  place  its  missions  under  the 
Tri-Synodic  Board,  so  far,  at  least,  as  to  report  annually  to  said  Board  their 
condition  and  the  amounts  contributed  for  their  support,  and  $450.00  were 
apportioned  among  the  Classes  of  this  Synod  for  the  support  of  mission  work  in 
tlie  bounds  of  the  Iowa  Classis. 

Item  10,  page  45.  It  becomes  necessary  to  elect  two  members  of  the  Synodic 
Board  of  Missions,  in  order  to  fill  the  vacancies  in  said  Board,  already  existing, 
caused  by  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  service  of  Rev.  J.  O.  Miller  and  Elder  S. 
Dutrow,  which  took  place  on  the  1st  instant. 

Item  11,  ^jagfe  47.  Certain  specific  assessments  are  made  upon  the  several 
Classes  for  tlie  Contingent  Fund  of  the  Synod. 

Item  12,  page  47.  Assessments  are  made  upon  the  Classes  for  meeting  the 
deficiency  in  the  income  of  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Lancaster,  and  tlic 
indebtedness  of  the  Reformed  Church  Publication  Board  to  the  estate  of  Mrs. 
Naomi  Fisher,  deceased. 

Item  13,  pnge  47.  It  will  be  necessary  to  elect  a  member  of  Synod's  Board  of 
Trustees  to  fill  the  place  of  Rev.  W.  R.  H.  Deatrich,  whose  term  of  service  will 
end  January  1st,  A.  D.  1SS3,  agreeably  to  the  charter. 

Item  14,  /)«ge  49.  It  becomes  necessary  to  elect  a  member  of  the  Sunday-school 
Board  to  fill  the  place  of  Rev.  J.  W.  Santee,  whose  term  of  ofiice  expires  at  this 
meeting  of  the  Synod. 

Item  lb,  page  50.  The  authorized  Gettysburg  Classis  was  to  meet  for  organi- 
zation in  Gettysburg,  Pa.,  June  14th,  1882,  on  which  occasion  Rev.  Dr.  Kiefl'er 
was  to  act  as  President. 

Item  16,  page  50.  The  authorized  Carlisle  Classis  was  to  meet  for  organization 
in  Carlisle,  Pa.,  on  the  same  date,  when  Rev.  Dr.  A.  11.  Kremer  was  to  preside. 

Item  17,  page  51.  The  Stated  Clerk  was  instructed  to  have  two  thousand  copies 
of  the  Acts  and  Proceedings  of  the  last  annual  sessions  of  the  Synod  pul^lished  in 
pamphlet  form,  and  to  distribute  them  among  those  entitled  to  receive  Minutes  of 
the  Synod. 

Item  18,  page  56.  The  term  of  office  of  Elder  A.  B.  Wingei'd  as  a  meml)er  of 
the  Publication  Board  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States  will  terminate 
with  the  present  meeting  of  the  Synod,  and  it  will  be  necessary  to  fill  the  vacancy 
by  an  election. 

Item  19,  page  57.  The  Classes  were  requested  to  order  a  collection  for  the 
benefit  of  tlie  Society  for  the  Relief  of  Disabled  Ministers  and  the  Widows  of 
Ministers  of  the  Reformed  Church,  to  be  lifted  in  our  churches  on  or  about  the 
third  Sunday  in  June  of  the  present  year. 

Item  20,  page  57.  The  several  Classes  and  pastoral  charges  still  delinquent  in 
their  apportionments  for  the  Washington  Mission  Chajiel  were  earnestly  urged  to 
take  immediate  steps  to  meet  their  obligations  in  this  matter. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Wm.  M.  Deatrick,  Chairman. 

For  the  action  of  Synod  on  item  1,  see  Article  XXII,  Ministerial 
Necrology ;  on  items  2, 15  and  16,  see  Article  XIX,  Church  Government ; 
on  items  3,  11,  and  12,  see  Article  XV,  Finance ;  items  4,  5,  10,  13,  14, 
and  18  were  severally  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Nomina- 
tions, to  make  the  requisite  nominations;  on  items  6,  7,  8,  9,  and  20,  see 
Article  XIV,  Missions;  on  item  17,  see  Article  XX,  Publication;  and 
on  item  19,  see  Article  XXI,  Miscellaneous. 


ARTICLE  IX. 
OVERTURES. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Overtures  presented  its  report,  which  was 
received  and  acted  ou  item  by  item,  adopted  as  a  whole,  and  is  as 
follows: 

The  Committee  on  Overtures  respectfully  report  the  following : 

lUm.  1.  A  communication  from  the  oflScers  of  the  San  Francisco  Classis,  giving 
some  account  of  the  (k)in<;s  and  the  condition  of  said  Classis. 

lUiii  2.  A  number  of  documents  relating  to  difficulties  in  the  San  Francisco 
Classis. 

Item,  3.  A  communication  from  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Directors  ot  the 
St.  Paul's  Orphans'  Home,  together  with  an  appeal  for  help. 

Item  4.  A  communication  from  the  President  of  the  lioard  of  Managers  and 
the  Superintendent  of  tlie  Bethany  Orphans'  Home. 

Item  5.  A  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners 
for  Foreign  Missions,  calling  the  attention  of  the  Synod  to  what  has  been  done 
in  the  work  of  Foreign  Missions,  and  the  necessity  for  an  assistant  to  missionary 
Gring. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

T.  F.  HOFF.MEIER,  Chairman. 

For  the  action  of  Synod  on  items  1,  2,  3,  and  4,  see  Article  XXI, 
Miscellaneous  ;  and  on' item  5,  see  Article  XIV,  Missions. 

ARTICLE  X. 
MINUTES    OF    CLASSES. 

The  Standing  Committee  ou  Minutes  of  Classes  presented  its  report, 
during  the  session  of  Saturday  morning,  which  was  disposed  of  item  by 
item,  amended,  theu  adopted  as  a  whole,  and  is  as  follows : 
To  the  Reverend  Synod  of  the  Potomac: 

Your  Committee  on  the  Minutes  of  the  Classes  begs  leave  to  submit  the 
following  report:  rj-     , 

The  Minutes  of  Maryland,  Mercersburg,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  Zion  s, 
Portland-Oregon,  Gettvsburg,  and  Carlisle  Classes  were  retVrrcd  to  tlie  Com- 
mittee. Upon  a  caretul  examination  of  them,  we  tiud  the  following  items 
claiming  attention,  to  wit : 

I.   IRREGULAKITIES. 

1.  Zion's  Classis  failed  to  commence  its  annual  meeting  with  a  sermon,  a.s 
required  bv  the  Constitution  of  the  Church. 

2.  The  "same  Classis  neglected  to  take  action  on  item  3  of  the  Report  on 
Minutes  of  Svnod. 

3.  North  Carolina  Classis  held  a  special  meeting,  of  which  only  eleven  days 
notice  wiis  given. 

4.  The  same  Classis  failed  to  read  and  adopt  the  minutes  of  special  meetings 
held  October  1st,  1881,  and  June  14th,  18^2,  and  also  the  minutes  of  the  last  day's 
session  of  the  annual  meeting. 

5.  Portland-Oregon  Classis  failed  to  convene  at  the  place  fixed  by  the  previous 
annual  meeting. 

6.  The  same  Classis  neglected  to  give  the  hour  at  which  it  convenes  next  year. 

7.  Gettysburg  Classis  organized  on  the  7th  of  June  instead  of  the  14th,  as 
directed  by  the  Svnod. 

8.  Carlisle  Classis  organized  on  the  13th  of  June  instead  of  the  14th,  as  ordered 
to  do  by  the  Synod. 

IT.   BEQUESTS  AND  KECOMMENDATIONS, 

9.  Mercersburg  Classis  requests  the  Synod  to  form  a  new  Cla.«sis  out  of  that 


10 

portion  of  her  present  territory  lying  north  and  west  of  Fulton  County,  to  be 
called  the  Juniata  Classis,  tlie  organization  not  to  go  into  efl'ect  until  after  the 
next  annual  meeting  of  Mercersburg  Classis. 

10.  Zion's  Classis  requests  tlie  Synod  to  excuse  it  for  the  i^resent  from  the 
payment  of  the  Wasliington  ]\Iission  Chapel  apportionment,  and  asks  tlie  Synod 
to  distribute  the  unpaid  amount  of  said  apportionment  among  the  Classes  of  Zion, 
Gettysburg,  and  Carlisle. 

11.  Portland-Oregon  Classis  requests  the  Sjniod  to  designate  how  much  it  will 
appropriate  to  a  ilission  House  in  said  Classis. 

12.  Carlisle  Classis  requests  the  Synod  to  look  with  forbearance  upon  its 
changing  the  time  of  its  organization. 

13.  The  same  Classis  asks  the  Synod  to  publish  its  statistics  in  connection  with 
the  names  of  juinisters  and  i>astoral  cliarges  belonging  to  it. 

III.    APPEALS  AND   COMPLAINTS. 
No  appeals  or  complaints  to  the  Synod  are  found  in  the  Minutes  of  the  Classes. 
IV.    SUBJECTS  KEFEKRED   TO  THE  CLASSES. 

14.  All  the  Classes  took  ftworable  action  upon  tlie  subjects  referred  to  tliem, 
with  the  exception  of  Zion's  Classis  on  Church  Building  Fund,  and  North 
Carolina  Classis  on  assessments  for  Tiieological  Seminary  and  Publication  Board, 
and  in  i>art  also  on  Contingent  Fund. 

V.    LICENSED,    ORDAINED,   RECEIVED,    AND   DISMISSED. 

15.  Maryland  Classis  received  the  Rev.  Elias  Welty,  M.  D.,  from  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Cliurch  South,  and  the  Ilev.  Louis  F.  Zinkhan  from  the  Lancasrer 
Classis  of  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States;  and  dismissed 
the  Rev.  Jonas  B.  Sliohtz  to  the  Mercersburg  Classis. 

16.  Mercersburg  Classis  received  the  Rev.  George  AV.  Aughinbaugh,  D.  D., 
from  the  Lebanon  Classis,  the  Rev.  Jonas  B.  Siiontz  from  the  Maryland  Classis, 
the  Rev.  William  M.  Andrews  from  the  Eastern  Ohio  Classis,  and  the  Rev. 
Euse))ius  n.  Dieifenbacher  from  the  Philadelphia  Classis ;  and  dismissed  the  Rev. 
Daniel  H.  Leader  to  tlie  Clarion  Classis,  the  Revs.  George  B.  Russell,  D.  D.,  and 
.J.  Alvin  Reber  to  the  Lebanon  Classis,  and  the  licentiate  Albert  A.  Black  to  the 
Miami  Classis. 

17.  Zion's  Classis  received  the  licentiate  James  R.  Lewis  from  the  Tohickou 
Classis,  and  dismissed  him  to  the  Carlisle  Classis. 

18.  Virginia  Classis  licensed  Christian  W.  Summey. 

19.  North  Carolina  Clas.sis  received  t!ie  Rev.  Alexander  S.  Vaughan  from  tlie 
Presbytery  of  West  Jersey;  and  dismissed  the  Rev.  Jesse  W.  Cecil  to  tiie 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  South. 

20.  Portland-Oregon  Classis  ordained  the  licentiates  Albert  Kreuter  and 
Frederick  Ewald  to  the  work  of  the  holy  ministry. 

21.  Carlisle  Classis  received  the  licentiate  James  R.  Lewis  from  the  Zion's 
Classis,  and  ordained  him  to  the  work  of  the  Christian  ministry. 

VI.    PLACE  AND  TIME  OF  THE  NEXT  ANNUAL  MEETINGS  OF  THE  CLASSES. 

22.  Maryland  Classis  will  meet  in  St.  Paul's  Church  of  Westminster,  Carroll 
County,  JId.,  May  23d,  A.  D.  1883,  at  7.30  o'clock  P.  M.  Rev.  A.  C.  Geary, 
President;  and  Rev.  S.  S.  Miller,  Stated  Clerk  and  Treasurer. 

23.  Mercersburg  Classis  will  meet  in  Greencastle,  Franklin  County,  Pa.,  May 
16th,  A.  D.  1883,  at  7.30  o'clock  P.  M.  Rev.  J.  D.  Miller,  Fresident;  and  Rev.  W. 
^I.  Deatrick,  Stated  Clerk  and  Treasurer. 

24.  Zion's  Classis  will  meet  in  Canandochly  Church,  York  County,  Pa.,  Jfay 
18th,  A.  D.  1883,  at  10  o'clock  A.  M.  Rev.  J.  O.  Miller,  President;  Rev.  F.  J. 
Sauerber,  Stated  Clerk;  and  Elder  C.  A.  Shultz,  Treasurer. 

2.5.  Virginia  Classis  will  meet  in  Harrisville,  Shenandoah  County,  Va.,  JIny 
16th,  A.  D.  1883,  at  7.30  P.  M.  Rev.  S.  L.  Whitmore,  President;  Rev.  B.  R. 
Carnahan,  Stated  Clerk;  and  Rev.  J.  A.  Hofflieins,  Treasurer. 

26.  North  Carolina  Classis  will  meet  in  Pilgrim  Church,  Davidson  County, 
N.  C,  May  21th,  a.  d.  1883,  at  11  o'clock  a.  m.  Rev.  J.  Ligold,  President;  Rev. 
G.  W.  Welker,  Stated  Clerk ;  and  Rev.  T.  Long,  Treasurer. 

27.  Portland-Oregon  Classis  will  meet  in  St.  Peter's  Church,  Oregon  City, 
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Oregon,  June  14th,  A.  D.  1S83.    Rev.  J.  Gantenbein,  President;  Rev.  F.  Ewald, 
/Stated  Clerk ;  and  Elder  F.  Kellernieier,  Treasurer. 

28.  Gettysburg  Classis  will  meet  in  New  Oxford,  Adam.s  County,  Pa.,  May 
24th,  A.  D.  1S83,  at  7.30  r.  M.  Rev.  M.  Kieffer,  President;  Rev.  W.  K.  Zieber, 
Stated  Clerk;  and  Elder  H.  J.  Myers,  Treasurer. 

29.  Carlisle  Classi.s  will  meet  in  Suli)hur  Spring  Church,  Cumberland  County, 
Pa.,  May  24tli,  A.  D.  1SS3,  at  8  o'clock  P.M.  llev.  A.  H.  Krenier,  President; 
Rev.  J.  il.  Jlickly,  Stated  Clerk;  and  Rev.  U.  II.  Ileilnian,  Treasurer, 

Respectfully  submitted, 

S.  S.  Miller,  Chairman. 

Items  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  and  15  to  29  inclusive,  were  severally 
adopted.  For  the  action  of  the  Synod  on  items  9,  12,  and  13,  see  Article 
XIX,  Church  Government;  on  items  10  and  14, see  Article  XV,  Finance; 
and  on  item  11,  see  Article  XIV',  Missions. 


ARTICLE   XI. 
EXAMINATION,  LICENSURE,    AND    ORDINATION. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Examination,  Licensure,  and  Ordination 
reported  as  follows,  which  Avas  received  and  adopted,  to  wit: 

Your  Committee  on  Examination,  Licensure,  and  Ordination  begs  leave  to 
rei>()rt  that,  no  references  being  made  to  it,  the  Committee  found  no  duties  to 
perform. 

S.  N.  Callender,  Chairman. 


ARTICLE  XII. 

STATE    OF   RELIGION    AND    STATISTICAL    REPORTS. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  the  State  of  Religion  and  Statistical 
Reports  presented  its  report,  during  the  session  of  Monday  evening, 
which  was  received,  amended,  and  adopted,  as  follows: 

Reverend  Fathers  and  Brethren  : 

The  Committee  on  the  State  of  Religion  and  Statistical  Rei)orts  offers  the 
following  report : 

lu  reviewing  the  Classical  Reports  laid  before  your  honorable  body,  the  fact  of 
trials  and  temi)tations,  of  difficulties  and  discouragements,  is  presented  to  the 
mind,  and  yet  withal,  also,  the  fact  of  inore  abounding  victories  and  blessings, 
so  thai  we  are  en:d)led  to  sav  :  "  Truly,  God  is  good  to  Israel."  We  have  reason, 
first  of  all,  to  make  full  acknowledgment  of  God's  love  and  mercy  to  us  during 
the  past  year.  In  general,  good  health  has  prevailed  among  our  ministers  ami 
people,  ami  a  soiuul  mind  in  a  sound  body  is  a  blessing  of  great  magnitude.  And 
still  greater  is  the  blessing  of  vouchsafim,'  to  us  the  use  of  the  means  of  grace  and 
salvation.  Our  sanctuaries  were  regularly  open,  and  the  doctrines  of  the  Gosptd 
preached  in  our  congregations  in  their  purity,  agreeably  to  the  Word  of  God  anil 
the  standards  of  our  Church. 

According  to  the  Classical  Reports,  the  great  work  of  the  Church  of  redeeming 
men,  as  it  relates  to  the  beginning  and  the  future  progress  and  unfolding  ot 
the  Christian  life  and  character,  was  regularly  and  earnestly  carried  forward. 
Adhering  firmly  to  the  truth  of  man's  utter  helplessness  in  his  natural  state,  the 
fearful  and  total  depravity  of  human  nature  and  the  consequent  need  of  redemi)- 
tion  are  deeply  felt.  "  Except  a  man  be  born  of  water  and  of  the  Spirit,  he  cannot 
enter  into  tlie  kingdom  of  <!od."  Our  blessed  Lord  instituted  the  Sacrament  ot 
Baptism  for  the  remission  of  sin.  Hence  it  is  called  "  the  washing  of  regenera- 
tion," and  "the  washing  away  of  sins."  And  the  words  of  the  Lord  Jesus  are: 
"Suffer  the  little  cbihlren  to  come  unto  Me,  and  forbid  them  not;  for  of  sucii 
is  the  kingdom  of  God."  The  baptism  of  children  was  faithfully  atterwled  to, 
according  to  our  Lord's  commission  to  His  apostles:  "All  power  is  given  unto 
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Me  in  heaven  and  in  earth.  Go  ye,  therefore,  and  teach  all  nations,  baptizing 
them  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost:  teaching 
tiiem  to  observe  all  things  wliatsoever  I  have  commanded  you  :  and,  lo,  I  am  with 
you  ahvay,  even  unto  the  end  of  the  world."  "  And  of  Zion  it  shall  be  said,  This 
and  that  man  was  born  in  her :  and  the  Highest  Himself  shall  establish  her." 

The  training  of  these  baptized  children  in  the  knowledge  of  spiritual  and 
heavenly  things,  according  to  the  peculiar  genius  and  distinctive  character  of 
our  Church,  has  been  receiving  continued  attention.  To  the  question,  are  the 
catechising  of  the  children,  the  instruction  of  the  youth,  and  the  introduction  of 
members  into  the  Church,  faithfully  attended  to,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  Reformed  Church?  the  unhesitating  and  lirm  response, 
on  the  part  of  our  eldershij:),  was, — they  are.  Upon  these  children  tlie  blessing 
of  Confirmation  was  bestowed,  as  their  full  and  formal  consecration  to  God's  holy 
service.  Thus  there  has  been  a  regular  and  constant  transition  from  the  baptized 
t<j  the  communicant  membership  of  the  Church.  "  Those  that  be  phiuted  in  the 
house  of  the  Lord  shall  flourish  in  the  courts  of  our  God." 

The  Christian  life,  like  all  other  life,  needs  nourishment.  Christ  is  the  bread 
of  heaven.  He  that  cometli  to  Him  shall  never  hunger,  and  he  that  believeth  on 
Him  shall  never  thirst.  "  E.xcept  ye  eat  tlie  flesh  of  the  Son  of  man,  and  drink 
His  blood,  ye  have  no  life  in  you."  "  He  that  eateth  Me,  even  he  shall  live  by 
Me."  The  Sacrament  of  Love  is  highly  esteemed  by  the  brethren,  aud  regularly 
observed.  We  read  of  the  refreshing  seasons  of  many  of  the  congregations  in  tiie 
several  Classes  of  our  Synod,  and  our  people  are  looking  forward  hopefully  to  the 
final  consummation  of  redemption  and  bliss  in  the  resurrection  of  the  just. 
"  Whoso  eateth  My  flesh,  and  drinketh  My  blood,  hath  eternal  life;  and  I  will 
raise  him  up  at  the  last  day." 

The  people  of  God,  occupying  such  a  position  in  His  kingdom  on  earth, — fed 
and  nourished  by  heavenly  manna,  and  drinking  of  the  water  of  life  freely, — will 
abound  in  all  that  is  good,  and  holy,  and  lieavenly.  The  fruits  of  the  Spirit  will 
appear.  Hence  apportionments  are  paid,  a  missionary  spirit  revived,  an  increase 
of  benevolent  contributions  reported,  jjrayer  meetings  better  attended,  the  Sunday- 
school  cause  promoted,  and  orphan  homes  fostered,  the  means  of  grace  more 
faitlifully  used,  and  many,  both  old  and  young,  have  entered  the  fold.  Tlie 
attendance  upon  divine  service  is  reported  good,  and  mainly  peace  and  good-will 
prevail  among  our  people  and  pastors. 

C;hristian  education  has  also  received  a  due  share  of  attention.  Mercershurg 
College  has  been  re-opened  by  its  Board  of  Regents,  under  the  prineipalship  of 
Dr.  G.  W.  Aughinbaugh,  an  efficient  and  experienced  teacher  of  youth.  May 
we  not  cherish  the  hope  that  this  cause  will  enlist,  to  a  still  deeper  degree,  the 
sympathy  and  co-oi)eration  of  the  membershiiJ  and  ministry  of  the  Synod  of  the 
Potomac. 

During  the  Synodical  year  just  closed,  God  in  His  infinite  wisdom  has  seen  fit 
to  call  two  of  our  brethren,  the  Rev.  Wm.  F.  Colliflower  and  the  Rev.  Daniel 
Gring,  from  their  labors  on  earth  to  their  reward  in  heaven.  As  good  and  faithful 
servants  they  were  ready  for  the  crown.  Let  us  who  remain  work  on  in  faitli 
and  hojie  while  it  is  day,  for  our  night  will  also  come. 

And  now,  all  honor  and  glory  be  unto  the  Father,  and  the  Son,  and  the  Holy 
Ghost.    Amen. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

I.  G.  Brown,  Chairman. 

[For  the  Statistical  Tables  see  Appendix.] 


ARTICLE   XIII. 

EDUCATION. 

The  Board  of  Education  presented  its  annual  report  to  the  Synod, 
during  the  session  of  Friday  morning,  which  was  received  and  then 
referred  to  the  Standing  Conamittee  on  Education.  The  report  is  as 
follows : 
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REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD   OF  EDUCATION. 

To  the  Reverend  Synod  of  the  Potomac: 

The  Board  of  Eilucation  begs  leave  to  present  to  you  the  following  annual 
report  of  its  operations  for  the  last  fiscal  or  Synodical  year. 

The  Board  was  duly  organized  by  the  election  of  Rev.  Wni.  C.  Cremer  as 
President,  Rev.  I.  G.  Brown  as  Secretitry,  and  Rev.  Wm.  M.  Deatrick  as  Treasurer, 
and  the  re-appointnient  of  tlic  E.veeutive  Committee  of  the  previous  year,  con- 
sisting of  the  iiresent  officers  of  tlie  Board. 

The  Board  had  under  its  care  and  supervision,  during  the  past  Synodical  year, 
five  beneficiary  students,  to  whom  funds  were  furnished.  One  of  them  completed 
his  full  collegiate  and  theological  course  of  study  last  May,  and  was  regularly 
licensed  to  preach  tlie  Gosjiel  by  the  Virginia  Classis  at  its  last  annual  meeting. 
At  present  we  have  only  four  beneficiary  students  to  supply  with  the  usual 
appropriation  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  dt)llars  each  jjcr  year.  Two  of  these 
were  referred  to  the  care  of  the  Board  "by  the  Maryland  ("lassis,  and  two  by  the 
Mercersburg  Classis.  The  two  Classes  just  named,  together  with  the  Virginia 
Classis,  are  the  only  Classes  constituting  the  Synod  that  couiidy  with  the  consti- 
tutional requirement  of  carrying  on  their  beneficiary  ojjcrations  through  Synod's 
Board  of  Education.  Hence  the  sums  received  and  disbursed  in  coiuluoting  this 
arm  of  Church  work,  as  embraced  in  our  present  report,  necessarily  are  much  les.s 
than  they  would  be  did  all  the  Classes  co-operate  with  the  Board  and  obey  the 
letter  and  spirit  of  the  Constitution  in  the  matter. 

The  Board  feels  again  impelled  to  direct  the  earnest  attention  of  the  Synod, 
as  well  as  the  prayerful  consideration  of  the  entire  Church,  to  the  gradually 
diminishing  number  of  young  men  preparing  for  the  responsible  work  of  the  holy 
ministry,  and  urgentlyrequests  the  Synod  to  devise  such  means  and  measure-s 
as  shall  tend  to  remedy  the  evil  just  referred  to,  and  which  threatens  deplorable 
results  unless  speedily'counteracted.  The  number  of  vacant  charges  and  mission 
stations  is  annually  increasing.  Surely  the  laborers  are  inadequate  to  gather  the 
ri])ening  harvest.     Ami  where  rests  the  blame  for  this  lamentable  state? 

La.st  April  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  received  the  remainder  of  the  bequest  of 
Samuel  Bussard,  deceased,  of  Friend's  Cove,  Bedford  County,  Pa.,  being  .$282.09. 
This  sum,  together  with,  the  $.S0().0()  previously  reeeivecl  from  the  same  source, 
makes  ?:.5,S2.6y,  the  entire  amount  of  the  decedent's  estate,  after  the  payment  of 
debts  and  exix-nses.  About  ten  years  ago  Mr.  Bussard,  who  was  childless  and 
advanced  in  years,  sought  the  advice  and  counsel  of  his  pastor  in  regard  to  making 
a  ))roi>er  disposal  of  his  worldly  resources,  amounting  to  only  a  few  hundred 
dollars.  His  pa.stor  gave  him  Dr.  Harbaugh's  excellent  little  book.  The  Lord's 
Portion,  to  read,  and  thus  enabled  him  to  decide  the  matter  for  himself.  After 
reading  it  repeatedly,  as  he  stated,  he  sent  for  his  ])astor,  and  retpiested  him  to 
draw  up  his  last  will  and  testament.  After  making  suitable  provision  for  his 
afllicted  wife  during  her  lifetime,  he  bequeathed  all  his  ren\aining  ))roj)erty  to 
the  Lord,  giving  it  to  the  cause  of  beneficiary  education.  The  Lord's  Portion 
etilighteneil  his  mind  to  dispose  in  this  manner  of  his  small  means.  And  why 
should  not  many  do  likewise? 

The  greater  jmrtion  of  this  legacy  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board,  by  and  with  the 
advice  of  the  Executive  Committee,  in  the  early  ])art  of  the  present  year,  invested 
safely  in  a  first  mortgage  loan,  which  recently  yielded  thirty  dollars  interest. 

The  Treasurer  of  the  Board  hereby  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  the  following 
contributions  for  beneficiary  education  during  the  last  fiscal  year,  to  wit: 

SYNOPSIS  OF  treasurer's  REPORT. 
Maryland  Classis. 

From  First  Reformed  Church  of  Baltimore,  $30.00;  Evangelical  Reforme<l 
Church  of  Frederick,  . '$30.00 ;  llagerstown  Charge,  .$28.00;  Westminster  Charije. 
$27.72;  Middh'town  Church,  .■i2i;.(i(i:  Cavetown  Charge,  .$20.00;  (ilade  Change, 
$20.00;  Third  Iteformed  Cluireh  of  Baltimore,  .$20.00;  Manchester  Charge,  $17.00; 
Clear  Spring  Charge,  $12.00;  .Mount  Moriah  Charge,  $10.00;  Burkittsville 
Charge,  $3.50;  and  Mount  Tleasaut  Charge,  $3..50.     Making  .$247.72. 
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Mercersburg  Classis. 
Altoona  Church,  $40.00;  Mercersburg  Church,  $20.00;  Chambersburg  Church, 
$15,00;  Waterstreet  Charge,  $15.00;  Martinsburg  Charge,  $10.00;  Woodcock 
Valley  Charge,  $10.00 ;  St.  Clairsville  Charge,  $10.00;  Mont  Alto  Charge,  $10.00 : 
Friend's  Cove  Charge,  $10.00 ;  Schellsburg  Charge,  $10.00 ;  Clover  Creek  Church, 
$10.00;  Bedford  Church,  $7.50;  Dunmng's  Creek  Charge,  $7.50;  Everett  Charge, 
$5.46 ;  Greenfield  Charge,  $5.00 ;  Hickory  Bottom  Charge,  $5.00 ;  Yellow  Creek 
Charge,  $5.00 ;  Huntingdon  Charge,  $5.00 ;  St.  Thomas  Charge,  $5.00;  Shippens- 
burg  Church,  $5.00;  Loudon  Charge,  $5.00;  McConnellsburg  Charge,  $4.60;  and 
Waynesboro  Charge,  $1.50,    Making  $221.56. 

Virginia  Classis. 
Per  Treasurer ,        ,        .    $    85  00 

Legacy  and  Interest  on  Legacies. 

Balance  of  bequest  of  Samuel  Bussard,  late  of  Friend's  Cove,  Pa.       .  282  09 

Interest  on  Absalom  Rinker's  legacv  per  Treasurer  of  Virginia  Classis  60  00 

"          First  Mortgage  Loan  of  $500.00 30  00 

"          Jacob  Stoudenour's  legacy  per  Treasurer  of  Synod     .        .  12  00 

RECAPITULATION. 

Summary  of  Receipts. 

Balance  in  Treasury  at  last  report,  October  17th,  1881  ....  786  80 

Keceived  from  the  Maryland  Classis 247  72 

"           "           ilercersburg   "    .         .         .         .     *  .         .        .         .  221  56 

"           "           Virginia           " 85  00 

Remainder  of  bequest  of  Samuel  Bussard 282.  09 

Interest  on  Absalom  Rinker's  legacv 60  00 

"         First  Mortgage  Loan  of  "$500.00 30  00 

"         Jacob  Stoudenour's  legacy 12  00 

Total  Receipts $1725  17 

Summary  of  Payments. 

Paidfor  First  Mortgage  Loan  of  $500.00 $484  25 

"    beneficiary  students  of  Maryland  Classis 320  00 

"              "              "              Mercersburg    " 150  00 

"              "              "              Virginia          " 112  50 

"    for  postage,  revenue  stamps,  etc, 1  50 

October  10th,  1882.     Balance  in  Treasury 656  92 

Total  Payments ,        .        .        .    $1725  17 

Respectfully  submitted  by 

The  Board  of  Education. 

We  do  hereby  certify  that  we  have  carefully  audited  the  account  of  Rev.  Wm. 
M.  Deatrick,  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Education  of  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac, 
by  vouchers,  and  find  the  same  to  be  correct. 

The  foregoing  Synopsis  and  Recapitulation  of  Receipts  and  Expenditures  are  a 
true  and  faithful  statement  of  the  same.  There  is  a  balance  in  the  Treasury,  at 
this  time,  of  $656.92.  I.  G.  BROWN,  )  c^mrrmitfep 

Mercersburg,  Pa.,  October  9th,  1882.  J.  Hassler,    J  ^omimuee. 


REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  REGENTS  OF  MERCERSBURG  COLLEGE. 

The  Board  of  Regents  of  Mercersburg  College  presented  its  annual 
report  to  the  Synod,  during  the  session  of  Saturday  morning,  which  was 
received  and  then  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Education. 
The  report  is  as  follows : 

To  the  Reverend  Synod  of  the  Potomac : 

The  Board  of  Regents  of  Mercersburg  College  begs  leave  to  present  the  follow- 
ing anniuxl  report : 

The  organization  of  the  Board  remains  the  same  that  it  was  one  year  ago,  with 
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the  exception  that  Rev.  Wm.  I.  Stewart  was  duly  elected  the  Secretary  of  the 
Hoard  at  its  tirst  ineuting  after  the  adjouriiiiu-iit  of  tlie  htf-t  Synod.  The  Hour  1 
I'.eld  two  meetiniTs  (Uiriiii,'  the  past  Syiiodical  year,  and  atte-.ided  to  the  interests 
of  the  College,  carrying  out  the  exj)resscd  wishes  of  the  Synod  so  far  as  p<)ssil)le. 

The  educational  work  of  the  Institution  lias  gone  forward  regularly  during  the 
year,  under  tlie  same  i)lan  and  arrangement  repnrtcd  to  the  Synod  at  AVayncs- 
horo.  Tlie  patronage  of  tlie  College  has  gradually  increased,  until  upwards  of 
forty  pupils  are  uow  in  attendance.  The  number  of  Ixiardiiig  scliolars  is  larger 
than  at  any  former  time,  since  the  re-ojiening  of  the  College  in  Sejitemher  of  last 
year.     A  number  of  accessions  are  still  exj>ected  between  now  and  Christmas. 

The  students  have  conducted  themselves  with  marked  j)ri>priety,  and  have 
generally  made  very  coinmemlaljle  (progress  in  their  sevi'ral  branches  of  studv, 
as  was  quite  manifest  to  the  patrons  and  friends  of  the  Institution  at  the  public 
examinations  held  last  June,  at  the  end  of  the  schola.stic  year.  At  which  time 
a  public  entertainment,  consisting  of  recitations,  e.<s;iys,  orations,  and  music, 
furnished  by  the  Institution  itself  was  given,  in  the  Ileformed  Church  of  Mer- 
cersburg,  creditable  alike  to  stiulents  and  instructors. 

Considerable  repairs  have  been  made  to  the  i)roperty  that  were  absolutely 
necessary,  in  the  shajie  of  re-painting  outside  and  inside,  as  well  as  pajicring  some 
of  the  rooms,  and  new  stej)s  in  front  of  the  Seminary  building.  Most  of  the  funds 
required  to  meet  these  repairs  and  improvements  were  ]>rovi<led  by  a  festival  held 
at  the  close  of  the  College  year  last  June,  gotten  up  by  the  young  ladies  and 
gentlemen  connected  with  the  College,  and  by  contributions  given  by  friends  for 
the  specific  puri)ose. 

In  a  general  way,  the  Board,  with  gratitude  to  the  Lord,  is  happy  in  being  able 
to  rejjort  to  the  Synod  that  ^lercersburg  College  is  in  a  much  better  condition 
financially  than  was  the  case  one  year  ago,  when  it  Mas  the  })rivi]ege  of  the  Hoard 
to  report  a  marked  change  in  the  finances  for  the  better  over  that  of  two  years 
ago,  when  all  was  gloom  and  darkness.  The  creditors  have  kindly  exercised 
patience  and  forbearance  during  the  i)ast  Synodical  year,  sotiuit  in  this  particular 
the  Board  has  had  coiniiaratively  smooth  sailing  since  our  last  report  to  the 
Synod.  Settlements  have  been  effected  with  a  number  of  the  crediti>rs,  who  were 
willing  to  compromise  by  making  very  considerable  reductions  in  their  claims, 
which  have  thus  been  wijjcd  out.  Fully  four  thousand  dollars  of  the  indebtedness, 
reported  to  the  Synod  iit  AVoodstock  two  years  ago,  have  been  cancelled  since 
then,  so  that  the  indebtedness  of  the  College  is  less  than  eleven  thousand  dollars, 
all  told,  at  the  jiresent  time. 

Your  Board  gratefully  accepts  the  aid  promised  by  the  Synod  of  Waynesboro, 
of  three  liundrcd  dollars  annually  for  five  years,  towards  meeting  the  interest  uixm 
the  indebtedness  of  the  Institution,  and  hereby  also  acknowledges  the  ])aynicnt, 
during  the  summer,  of  the  first  installment  thereof  by  Synod's  Treasurer." 

In  conclusion,  the  Board  resjiectfully  reipiests  the  i)atronage  and  hearty  co- 
operation of  the  ministry  and  membership  of  the  Church,  especially  within  our 
Synodical  bounds,  in  carrying  forward  the  work  of  Christian  education  at  Mer- 
cersburg,  and  thus  to  utilize  the  valuable  buildings  jdaeed  there,  almost  half  a 
century  ago,  by  the  prayers  and  pious  cliorts  of  devout  Christians. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted,  in  behalf  of  tlie  Board  of  Regents  of 
Mcrcersburg  College. 

Wm.  >r.  Dkateick,  President. 


REPORT  OF   BOARD  OF  VISITORS  OF  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY. 

The  following  is  the  Report  of  the  I?o:ird  of  Visitors  of  the  Theological 
Seminary,  as  ftirnished  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Board,  which  was  referred 
to  the  Standing  CoinniiUce  of  Education,  after  having  been  first  read, 
to  wit: 

I'o  the  Reverend  Synod  of  the  Potomac: 

The  undersi'/ned  respectfully  ])re.sents  the  following  as  the  Annual  Report  of 
the  Board  of  Visitors  of  the  Theidogical  Seminary: 

The  following  i)er.sons  were  admitted  to  the  .Junior  Cla.ss  at  the  beginning  of 
the  Seminary  year,  three  in  number:  Theodore  Funk,  Calvin  B.  Heller,  and 
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Lewis  Reiter.  The  two  latter  are  graduates  of  Franklin  and  Marshall  College. 
Mr.  Funk  had  received  his  training  in  a  gymnasium  before  he  came  to  this 
country  from  Germany.  Mr.  Reiter,  after  remaining  a  sliort  time  in  the  Seminary, 
embraced  what  he  considered  a  good  opportunity  to  teach  school  for  a  year.  He 
thought  in  this  way  he  might  accumulate  funds,  so  as  to  complete  his  studies 
hei'eafter  with  less  assistance  from  the  Church. 

The  members  of  the  Senior  Class,  five  in  number,  having  completed  the  pre- 
scribed course  of  study  in  the  Seminary,  and  having  sustained  a  creditable  ex- 
amination in  the  presence  of  the  Board,  received  the  usual  testimonial,  setting 
forth  these  facts,  at  the  anniversary  of  tlie  Seminary  iu  May  last.  Their  names 
are  as  follows :  Wilson  D.  Douat,  George  W.  Kerschner,  James  R.  Lewis,  Jacob 
J.  Rothrock,  and  Christian  W.  Summey. 

With  one  exception  they  have  all  found  places  in  the  Master's  vineyard,  mostly 
in  missionary  fields,  and  are  now  occupying  posts  of  usefulness  in  the  ministry. 

Of  the  Middle  Class,  twelve  in  all,  three  were  absent  from  the  Seminary  during 
the  year,  for  reasons  that  were  deemed  satisfactory  to  the  Faculty  and  the  Board. 
All  "the  rest  of  the  students  in  attendance,  sixteen  in  number,  pursued  their  studies 
without  interruption  during  the  year.  Their  Christian  conduct  and  their  progress 
iu  their  studies  were  good,  and  their  examinations  satisfactory. 

As  the  number  of  students  in  the  Seminary  was  considerably  smaller  than 
during  previous  years,  the  Board  requested  the  Secretary  to  direct  the  attention 
of  the  difierent  Synods  to  the  subject  in  his  annual  report.  The  decrease  referred 
to  is  owing  to  various  causes,  but  mostly  to  some  general  cause  which  has  been 
operating  in  the  different  churches  of  this  country,  as  their  seminaries  have  the 
same  experience  to  report  as  our  own.  A  few  years  ago  it  was  our  pleasure  to 
report  that  the  sujiply  of  ministers  was  nearly  or  quite  equal  to  the  demand. 
This,  however,  is  not  the  case  at  the  present  time.  Nearly  all  the  ministers  in 
this  part  of  our  Church,  who  have  health  and  strength,  are  engaged  in  the  active 
duties  of  the  ministry;  but  there  are  vacant  charges  and  missionarj^  fields  wliicli 
cannot  be  supplied  without  calling  ministers  from  other  fields  where  they  are 
usefully  occupied.  The  Board,  therefore,  urges  the  Synods  to  adopt  measures 
which  will  tend  to  induce  a  larger  number  of  the  young  men  of  the  Church  to 
devote  themselves  to  the  work  of  the  ministry,  and  to  urge  them  to  enter  upon  a 
thorough  preparation  for  such  a  high  and  holy  calling.  Unless  this  is  done  now, 
the  prospects  are  that  the  progress  of  the  Church,  especially  in  its  missionary 
work,  in  the  next  ten  years,  will  be  seriously  retarded.  Never  before  had  we 
better  openings  for  the  extension  of  our  borders  than  at  the  present  time ;  but  as 
God  works  by  human  agents  and  instrumentalities,  so  He  calls  upon  us  to  devise 
means  by  which  we  may  enlarge  the  place  of  our  tent,  to  lengthen  our  cords,  and 
to  strengtlien  our  stakes. 

The  following  minute  in  regard  to  the  death  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Fisher  was  adopted 
by  the  Board  at  its  last  meeting,  ordered  to  be  entered  on  its  minutes,  and  em- 
bodied in  the  annual  report,  to  wit: 

It  is  with  deep  and  sincere  sorrow  that  this  Board  records  the  death  of  the  Rev. 
S.  R.  Fisher,  D.  D.,  who  for  forty-two  consecutive  years  was  a  most  faithful  and 
efficient  member  of  this  boily.  fiis  noble  and  large-hearted  charity,  his  apostolic 
spirit,  and  especially  his  devotion  to  the  institutions  of  learning  and  the  benevo- 
lent operations  of  the  Reformed  Cliurch,  will  be  cherished  as  a  precious  memorial 
of  his  untiring  fidelity  to  the  cause  and  kingdom  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
October  13th,  1882.  THEODORE  Appel,  Secretary. 


REPORTS   OF   THE  BOARD   OF   TRUSTEES   OF   THE  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY 
AND   OP   THE  TREASURER. 

The  following  reports  were  received  from  the  Board  of  Trustees  and 
of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Theological  Seminary,  and,  after  having  been 
read,  Vi'ere  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Education,  to  wit: 

To  the  Reverend  Synod  of  the  Potomac  : 
The  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Theological  Seminary  respectfully  reports  : 
The  Board  met  iu  its  usual  spring  and  autumn  meetings.    At  its  May  meeting 
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it  organized  hy  electing  D.  W.  Gross,  Prexidevt;  G.  W.  Ilensel,  Vice-Presideut ; 
Edw.  J.  Zahm,  Secretary ;  and  Jolin  B.  Ilotli,  Treasurer. 

At  this  same  meeting  it  took  up  the  action  of  the  Synods  in  reference  to  tlie 
financial  condition  of  tiie  Seminary,  and  concludcid  to  send  out  circulars  to  many 
pastors  in  the  three  Synods  interested  in  tlie  sup])ort  of  the  Seminary,  and  as  far 
as  j)raetieahle  to  every  Classis.  This  matter  was  attended  to  by  our  Executive 
Committee,  hut  we  regret  to  state  that  the  respimses  have  been  very  few.  One 
Classis  (Westmoreland)  has  res])onded  through  its  Treasurer,  sending  $77.35  from 
nine  cdnirregations.  One  edUuTciration  in  the  West  Susquehanna  Classis,  and  one 
congrciration  in  the  Philadelphia  (  lassis,  have  sent  sums  aLTLmgating  $:-J0..56.  We 
have  lieard  from  a  few  othur  congregations  promising  eolkctions,  and  we  trust 
that  the  Synods  may  endorse  our  action  and  urge  such  Classes  and  congregations, 
as  have  not  yet  taken  action,  to  give  us  the  benefit  of  one  collection  as  i^romptlv 
as  possible. 

The  Synods  will  see  by  the  report  of  our  Treasurer,  that  the  deficit  in  the  income 
of  the  Seminary  still  continues,  and  hence  the  continued  need  of  eflfort  for  its 
relief.  This  state  of  things  will  not  be  remedied  until  our  endctwnient  is  increased. 
We  have  this  in  prospect,  but  it  is  not  yet  available;  and  it  would  be  wise  for  the 
Church,  through  the  Synods,  to  do  all  "in  its  power  to  make  good  this  deficiency, 
so  that  our  endowment  may  not  be  impaired. 

The  Synod  of  the  Potomac,  at  its  meeting  in  1881,  voted  $100.00  a.s  its  pro  rata 
toward  the  deficiency  in  the  income  of  the  Seminary.  This  we  regard  as  a  proper 
j)lan ;  provided,  the  money  be  forthcoming.  As  yet  nothing  h;is  been  paid  ou 
this  assumption,  but  we  suppose  it  will  be  at  the  coming  meeting  of  the  Synod. 

We  also  call  the  attention  of  the  Synods  to  the  ex])enses  of  the  Board  in  meet- 
ing, and  in  the  transaction  of  its  biisiness.  The  Board  is  composed  of  eighteen 
members,  nine  of  them  from  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United 
States,  six  from  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac,  and  three  from  the  Synod  of  Pitts- 
burgh. It  is  often  difficult  to  get  enough  members  together  for  a  quorum,  and 
■we  are  satisfied  that  one  reason  is  the  expense  attending  tlie  travelling  to  and 
from  the  meetings.  We  suggest  that  the  members  from  the  diflTerent  Synods,  who 
may  attend  the  meetings  of  our  Board,  be  directed  to  present  to  their' respective 
Synods  their  bills  of  expenses  incurred  in  attendance  at  the  meetings,  and  that 
the  Synods  make  the  necessary  provision  to  meet  said  expenses. 

In  reference  to  the  Seminary  property  at  Mercersburg,  Pa.,  vour  Board  recom- 
mends that  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States,  with  the 
concurrence  of  the"  Synod  of  Pittsljurgh,  transfer  by  deed  tlie  entire  ])roi)ertv  to 
the  Synod  of  the  Potomac,  with  such  reservations  as  may  be  jiroper  in  the  jiuIlt- 
ment  of  the  Synods,  to  prevent  future  friction  or  conflict  between  the  Synods  m 
the  matter  of  theological  seminaries. 

D.  W.  Gross,  President. 
.I.NO.   B.  Jtorir,  Treasurer. 

Lancaster,  Pa.,  September  2Sth,  1882.  Euw.  .J.  Zaiim,  Secretary. 

SYNOPSIS  OF  treasurer's  REPORT,  AS  FURNISHED. 

John  B.  Roth,  Treasurer,  in  acconnt  with  the  Theninijical  Seminary  of  the  Re- 
formed Church  in  the  United  States. 
September  22,  1882.     Former  amount  of  Principal  of  Endowment 

reported  to  the  Board $g9  34()  ~g 

$4,000  of  this  amount  yields  no  interest.  '  ' 

Pk. 
Sept.  28,  1882.    For  sundry  interests  received  ])v  Treasurer  from 

Oct.  1,  1881,  to  Sept.  28',  1882        .        .        .     "    .        .        .        ,        $.3  9G3  34 

Cr.  ''' 

Oct.  1,  1881.     By  balance  due  Treasurer        .        .         .        $1,435  G7 
Sept.  28,  1882.     By  sundry  expenditures  to  date,  as  per 

vouchers         ...         .         .         ...         4,711  13 

$fi,i4t;  so 

Amount  Dr.  brought  down  .....        3  !MJ3  54 

Sept.  28,  1882.     Balance  due  Treasurer         ,         .         .     — $2,183  26 

A 
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Library  Fund. 

Principal  of  Library  Fund $2,069  96 

Dr. 
Oct.  1,  1881.    For  amount  due  by  Treasurer         .  .         $129  88 

Sept.  28,  1881.    For  sundry  interest  received  to  date      .  64  73 

Cr.  194  58 

Sept.  28, 1882.     By  sundry  bills  paid,  as  per  vouchers      .      122  55 

Sept.  28, 1882.    Balance  in  hands  of  Treasurer         .  . 72  03 

Smaltz  Fund. 

Principal  of  Smaltz  Fund $5,600  00 

Dr. 

Sept.  28,  1882.    For  interest  received $150  00 

Sept.  28,  1882.     By  amount  paid  Rev.  C.  G.  Fisher,  Treas.        .        .  150  00 

Build ing  Fund. 
Sept.  28,  1882.    Principal  of  Building  Fund        ....        $12,793  05 

Pittsburgh  Professorship  Fund. 
Sept.  28,  1882.    Amount  of  Pittsburgli  Professorship  Fund  .        .  $1,718  30 

The  undersigned  auditing  committee,  having  examined  the  Treasurer's  account 
and  compared  liis  vouchers,  find  them  correct      I.  H.  Keefek.      )  rnmmittpp 
La7icaster,  Pa.  September  28th,  1882.  Israel  Laucks.  J  »-"'"""''^«*=- 


REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE   ON   EDUCATION. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Education,  to  whom  the  forgoing  reports 
had  been  referred,  reported  during  the  session  of  Saturday  afternoon. 
The  report  was  received  and  considered  item  by  item,  amended,  then 
adopted  as  a  whole,  and  is  as  follows  : 

Your  Committee  on  Education  had  placed  in  its  hands  the  Reports  of  the  Board 
of  Education,  of  the  Board  of  Regents  of  Mercersburg  College,  of  the  Board  of 
Visitors  of  the  Theological  Seminary,  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Tlieological 
Seminary,  and  of  the  Treasurer  of  tlie  Theological  Seminary. 

Tlie  Board  of  Education  and  the  Board  of  Visitors  of  tlie  Seminary,  both  call 
special  attention  to  the  fact,  that  the  number  of  students  preparing  for  the 
ministry  is  inadequate  to  the  growing  wants  of  tlie  Church.  At  the  present  rate 
of  supply  our  mission  work  will  be  seriously  hindered.     Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  we  hereby  call  the  special  attention  of  our  Pastors  and  consis- 
tories to  this  want,  and  urge  upon  them  the  importance  of  seeking  out  and 
thoroughly  educating  young  men  of  approved  piety  and  talent  for  the  ministry. 

Resolved,  That  we  commend  anew  to  our  people  the  cause  of  Beneficiary  Edu- 
cation, and  urge  the  raising  of  funds  to  carry  forward  this  work. 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  has  learned  with  pleasure  of  the  payment  of  $582.09, 
the  bequest  of  Samuel  Bussard  of  Friend's  Cove,  Bedford  Co.,  Pa.,  and  we 
hereby  endorse  the  action  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Education,  in  invest- 
ing most  of  said  money  in  a  first  mortgage  loan 

The  Report  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Theological  Seminary  announces 
the  fact,  that  their  circular  appeal  for  collections  brought  to  their  treasury  but 
partial  relief,  and  that  of  the  $100.00  assumed  by  this  Synod  as  yet  nothing  has 
come  into  their  treasury.  It  further  appears  that  there  will  be  an  annual  defi- 
ciency, at  the  present  rate  of  interest,  until  such  time  as  the  endowment  may  be 
increased.     Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  several  Classes  be  urged  to  promptly  pay  the  amounts 
apportioned  upon  tliem,  last  year. 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  assumes  $100.00  of  the  deficiency  of  the  present 
year,  and  that  this  sum  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance  for  appor- 
tionment. 

Resolved,  That  the  attention  of  the  several  pa.storal  charges  and  the  men  of 
means  within  our  Synod  be  called  to  this  deficiency  in  the  revenue  of  the  Theo- 
logical Seminary,  in  the  hope,  that  they  may  be  moved  to  place  this  School  of 
the  Prophets  above  pecuniary  need. 
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Jiesolved,  That  this  Synod  hereby  assumes  to  pay,  as  part  of  its  annual  con- 
tingent expenses,  the  necessary  travelling  expenses  of  its  members  of  the  Boards 
of  Visitors  and  Trustees  of  the  Theological  Seminary,  and  of  the  members  of 
the  Board  of  Education,  and  of  the  Board  of  Regents  of  Mereersburg  College,  in 
attending  upon  tiie  sessions  of  the  respective  Boards  to  which  they  belong. 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  is  willing  to  accept  the  projmsed" transfer  of  the 
Seminary  Property  at  Mercersl)urg,  if  it  should  please  the  other  Synods  to  agree 
to  the  proposition,  upon  terms  mutually  satisfactory  to  all. 

Resolved,  further,  That  we  are  gratified  to  learn,  through  the  Report  of  the 
Board  of  Regents,  of  the  encouraging  number  of  students  now  at  Mereersburg 
College,  of  tlie  repairs  and  imj>rovements  made  to  the  buildings  without  entailing 
a  debt,  of  the  material  reductioQ  of  the  liabilities,  during  the  year,  and  of  the 
hopeful  outlook  for  the  future. 

Jiesolved,  That  the  S300.00,  assumed  to  be  paid  annually,  for  five  years,  toward 
the  interest  of  the  debt,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance  for  appor- 
tionment. 

Resolved,  That  we  hereby  commend  the  College  to  the  patronage  of  the  minis- 
ters and  members  of  our  Church. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

E.  R.  EsCHBACil,  Chairman. 


The  present  members  from  this  Synod  of  the  Boards  of  Vistors  and 
Trustees  of  the  Theological  Seminary  were  continued,  and  accordingly 
the  following  persons  are  the  members  of  said  Boards  from  this  Synod, 
to  wit :  Board  of  Visitors,  Revs.  J.  O.  Miller,  E.  R.  Eschbach,  and  W. 
R.  H.  Deatrich  ;  Board  of  TniMees,  Elders  L.  Markell,  H.  Wirt,  I.  Laucks, 
H.  M.  Cocklin,  I.  H.  Keefer,  and  A.  B.  Wingerd.  The  Corresponding 
Secretary  was  instructed  to  inform  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church 
in  the  United  States,  then  in  session  in  Bellefonte,  Pa.,  of  their  con- 
tinuance as  such. 

On  motion  it  was  ordered  that  the  Synod  hereafter  annually  make 
nominations  for  the  three  members  of  the  Board  of  Visitors  and  the  six 
members  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Theological  Seminary  to  which 
the  Synod  of  the  Potomac  is  entitled  in  those  Boards. 


^  The  resignation  of  Isaac  H.  Keefer  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Regents  of  Mereersburg  College  was  accepted,  and  the  Standing  Commit- 
tee on  Nominations  was  instructed  to  make  the  necessary  nominations  to 
fill  the  vacancy. 


At  the  election  for  members  of  the  diff<jrent  Boards  of  Synod,  held 
during  the  session  of  Saturday  forenoon,  Revs.  W.  Goodrich,  A.  J. 
Heller,  and  Elder  J.  Heyser  were  elected  members  of  the  Board  of 
Education  for  the  term  of  three  years.  At  the  same  time,  E.  J.  Bon- 
brake,  Esq.,  A.  R.  Schnebly,  and  M.  A.  Foltz  were  chosen  as  members  of 
the  Board  of  Regents  of  Mereersburg  College,  for  the  term  of  three  years, 
and  G.  Clever,  Sr.,  for  one  year. 

The  following  individuals  constitute  the  Board  of  Education,  and  the 
Board  of  Regents  of  Mereersburg  College,  severally  at  the  present 
time,  to  wit : 

MEMIJERS  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  EDUCATION  AND  TERMS  OF  SERVICE. 

Rev.  W.  Goodrich,  ...  3  vears,  .        .        .  October,  1S85. 

Rev.  A.  J.  Heller,  .        .        .  3  "    "  ...  "  IS.s.i. 

Elder  J.  Hevser,  .        .        .  3      "  ...  "  l.sSo. 

Rev.  I.  G.  Brown,  .        .        .  2       "  ...  "  1884. 

Rev.  Wm.  C.  Cremer,  .        .        .  2      "  ...  "  1884. 

Rev.  S.  S.  Miller,  .        .        .  2      "  ...  "  1884. 
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MKMBERS  OF  THE   BOARD  OF  EDUCATION- 

Rev.  Will.  M.  Deatrick  ...  1  year, 

Rev.  J.  S.  Kieffer,  .         .         .  1   '   "  .         . 

Rev.  J.  W.  Santee,         .         .        .  1       " 

MEMBERS  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  REGENTS  AND  TEI 
E.  J.  Bonbrake,  Esq         ...         3  years, 
A.  R.  Scluiebly,                 .        .        .        3  '   " 

M.  A.  Foltz,    * 3      " 

Rev.  Wm.  M.  Deatrick    .        .        .        2       " 

Rev.  Wm.  Goodrich,  .  .  ,  2  " 
Rev.  Wm.  I.  Stewart,  .  ,  .  2  " 
Rev.  A.  J.  Heller,  .  .  ,  1  " 
Rev.  J.  Hassler,  .  .  .  1  " 
George  Clever,  Sr.,           .        .        ,         1       " 


Continued. 

October, 

1883. 
1883. 

(( 

1883. 

US  OF 

SERVICE. 

October,  1885 

188;! 

1885 

1884 
1884 

1884 
1883 
1883 

1883 

ARTICLE  XIV. 

MISSIONS. 

The  Annual  Reports  of  the  Tri-Sj'nodic  Board  and  of  the  Treasurer 
of  the  Tri-Synodic  Board  of  Missions  were  presented  to  the  Synod  and 
read,  and  tlien  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Missions.  The 
Annual  Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Home  Missions  was  laid  before 
the  Synod,  and  referred  to  the  same  Committee,  without  having  been 
read.  A  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners for  Foreign  Missions,  a  letter  from  the  Treasurer  of  the  Iowa 
Classis,  and  certain  resolutions  from  the  Tri-Synodic  Board  of  Home 
Missions  were  received,  read,  and  then  referred  to  the  same  Committee 
for  consideration.  This  Committee  reported,  during  the  session  of 
Monday  afternoon,  Avhich  was  ordered  to  be  taken  up  item  by  item  for 
adojition ;  this  report  was  amended,  and  then  adopted  as  a  whole.  As 
such,  it  will  be  found  subjoined  in  its  proper  place.  These  several  re- 
ports are  as  follows : 

I.      REPORT   OF   THE  TRI-SYNODIC   BOARD   OF   MISSIONS. 

To  the  lierercnd  Sijuod  of  the.  Potomac : 

Fathers  and  Brethren  :  We  lierewith  transmit  to  your  reverend  body  the 
Animal  Reports  of  the  yuj)erintendent  of  Missions  and  of  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Tri-Synodic  Board  of  Missions.  They  need  no  comments  from  us;  they  speak 
for  tliemselves.  We  only  ask  tliat,  through  you,  this  cause  of  the  Master  may 
receive  enlarged  sympathy  and  sMpport  from  our  pastors  and  their  congregations. 

Yours  in  the  Gospel, 

AVm.  H.  n.  Snyder,  Secretary.  J.  O.  Miller,  President. 


II.      REPORT   OF   the  SUPERINTENDENT   OF   THE  TRI-.SYNODIC   BO.\RD   OF 

MISSIONS. 

To  the  Reverend  Synods  of  Pittsburgh,  of  the  Potomac,  and  of  the  United  States  : 

Rkspected  Brethren: — The  Superintendent  of  Missions  hereby  presents  to 
your  honorable  body  his  Fifth  Annual  Report  of  the  progress  and  condition  of  the 
missions  under  the  care  of  the  Boai"d  of  Home  Missions. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Grace  Church,  Easton. — Members,  86.  S.  S.  scholars,  100.  Baptisms,  14. 
Additions,  10.  Benevolence,  $32.67.  Local  objects,  $600.  Original  cost  of  pro- 
perty, $3,500.  Indebtedness  (on  lot)  $1,100.  Reduction  of  indebtedness,  $225. 
Under  the  Board  six  years.  Appropriation  last  year,  $350.  This  year,  the  same. 
1'a.stor,  D.  Y.  Heisler. 
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Salem's  Church,  Catasauqua. — Under  the  Board  cij,'ht  years.  Members,  17i». 
Last  year,  140.  S.  S.  scholars,  225.  Last  year,  1.^0.  Baptisms,  22.  Additions,  43. 
Benevolence,  $.')S.  Local  objects,  $1,080.  Estimated  value  of  projjerty,  .*;10,000. 
Indebtedness,  $1,600 ;  but  a  i>lan  hius  been  in  operation  to  reduce  the  debt,  and 
$400  had  by  this  means  accumulated  in  the  treasury  at  the  end  of  the  year,  which 
amount  bv  this  time  lui.s  been  used  for  the  purpose  intended.  Appropriation  last 
year,  $400.     This  year,  the  same.     Pastor,  J.  J.  Crist. 

;St.  John's  C'/iurch,  Eeading. — Memi)ers,  450;  last  year,  350.  S.  S.  scholars, 
444;  last  year,  400.  Baptisms,  (J8.  Additions,  8M.  Menevolence,  $280.  Local 
objects,  $2,200,  including,'  $.500,  paid  to  reduce  the  indebtedness,  for  whicli  llie 
members  are  accustoniecl  to  make  monthly  contributions.  Cost  of  nroperr^-,  in- 
cluding parsonage,  $22,000,  but  worth  more  at  present.  I'nder  the  Board  ten 
years.  Under  the  present  pastor  seven  years.  The  indebtedness,  which  has 
hitherto  prevented  the  mission  from  being  self-supporting,  is  diminishing  from 
vear  to  year.  Services  well  attended  both  German  and  English.  A})propriation, 
last  year,  $200  ;  this  year,  $100.     Pa.stor,  J.  W.  Steinmetz. 

Birdsboro'  3Iission. — This  mission,  supplied  for  several  years  past  by  Pastors 
Steinmetz  and  Davis,  of  Reading,  was  served  by  licentiate,  G.  M.  Zacharias,  for 
several  months  during  the  winter,  under  the  direction  of  the  Board.  Mr.  Z.  then 
withdrew,  and  arrangements  were  made  by  the  Classis  to  connect  it  with  other 
congregations  in  the  neighborhood,  so  as  to  make  it  a  self-sustaining  charge.  This, 
however,  has  not  as  yet  l)een  carried  out,  and  the  niissiou  remains  vacant.  The 
congregation  at  Birdsboro'  have  quite  recently  dedicated  their  new  church,  oo  by 
50  feet,  at  a  cost  of  $2,350.  Some  indebtedness.  Appropriation  last  year,  $200. 
Vacant. 

Si.  John's  Church,  West  Philadelphia. — This  mission,  after  being  vacant  for  five 
months,  was  again  supplied  with  a  jiastoron  the  1st  of  February  last,  since  which 
time  it  ha^  been  doing  well.  As  it  was  supplied  by  the  Superintendent  and  others 
whilst  it  was  vacant,  its  interests  did  not  materially  suffer,  and  when  the  Board 
succeeded  in  supplying  it  with  a  pa.stor,  the  members  received  him  gladly  and 
cheerfully  united  with  him  in  working  for  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  Zion. 
Members,  58.  S.  S.  scholars,  85.  Baptisms,  4.  Additions,  10.  Losses,  II. 
Church  papers,  4  copies.  Benevolence,  $10.58.  Local  objects,  $372.  Cost  of 
)>roperty,  about  $7,000,  but  it  is  not  worth  that  much  at  present.  Indebtedness, 
$2,400.  An  Aid  Society  raised  .$35  in  seven  months  to  assist  in  paying  the  inter- 
est on  the  indebtedness.'  It  is  thought  that  the  location  of  the  church  building, 
and  its  somewhat  uninviting  api)earance,  are  a  barrier  to  the  progress  of  the  mis- 
sion, and  it  is  hoped  that  the  wav  may  be  open  before  very  long  for  the  removal  of 
this  difficulty.  Appropriation,  last  year,  $500 ;  this  year,"  the  same.  Pastor,  J.  P. 
Stein. 

Grace  Church,  Philadelphia.— 'Tyurm^  the  year  this  missiou  was  successful  in 
]>uttiug  up  a  new  church,  in  which,  although  still  unfinished,  it  has  been  M-iirslii]i- 
ing  for  the  last  three  or  four  months.  In  other  respects  it  had  also  been  nuiking 
a  commendable  degree  of  progre.>;s,  until,  during  the  summer  its  pastor.  Rev.  J. 
Saml.  Yandersloot,  found  it  necessary,  on  account  of  his  failing  health,  to  with- 
draw from  the  field,  at  the  end  of  his  first  year's  labor.  Some  loss  has  been  incur- 
red in  this  way,  but  it  is  hoped  that  it  w  ill  in  the  end  be  overruled  for  good. 
After  the  witiiilrawal  of  the  pastor,  the  Board  immediately  took  .^tejjs  to  supply  the 
mission  with  a  suitable  pastor,  but  in  this  they  have  up  to  this  date  been  unsuc- 
cessful. Members,  52  ;  at  its  organization,  about  one  year  ago,  2(i.  S.  8.  scholars, 
144.  Baptisms,  9.  Additions,  27.  Benevolence,  $25.  Cost  of  church  buildini; 
when  completed  about  $1,800.  Amount  thus  far  i)aid,  $1,141.17.  Amount  needed 
to  finish  the  church  over  $200.  Debt  on  the  church  at  present,  $ti4!i.52.  Other 
indebtedness  about  $1.")0.  Mortgage  on  the  ground,  .$.^,000.  A  Mite  Society  has 
been  active  in  raising  money  topay  the  semi-annual  interest  on  the  mortgage. 
"  The  Little  Gleaners,"  a  society,  after  raising  $40  for  furnishing  the  pulpit,  now 
co-operates  witli  a  missionary  society  lately  organized.  Appropriation  last  year, 
.$500.     Vacant. 

Second  Church,  Ilarrisburg. — Members,  115.  S.  S.  scholars,  285.  Baptisms,  11. 
Additions,  12,  of  which  11  were  heads  of  families.  Benevolence,  $112.  Local 
ctbjects,  $G71.30.  Original  cost  of  jiroperty,  $ti,OO0.  Present  value,  considerably 
greater.     Church  papers  are  i)atronized.     Some  50  or  GO  members  in  the  missiou- 
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ary  society.  The  mission  is  growing  in  numbers  and  liberality,  but  it  suffers  from 
removals,  which  prevent  it  from  making  any  rapid  advance  towards  self-support. 
There  is  some  prospect  that  it  may  hereafter  be  strengthened  by  the  establishment 
of  a  new  mission  at  Steelton,  in  the  vicinity.  It  would  be  an  important  step 
towards  becoming  self  sustaining,  if  it  could  erect  a  parsonage  in  a  vacant  lot, 
which  it  owns  in  the  rear  of  the  Church.  It  has  been  a  mission  for  about  eight- 
een years.  Appropriation,  last  year,  $250 ;  this  year,  the  same.  Pastor,  G.  W. 
Snyder. 

Zwlngli  Church,  Harrishurg. — Members,  85.  S.  S.  scholars,  65.  Baptized,  7. 
Additions,  19.  Benevolence,  $142.  Local  objects,  $491.  Value  of  church 
property,  $10,000.  Indebtedness,  $1,100.  Some  German  papers  circulated.  No 
Missionary  Society,  but  a  Ladies'  Society,  composed  of  27  members,  collects  funds 
and  makes  contributions  for  the  aid  of  the  church.  The  mission  is  making  a 
gradual  progress  spiritually  and  financially,  and,  if  not  disturbed  by  changes  in 
pastoral  relations,  as  it  was  too  much  in  the  past,  it  has  the  prospect  now  of  be- 
coming a  well-established  Christian  congregation.  The  present  pastor  took 
charge  of  the  mission  about  one  year  ago,  and  since  then  he  has  been  laboring 
efficiently  and  with  much  satisfaction  to  his  people.  His  services  are  exclusively 
German.  Appropriation  last  year,  $200 ;  this  year,  the  same.  Pastor,  H.  A. 
Friedel. 

Columbia.— Mtmhers,  180.  Baptisms,  32.  Additions,  28.  S.  S.  scholars,  200. 
Benevolence,  $88.50.  Local  objects,  $2,563.40.  Value  of  property,  $11,000.  In- 
debtedness, provided  for  last  year,  $1,663.40,  was  all  paid  up  during  the  year. 
Services  well  attended,  and  a  good  spirit  pervades  the  congregation.  Thus,  after 
many  years  of  struggle  and  conflict,  this  congregation  has  gradually  been  grow- 
ing, and  has  come  to  stand  on  a  good  and  permanent  foundation.  Under  God  its 
success  and  prosperity  have  been  the  result  of  the  aid  and  encouragement  of  the 
church  at  large.  After  the  1st  of  January  next  it  expects  to  be  self-supporting. 
Appropriation  last  year,  $150.     No  further  appropriation.    Pastor,  C.  S.  Gerhard. 

Wilkes-Barre  Mission.  — Tvfo  congregations,  one  at  Wilkes-Barre  and  the 
other  at  Nanticoke.  Members,  4S7 ;  last  year,  432.  S.  S.  scholars,  225. 
Baptisms,  70.  Additions,  70.  Benevolence,  $60.  Local  objects,  about  $724. 
Cost  of  propertv,  $13,000.  Debt,  $1,400.  Reduction,  $200,  with  prospects  of  a  fur- 
ther reduction  at  an  early  day.  The  new  church  at  Nanticoke  is  to  be  dedicated  on 
the  24th  of  September,  with  little  or  no  debt.  Dimensions,  36  by  65  feet.  Members 
at  Nanticoke,  135.  The  mission  at  Plymouth,  which  grew  out  of  the  mission  at 
Wilkes- Barre,have  recently  put  up  a  new  church  building.  It  is  doing  well  under 
pastor,  Rev.  S.  C.  Meckel,  who  as  he  receives  an  appropriation  from  Classis,  will 
hereafter  be  enabled  to  devote  his  whole  time  to  the  interests  of  the  mission. 
Appropriation  last  year,  $225  ;  this  year,  $175.    Pastor,  F.  K.  Levan. 

Lock  Hiiven  3[iss'ion. — Two  congregations.  Members,  153 ;  la.st  year,  140.  S  S. 
scholars,  130.  Baptisms,  7.  Additions,  16.  Benevolence,  $37.  Local  objects, 
$525.  Cost  of  property,  $2,200,  but  worth  much  more  at  present.  Indebtedness, 
including  repairs,  $1,000.  As  soon  as  present  indebtedness  is  paid  off  the  mission 
will  be  in  a  fair  way  of  becoming  self-sustaining.  The  present  pastor  has  been  in 
the  field  five  years,  during  which  the  mission  has  increased  largely  in  mem- 
bership ;  a  church  was  purchased  for  $2,200,  and  repaired  for  $600,  the  Classis  of 
"West  Susquehanna,  paying  $1,100  for  the  purchase  of  the  building.  75  members 
have  been  added  to  the  church,  and  the  Sunday  School  has  more  than  doubled  the 
number  of  its  scholars.  The  mission  has  good  prospects.  Appropriation  last 
year,  $300  ;  this  year,  the  same.     Pastor,  I.  S.  Stahr. 

English  Alission  at  Williamsport.— Daring  the  past  year  the  congregation  was 
divided  so  as  to  form  two,  one  German  and  the  other  English.  The  German  por- 
tion retain  the  old  church,  assume  the  debt,  expect  to  support  their  own  pastor, 
and  pledge  themselves  for  $1,500  to  assist  the  English  brethren  in  the  erection  of 
a  new  cliurch.  The  latter,  not  being  able  to  support  a  pastor,  have  been  taken 
under  the  care  of  the  Board  as  a  mission,  and,  by  the  recommendation  of 
Classis,  have  been  promised  an  appropriation.  They  are  at  present  seeking  to 
secure  for  themselves  a  pastor.  With  what  they  receive  from  the  old  congrega- 
tion, and  the  pr.iraise  of  a  $1,000  from  the  Classis,  they  expect  to  go  forward  and 
erect  for  themselves  a  new  church  during  the  coming  year.  Appropriation,  $300. 
Vacant.  —     - — 
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Zion's  Reformed  Church,  Stroudsburg. — This  confi;regation  was  organized  on  the 
17th  of  May  la-st,  and  constituted  a  mission  by  the  Classis  of  East  Pennsylvania. 
It  was  tlieii  placed  under  the  Board,  and  theRev.  G.  W.  Kerschner  commissioned 
to  take  charge  of  its  interests.  It  commenced  with  35  members,  but  as  there  is  a 
considerable  amount  of  Reformed  material  in  the  town  and  neighborhood,  it  has 
encouraging  prospects  of  increase  in  the  future.  Thus  far  Mr.  K.  has  been  hold- 
ing his  services  in  the  court-hoiuse  with  good  audiences,  especially  in  tlie  even- 
ing; but  the  further  success  of  the  mission  depends  on  its  having  a  house  ot 
worship  of  its  own,  and,  accordingly,  steps  will  ])e  taken  at  as  early  a  day  as 
possible  to  put  up  a  suitable  church  building.  Had  a  congregation  been  or- 
ganized in  Stroudsburg  twenty  years  ago,  we  miglit  now  have  a  flourishing  church 
in  that  jilace.  But  it  is  never  too  late  to  do  good,  and  as  Providence  seems 
so  manifestly  to  have  led  to  the  establishment  of  tliis  new  congregation  where 
it  was  much  needed,  we  may  hope  He  will  bless  it,  and  possibly  enable  us  to 
make  uji  for  lost  time  and  lost  ojjportunities.  Mr.  K.  seems  to  be  well  adapted 
for  the  situation  he  has  been  called  to  fill,  and  to  be  appreciated  in  the  com- 
munity for  whose  sj)iritual  interests  he  is  laboring.  Appropriation,  $300. 
Pastor,  G.  W.  Kerschner. 

East  Liberty  and  Wilkinsburg. — Two  congregations.  Members,  111.  S.  S. 
scholars,  150.  Baptisms,  7.  Additions,  19.  Erasures,  14.  Benevolence,  $35. 
Local  objects,  $1,290.71.  Value  of  property  at  East  Liberty,  $5,000  ;  at  Wilkins- 
burg,  .$3,500.  Debt  on  the  former,  $350  ;  on  the  latter,  $1,500.  These  missions  are 
both  overcoming  the  financial  difliculties  of  former  years,  and  a  general  feeling  of 
hopefulness  and  encouragement  pervades  the  members.  We  may  now  hope  that 
a  prosperous  career  in  the  future  may  be  the  answer  to  their  faith  and  prayers. 
Appropriation  last  year,  ;g5.50 ;  this  year,  $500.     Pastor,  J.  \V.  Kuappenberger. 

Orbisonia,  Huntingdon  Co.  This  mission  was  supplied  with  a  j)astor  on  the  1st 
ofiApril  last,  and  seems  to  have  rallied  again  from  the  loss  it  sustained  in  being 
w  thout  a  pastor  for  more  than  six  months.  Three  congregations.  Under  the 
Board  six  vears.  Members,  as  far  as  ascertained,  92.  Baptisms,  5.  Additions, 
3.  S.  S.  scholars,  82.  Benevolence,  $10.  Local  objects,  $3.30. _  Value  of  church 
property,  $1,500.  The  congregation,  hitherto  worshipping  in  a  school-house 
nave  commenced  the  building  of  a  new  church  near  the  town  of  Shirleysburg, 
which  will  be  ready  for  dedication  before  the  winter  sets  in.  Tliis  mission  requires 
a  parsonage,  without  which  it  will  be  difficult  for  it  for  some  time  to  come,  to  give 
its  pastor  an  adequate  support.  The  attendance  on  the  means  of  grace  is  good, 
and  the  missionary  feels  encouraged  to  believe  that  with  the  blessing  of  God 
he  will  succeed  in  building  up  the  charge.  Appropriation,  as  requested  by 
Classis,  $150.     Pastor,  C.  11.  Reiter. 

Sulphur  Springs,  Bedford  Co. — This  field  was  without  a  pastor  for  eight 
months,  wlien  one  was  secured  who  entered  upon  his  duties  on  the  1st  of  April 
last.  It  consists  of  three  congregations.  Members,  155.  Three  S.  Schools. 
Baptisms,  5.  Additions,  5.  Value  of  property  about  $4,000.  Debt,  $40,  which 
is  soon  to  be  paid.  One  of  the  churches  being  uncomfortable  in  cold  weather,  the 
erection  of  a  new  one  is  agitated.  Under  the  Board  as  a  mission  since  1S73.  Four 
catechetical  cla.sses,  at  the  jircsent  time,  numbering  4(1  catechumens,  the  greater 
part  of  whom  expect  to  be  confirmed  during  the  coming  spring.  The  work  ot 
grace  is  reviving  in  the  hearts  of  the  jjeople,  and  the  labors  of  the  pastor  are 
appreciated.  In  a  year  or  so,  this  mission  should  become  self-sustaining.  Ap- 
propriation, $200.     Pastor,  E.  II.  Dieffenbacher. 

Duncannon. — Vacant  during  the  greater  part  of  tlie  year,  but  supplied  with  a 
pastor  a  short  time  ago.  Two  congregations,  one  at  Duncannon,  and  tlie  other  at 
Mnrysville.  The  congregation  at  Dtllville  was  abandoned  several  years  ago,  but 
the  missionary  is  at  present  endeavoring  to  resuscitate  it.  Members,  120.  S.  S. 
.scholars,  100.  Baptisms,  <3.  Contributions  for  local  and  benevolent  objects,  $70. 
Former  apjiropriation,  $225.  This  year,  $200.     Pastor,  J.  11.  Lewis. 

Shenandoah. — Members,  250.  S.  S.  scholars,  250.  Ba])tisms,  50.  Additions, 
20.  Contributions  to  local  and  benovuk-ut  ol)iects,  .•i;,")00.  Cost  of  property,  $.5000. 
Indebtedness,  $1,(100.  Reduction  during  ])ast  vear,  .$.500.  Under  the  Board,  five 
years.  The  mission  will  i)robably  become  self-sustaining  in  the  course  of  a  year 
or  two.     Appropriation  last  year,  f  3(10.     This  year,  tiie  same.     Piistor,  J.  G.  Nefi". 

St.  John';/  Church,  Johnstown. — Members,  77.    S.  S.  scholars,  125.     Bai)tisms, 
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14.  Additions,  16.  Benevolence,  $31.  Local  objects,  $456.  Value  of  property, 
$3,000.  _  No  debt.  Church  papers,  102.  Under  the  Board  two  and  a  half  years. 
The  mission  is  making  encouraging  progress,  in  the  way  of  inward  as  well  as 
outward  growth.  Appropriation  last  year,  *o00.  This  year,  $450.  Pastor,  W. 
H.  Bates. 

St.  Luke's,  Lancaster. — Members,  60.  S.  S.  scholars,  220.  Baptisms.  16.  Ad- 
ditions, 11.  Benevolence,  $22.90.  Local  objects,  '275.  Original  cost  of  the 
church,  *2,100,  which  with  the  lot  makes  the  present  value,  $2,800.  No  debt.  A 
balance  on  the  heater  debt — }43,  was  paid  during  the  year.  Church  periodicals  of 
all  kinds,  252.  The  Harbaugh  Missionary  Society  with  40  members  collects  about 
$15  23er  annum.  Organized  as  a  mission  3^  years  ago.  Under  present  pastor  two 
years.  After  he  has  practiced  the  most  rigid  economy,  his  support  has  been  ina- 
dequate. Recently  he  received  an  overture  from  the  Faculty  of  F.  M.  College,  to 
teach  one  hour  per  day  in  the  college,  and  to  take  charge  of  Harbaugh  Hall,  these 
duties  to  be  discharged  in  connection  with  the  pastorate  of  the  mission.  As  this 
arrangement  is  likely  to  prove  mutually  beneficial,  it  is  hoped  that  tlie  state  of  his 
health  will  allow  him  to  accept  of  this  offer.  Appropriation  last  year,  $300.  The 
fixing  of  the  appropriation  for  the  coming  year  referred  to  the  Executive  Council. 
Pastor,  W.  F.  Lichliter. 

Overton,  Bradford  Co. — Vacant  for  some  time,  but  again  supplied  with  a  pastor, 
since  last  January.  Since  then  the  mission  has  shown  signs  of  new  life  and  acti- 
vity. The  congregation  at  Overton  is  putting  up  a  new  church,  and  tlie  one  at 
Dushore,  which  has  been  worshipping  in  an  old  church  belonging  to  another  de- 
nomination, expect  to  erect  a  church  for  themselves  at  no  distant  day.  The 
Elkland  congregation  has  a  church  of  its  own.  There  are  out-lying  "regions, 
where  the  missionary  expects  to  labor  as  o]iportunities  present  themselves,  and  it 
is  believed  that  in  this  way  the  mission  may  be  strengthened  and  new^  missions 
started.  Three  congregations.  Members,  160.  S.  S.  scholars  over  100.  Bap- 
tisms, 14.  Additions,  1,  with  the  prosi)ectof  a  large  increase  during  the  coming 
year.  Benevolence,  $12.71.  Local  objects,  $330.  Value  of  jsroperty,  il,000. 
No  debt.  Approjjriation  last  year,  $150.  This  year,  $150.  Pastor,  C.  H. 
Mutschler. 

Latrobe,  Westmoreland  Co. — Two  congregations.  Members,  134.  S.  S.  schol- 
ars, 70.  Baptisms,  6.  Additions,  19.  Benevolence,  $40.  Local  objects,  $575. 
Value  of  property,  $9,500.  Indebtedness,  $1,850.  Reduction,  .j200.  An  eflbrt 
lias  recently  been  made  to  liquidate  this  debt,  which  it  is  believed  will  be  crowned 
witli  success  within  two  years.  Under  the  Board  four  years.  Appropriation  last 
year,  $200.    This  year,  $200.    Pastor,  S.  H.  Eisenberg. 

Sharon,  Mercer  Co. — No  report.  This  mission  has  secured  a  regular  pastor  and 
expects  to  become  self-supporting  hereafter. 

2few  Castle. — Members,  49.  S.  S.  scholars.  30.  Baptisms,  1.  Additions,  5. 
Benevolence,  $14.  Local  objects,  ^450.  The  new  churcli  was  dedicated  in  July. 
Its  cost  was  $3,669,  on  wliich  $2,500  have  been  paid,  collected  by  the  pastor  in  the 
mission,  in  the  town  and  neighboring  congregations.  The  remaining  indebtedness 
is  $1,050,  for  which  $600  have  been  provided  in  the  way  of  subscriptions,  most  of 
which  will  be  imid  at  no  distant  day.  Since  the  dedication  of  the  new  church, 
the  audiences  on  Sunday  have  very  much  impi-oved.  A  case,  however,  of  what 
seemed  to  be  necessary  discipline  has  disturbed  the  congregation,  and  inter- 
fered with  the  usefulness  of  the  pastor.  This  is  unfortunate,  as  the  jiastor 
has  shown  much  energy  and  manifested  a  true  spirit  of  of  self-sacrifice,  and  in 
view  of  his  valuable  services  deserves  the  symjiathy  and  support  of  all  the  mem- 
bers of  the  mission.  Appropriation  last  year,  $450.  This  year  the  same.  Pastor, 
J.  M.  Souder. 

ilarietta. — Two  congregations.  One  at  Maytown  and  the  other  at  Marietta. 
Members,  157.  S.  S.  scholars,  225.  Baptisms,  18.  Additions,  11.  Benevolence, 
$30.50.  Local  objects,  $518.  Cost  of  property  at  Maytown,  $3,000.  The  church 
at  Marietta  is  owned  by  different  denominations.  Some  church  papers  are  circula- 
ted, and  a  missionary  society  is  about  to  be  organized.  Attendance  good.  Liber- 
ality only  partially  developed  in  the  charge  as  a  whole,  and  the  pastor  is  inade- 
quately supported.  German  services  are  held  every  two  weeks  at  Marietta,  under 
the  direction  of  a  committee  of  Lancaster  Classis,  of  which  Dr.  E.  V.  Gerhart  is 
chairman.    By  this  means  a  number  of  foreign  Germans  have  been  added  to  tlie 
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church,  and  the  prospect  now  is  that  tlie  conirreKation  will  be  materially  strength- 
ened from  this  source  in  the  future.  Api)roi)riiitiou  last  year,  $100.  This  year, 
$75.     Pastor,  G.  15.  Kesser. 

Tionesta,  Fores't  Co. — This  is  a  new  mission, supplied  with  its  first  pastor  during 
thepastyear.  Three  congregations.  Jfembers,  50.  Baptisms,  6.  Ad<liti()ns,  2. 
JJenevolence,  $.32.  Local  oI)jeets,  $152.2.").  Twoeliurcli  eilifices,  one  of  wliieli  is 
union.  No  indebtedness.  The  missionary  reports  difliculties  in  his  field,  which 
he  thinks  may  be  surmounted,  and  he  is  hoijeful.  The  field  is  large,  and  there  is 
an  opening  for  the  establishment  of  a  number  of  preaching  places,  and  the  organ- 
ization of  new  congregations  in  the  future.  TI>e  ground  is  well  selected  for  the 
missionary  activity  of  the  church.  Appropriation  last  year,  $250.  This  year 
the  same.     Pa.stor,  D.  G.  Klein. 

Dubois,  Clearfiehl  Co. — This  mission  was  organized  about  two  years  ago,  but  it 
w;is  without  a  pastor  until  last  Fel)ruary,  wiieii  Rev.  D.  II.  Leader  took  charge  of 
it,  by  appointment  of  tlie  Hoard.  Since  that  time  the  members  have  been  work- 
ing earnestly  with  their  i)astor,  and  the  mission  has  been  ailvancing  towards  ]>er- 
manency.  The  congregation  at  Dubois  expect  to  ereet  a  church  at  no  distant 
day.  A  new  congregation  has  been  organized  at  Boon's  Mountain,  witli  the  pros- 
pect of  raj)id  growth,  including  the  erection  of  a  church  during  tlie  coming  year. 
A  similar  movement  is  on  foot  to  build  a  new  cliurch  at  another  point  in  the 
country,  where  the  missionary  has  been  preaching.  Membc^rs,  47.  S.  S.  scholars, 
25.  Baptisms,  14.  Additions,  22.  Benevolence,  :J2.").  Local  objects,  $500.  Church 
property  two  acres  of  ground  worth  $100.  Appropriation  last  year,  $400.  This 
year  the  same.     Pastor,  D.  H.  Leader. 

Iloutzdule,  Cleurjield  Co. — Tliis  mission  was  formally  taken  under  the  care 
of  the  Board  during  the  jiast  year.  It  was  served  for  the  first  six  months  by  the 
Rev.  Joshua  "Wolbacli,  but  on  account  of  its  prevailingly  German  cliaracter,  he 
withdrew,  and  since  then  — about  four  months — it  has  bt-en  served  by  the  llev. 
Mr.  Siegel,  who  reports  that  its  prospect.s  are  encouraging.  ^lembers,  .30.  Bap- 
tisms, 6.  Additions,  8.  Contributions  for  local  objects.  $200,  and  a  small  amount 
for  benevolence.  Cost  of  property,  $400,  l)ut  it  is  worth  twice  tliat  much  at  pre- 
sent. Indebtedness,  $25C.  No  Sunday-schools  have  as  yet  been  e.<tablished,  but 
the  pastor  him.self  gives  the  children  religious  instruction  on  the  Lord's  Day  in 
two  classes,  the  one  in  the  German  and  the  other  in  the  English  language.  The 
Pastor  found  it  necessary  to  reside  at  Philipsburgli,  Centre  Co.,  where  lie  thinks 
he  will  be  able  to  organize  a  congregation  at  no  distant  day.  Appropriation  last 
year,  $850.    This  year  the  same.     Pastor,  C.  W.  E.  Siegel. 

Meyersdtde,  Somerset  Co. — This  charge  became  a  mission  inconsequence  of  the 
division  of  the  Meyersdale  charge,  whicli  took  ell'eet  a  little  more  tluui  a  year  ago. 
It  was  believed  that  with  the  help  of  the  Board  in  the  course  of  a  year  or  so,  two 
self-supporting  charges  could  be  formed.  Congregations,  2.  Members,  306. 
S.S.  Scholars,  130.  Baptisms,  .34.  Additions,  57.  Benevolence,  $230.  Congrega- 
tional purposes,  $7(32.  Church  i)i-o])erty  worth,  $3,000.  Indebtedness,  $1200. 
Some  reduction  during  the  year.  Cliurch  papers,  31().  A  Missionary  Society 
recently  organized  now  numbers  25  members.  The  services  on  Sunday  and 
during  the  week  are  well  attt-nded.  An  eilbrt  is  in  progress  to  pay  off  remaining 
indebtedness,  which  it  is  thought  will  be  accomplished  during  the  next  year. 
The  strikes  among  the  laborers  have  operated  against  the  financial  progress  of  the 
mission  during  the  past  year.  Appropriation  hist  year,  i'250.  This  year,  $175. 
Pastor,  J.  iL  Schick. 

Will's  Creek  Mission,  Somerset  Co. — This  mission  has  been  under  the  care  of 
tlie  Board  since  last  <.>etol)er.  It  consists  of  four  congregations.  White  Oak, 
ilouiit  Lebanon,  Fair  Ilojie,  and  Ilyndman.  All  of  the  congregations  have 
church-buildings,  exempt  Fair  Ilojie.  A  new  church  at  Ilyndman  was  erected 
and  dedicated  durinic  the  ])ast  year,  at  a  cost  of  $1700.  ^lembers,  1!I5.  S.  S. 
scholars,  155.  Baptisms,  23.  Additions,  7.  Benevolence,  $14(J.  Ix)cal  objects, 
$842.  Value  of  cnurcli  iiro]ieriy,  $4500,  including  interest  in  a  union  church. 
Indebtedness,  $4.50.  The  mission  is  a  new  charge,  formed  by  the  division  of  tlie 
Meyersdale  cliarije.  Tlie  results  show  tlie  pro]>riety  of  the  change.  Tlie  pros- 
pects are  tiiat  tlie  mission  will  become  self-sustaining  in  a  few  years.  The  field  is 
an  interesting  one,  and  offers  favorable  openings  for  missionary  work.  It  is  also 
a  difficult  cue  to  cultivate  as  the  congregations  are  widely  .si.'parated,  and   the 
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pastor  is  often  exposed  to  the  inclemency  of  the  seasons  ;  but  he  has  been  suc- 
cessful in  giving  them  a  new  impulse,  and  in  bringing  them  nearer  together  in 
spirit.     Appropriation  last  year,  $150.     This  year,  $140.     Pastor  S.  T.  Wagner. 

Trinity  3Iission,  Scottdale,  Westmoreland  Co. — This  congregation  was  con- 
stituted a  mission  by  tlie  Classis  of  Westmoreland,  and  supplied  with  a  pastor  on 
the  1st  of  June  last.  Members,  60.  S.  S.  scholars,  40.  Baptisms,  3.  Benevo- 
lence, ^1.62.  Amount  of  salary  promised,  $350.  Value  of^  church  property, 
1''4450.  Present  indebtedness,  $545.  Reduction,  $710.  Church  papers,  10. 
Attendance  good,  and  spiritual  progress  encouraging.  The  mission  is  preparing 
to  renovate  its  church  and  to  erect  for  itself  a  parsonage.  With  some  assistance 
from  the  Board,  the  mission  lias  good  prospects  of  becoming  self-sustaining  in  the 
course  of  a  few  years.    Appropriation,  $150.     Pastor,  A.  W.  J.  Best. 

McKeesport.  —  Recently  a  new  mission  was  formed,  comprising  Braddock, 
Turtle  Creek,  and  McKeesport  as  preacliing  places,  and  the  Rev.  H.  D.  Darbaker 
placed  over  it  as  missionarv.  Prospect  thus  far  encouraging.  Appropriation, 
1500.     Pastor,  H.  D.  Darbaker. 

VIRGINIA. 

Winchester. — Congregations,  2.  Members,  110.  S.  S.  scholars,  65.  Baptisms, 
7.  Additions,  6.  Losses,  10.  Benevolence,  $50.  Local  objects,  $450.  The 
mission  has  a  valuable  church  building,  a  good  parsonage,  on  the  latter  there  is 
an  indebtedness  of  about  *500,  on  which  $50  have  been  paid  during  the  year. 
This  mission  has  been  a  long  time  under  the  care  of  the  Board,  and  the  pastor 
expresses  his  regrets  that  difficulties  beyond  his  control  stand  still  in  the  way  of 
its  progress  towards  becoming  self-supporting.  He  thinks  that  it  will  be  best  to 
build  up  chapels  in  the  neighboring  country,  thus  strengthening  the  charge  and 
saving  to  the  church  those  members  who  cannot  be  reached  in  any  other  way.  At 
present  he  is  preaching  at  a  point  about  eight  miles  from  the  city,  and  at  that 
place  a  chapel  is  to  be  erected  during  the  coming  year.  If  this  succeeds,  other 
points  will  receive  attention.  This  course  meets  with  the  approbation  of  the 
Board.  Ajipropriation  last  year  $250.  This  year,  the  same.  Pastor,  A.  R. 
Kremer. 

Middlebrook,  Augusta  Co. — During  the  past  year  the  Middlebrook  charge  was 
divided,  as  referred  to  in  our  last  report.  Both  divisions  were  declared  missions, 
and  placed  under  the  Board  with  appropriations,  which  it  is  thought  will  be 
needed  not  more  than  a  few  years  at  most.  The  mission  at  Mint  Spring  was 
connected  with  St.  John's  Church,  so  as  to  form  one  charge,  whilst  the  congrega- 
tions at  Middlebro»'c  and  Newport  remained  to  form  another.  The  congregation 
at  Middlebrook  purchased  an  unfinished  church  belonging  to  another  denomi- 
nation, com])leted  it,  and  dedicated  it  to  the  worship  of  God  as  a  Reformed 
Church.  This  was  a  judicious  movement,  and  the  result  shows  that  it  has  gone 
very  far  to  strengthen  the  interests  of  the  church  in  that  part  of  the  Classis. 
Members  in  this  mission,  68.  S.  S.  scholars,  165.  Baptisms,  4.  Additions,  3. 
Church  property  worth,  ^2500.  Indebtedness,  $300,  under  the  Board  since  June 
last.  It  has  much  material  which  it  may  gather  into  the  church,  outlook 
eucouraginG:.     Apjiropriation,  $150.     Pastor,  S.  L.  Whitmore. 

Mint  Spring  Mission. — Constituted  a  mission  during  the  year.  Supplied  at 
present  by  a  committee  of  Classis.  St.  John's  Church  has  a  membership  of  100 
members.  Trinity  Church  at  Mint  Spring  has  a  church  building,  but  no  organized 
congregation.  One,  however,  will  be  organized  as  soon  as  a  pastor  can  be  secured. 
Church  property  owned  by  the  mission  is  worth  between  four  and  five  thousand 
dollars.  The  mission  may  hereafter  be  strengthened  by  establishing  preaching 
points  in  the  surrounding  regions.  Two  Sunday-schools.  Appropriation,  $150. 
Vacant. 

DELAWARE. 

Si.  John's,  Wyoming,  Kent  Co.— Members,  100.  S.  S.  scholars,  76.  Baptisms, 
13.  Additions,  18.  Benevolence,  $35.  Local  objects,  $385.  Value  of  property, 
$2200.  No  indebtedness.  Church  papers,  26.  Under  the  Board,  13  years.  The 
mis.sion  has  good  prospects  of  being  strengthened  by  the  tide  of  foreign  emigration 
flowing  into  the  State.  When  the  members  become  better  established  in  their 
business  interests,  tliey  will  cheerfully  withdraw  from  the  shelter  of  the  Board 
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and  provide  for  themselves.  The  present  fruitful  season  has  heen  an  advantage 
to  the  mission,  and  its  prospects  arc  more  hopeful  than  last  year  when  there  was 
a  failure  in  the  crops.  Appropriation  last  year,  $150.  This  year  the  same. 
Pastor,  N.  J.  Miller. 

MARYLAND. 

Camherlayid.—llemhers,  125.  S.  S.  scholars,  100.  Baptisms,  IS.  Additions, 
20.  Benevolence,  $10.  Local  objects,  $700.  Cost  of  proi)erty,  5«500.  Indebted- 
ness $2250.  No  reduction.  Church  pai)ers,  58.  A  Female  and  a  Youth's  Society 
make  monthly  contributions  for  the  benefit  of  the  church.  The  unfortunate 
strike  among  the  miners  compelled  some  40  member'*  to  remove  teniporarily  from 
their  homes  and  seek  employment  elsewhere.  Losses  by  deaths,  and  removals,  10. 
Under  present  pastor  eight  years.  Tlie  debt  and  the  strikes  have  operated 
unfavorably  upon  the  mission",  but  the  attendance  on  the  means  of  grace  has  been 
good.  The'  pastor  attends  to  the  wants  of  the  young  who  are  becoming  English, 
and  an  English  congregation  is  growing  uj)  in  the  bosom  of  the  mother  church. 
Appropriation  last  yelr,  $100.    This  year  the  same.    Pastor,  F.  R.  Schwedes. 

Ridqely,  Caroline  Co. — Three  congregations,  one  at  Ritlgely,  one  near  Fasten 
in  Talbot  Co.,  and  a  third  in  Queen  Ann  Co.  Members,  68.  Losses  by  removals,  10, 
S.  S.  Scholars,  40.  Baptisms,  4.  Additions,  5.  Church  papers,  12.  Benevolence, 
$8.58.  The  new  church  at  Kidgely  was  dedicated  last  si)ring.  Its  cost  was  about 
»2000,  with  little  or  no  indebtedness  resting  on  it.  The  mission  has  been  under 
the  Board  between  three  and  four  years.  It  is  a  matter  of  regret  tiiat  the  con- 
gregation at  Ridgely  has  failed  during  this  period  of  time  to  raise  the  salary  for 
the  pastor,  which  was  expected  when  he  became  its  missionary.  The  deficiency 
has  partlv  licen  made  un  by  the  gifts  and  contributions  of  otluT  churches,  and 
partly  by"  the  manual  labor  "of  the'missionary  himself.  To  some  extent  his  health 
has  failed  in  consequence  of  exposure  and  hard  work,  and  lie  thinks  it  woiild  be 
be.st  if  the  Hoard  would  assign  him  another  fielil  of  usefulness.  Appropriation 
la-st  vear,  $.320.     This  vear,  — .     Pastor,  J.  II.  Hannabery. 

East  Baltimore. — Tlie  establishment  of  a  mission  in  the  ea.stern  section  of  the 
city  of  Baltimore,  referred  to  in  our  la.st  annual  report,  has  made  .some,  alt]u)Ugh 
not  much  progress  during  the  year.  An  examination  has  been  made  for  the  location 
of  a  chapel,  the  Classis  of  Maryland  have  ])romised  to  assi.st  in  its  erection  to  the 
amount  of  310(tO,  and  our  conclusion,  l)a.sed  on  inquiries  made,  is  that  $2U0(I  more 
can  be  seeure<l  for  tiiis  ol)ject  in  the  churches  of  Baltiniore — provided  there  is  no 
further  delay  in  initiating  a  movement  to  begin  some  actual  work.     Vacant. 

NOKTH  CAROLIXA. 

Concord,  Cabai-rus  Co. — As  this  mission  seemed  to  be  making  slow  progresp, 
an<l  had  suffered  some  lo.sses,  our  mis.sionary,  Mr.  (lurley,  by  advice  of  his 
Itrethreii  and  the  ai)probation  of  the  Board  accepted  of  a  position  in  Catawba 
College  as  one  of  its  ])rofessors,  retaining,  however,  his  connection  with  the  mis- 
sion bv  .supplvinsr  it  himself  or  getting  some  one  else  to  take  his  jdace.  In 
additio"n,  he  su])])lied  the  Fast  Rowan  charge  during  tlie  summer,  after  its  pa.stc^r 
had  rcsimied,  ))reaclied,  made  i)astoral  visitations  and  catechized  the  youtli. 
UndiM- all  the  circunistanees  of  the  ease,  it  has  been  thought  best  that  Concord 
should  be  connected  with  the  Central  Rowan  eiiarge,  and  give  its  pastor  a  small 
aiipropriation.  Mr.  (iurley  will  tlicn  witlnlraw  from  tliis  field  at  the  end  of  this 
year — the  1st  of  November,  and  will  need  no  further  support.  Ai>i)roj)riatiou 
$2.50.     This  vear,  $.5(1.     Pastor,  (!.  D   (Jurley. 

Lhinthitiji'i,  Cahiirrun  Co. — Our  interest  at  this  place  remains  about  the  same  as 
it  was  one  year  ago.  The  attendance  at  divine  worship — once  a  month — is  good 
and  some  additions  have  been  made  to  the  church.  It  deserves  the  attention  of 
the  Board — at  least  until  .some  arrangement  can  be  made  by  wliicii  it  may  be  con- 
nected with  other  ])oints,  so  as  to  strengthen  it  and  make  it  self-sustaining.  Ap- 
])ropriatiou  last  year,  f5U.     This  year  the  same.     Pastor,  .J.  A.  Foil. 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

Grace  Chnrch,  TTa«//ij)^/o>(.— Members.  02.  S.  S.  scholars,  48.  Bajitisms,  4- 
Additions,  ](».  Benev(denee,  $5.  Local  objects,  .-^5()0.  Cost  of  cliapel,  $4700.  Of 
ground,  $3240.     Present  value,  .^lO.OUO.    The  indebtedness,  abeut  •■f2200,  has  been 
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as=!umed  hj  friends  of  the  mission,  witli  tlie  understanding  that  it  is  to  be  paid 
hereafter  by  tiie  assessments  made  by  the  Classis,  for  the  erection  of  the  chapel. 
As,  however,  interest  must  be  paid  on  the  notes  as  they  are  renewed  from  time  to 
time,  it  is  a  matter  of  great  importance  that  the  congregations,  whicli  have  not  as 
yet  paid  their  apportionments  for  the  Washington  Cliapel,  should  do  so  with  the 
least  j)ossi})le  delay.  In  this  way  much  interest  may  be  saved,  and  the  money  be 
devoted  for  other  useful  purposes.  The  mission  itself  pays  no  interest,  and  so  it 
may  be  said  to  be  practically  without  any  debt.  As  already  announced  in  the 
papers  of  the  church,  the  new  chapel  was  dedicated  to  the  worship  of  God  on  the 
hist  Sunday  in  April.  It  is  a  neat  and  attractive  structure,  in  an  eligible  part  of 
the  city,  and  tlie  Board  congratulates  the  church  in  view  of  the  success  which  has 
crowned  its  efforts  to  establish  a  Christian  Church  in  the  National  Capital.  A 
good  beginning  has  been  made  in  the  structure  which  has  been  erected  to  serve  for 
a  time  for  the  wants  of  the  mission  ;  but  as  the  congregation  grows  and  its  wants 
increase,  a  larger  and  more  imposing  building  will  be  needed,  for  which  there  is 
ample  room  on  the  lot  of  ground  on  which  the  present  house  stands.  The  build- 
ing up  of  a  distinctly  Reformed  Church  in  such  a  placflb  as  Washington  is  en- 
cumbered with  difficulties  of  a  peculiar  kind;  but  with  the  continuance  of  the 
divine  blessing,  which  has  thus  far  rested  on  this  undertaking,  we  may  hope  that 
the  vine  here  ]ilanted  will  grow  and  be  abundantlj'  fruitful  in  future  years. 
Since  the  mission  has  been  permitted  to  worship  in  a  home  of  its  own,  it  has 
received  a  new  impulse,  and  both  pastor  and  i^eople,  thankful  for  what  God  has 
done  for  them  thus  far,  have  experienced  a  new  inspiration  to  go  forward  with 
the  work  committed  to  their  hands.  Appropriation  last  year,  $500.  This  year 
the  same.     Pastor,  C.  F.  Sontag. 

NEW  YORK. 

German  Evangelical  St.  PauVs  Reformed  3Iission. — Under  the  care  of  the 
Board  of  the  Eastern  German  Synod,  but  assisted  in  ])art  by  this  Board.  Mem- 
bers, 12.5.  S.  S.  scholars,  125.  Baptisms,  105.  Additions,  25.  Benevolence, 
$100.  Local  objects,  $700.  Original  cost  of  propertv,  $4,000.  Present  value, 
$5,000.  Indebtedness,  $100.  Reduction,  $700.  Cliurcli  papers,  110.  Contribu- 
tions of  Missionary  Society,  f  100.  Members  in  the  Missionary  Society,  40.  At- 
tendaxice  about  100.  Quarterly  rental  on  leased  ground,  $112.  Ai)i)ropriation 
last  year,  $300 ;  this  year,  J^l  .0.     Pastor,  F.  Fox. 


St.  Paul's  Chirrc.il,  Emporia. — During  the  past  year  this  mission  was  unfor- 
tunate in  losing  its  pastor,  Rev.  J.  G.  Shoemaker,  who  on  account  of  his  health 
and  inadequate  support,  felt  compelled  to  withdraw  from  the  field.  Since  then  it 
has  been  vacant,  and  its  interests  as  a  matter  of  course  have  suffered.  During  the 
month  of  July  the  Rev.  D.  B.  Shuey,  under  the  direction  of  the  Board,  visited  the 
mission,  administered  the  communion,  and  by  personal  intercourse  sought  to 
encourage  the  members.  With  his  consent  he  was  elected  pastor  of  the  congrega- 
tion, and  tlie  Board  then  tendered  him  the  appointment  of  missionary  to  Emporia 
and  of  superintendent  of  our  missionary  interest  in  Kansas,  which  he  has  ac- 
cepted. He  expects  to  enter  upon  his  duties  in  his  appointed  field  of  labor  by  the 
1st  of  November.  In  the  mean  time  he  exijccts  to  collect  as  much  money  as  he 
can  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  parsonage  and  jmying  off  the  del)t  of  the  church 
at  Emporia.  Tlie  interest  and  success  of  the  mission  repiire  the  adoption  of 
measures  of  this  kind,  and  it  is  hoped  that  Mr.  Shuey  will  meet  with  encourage- 
ment an  1  support  in  this  object,  wherever  he  makes  application.  Both,  he  and 
his  work  commend  themselves  to  the  generous  liberality  of  our  churches.  His 
visit  and  the  arrangement  of  the  Board  have  had  a  happy  effect  upon  the  mission 
in  the  way  of  encourgement  and  hope,  and  the  membership  now  sliow  a  willing- 
ness to  make  a  new  start  and  to  do  what  they  can.  Ai^propriation,  ^500.  Pastor, 
D.  B.  Shuey. 

MISSOURI. 

Tarkio  3Iission. — The  Rev.  L.  M.  Hensell,  who  was  commissoned  to  labor  as 
missionary  in  Kansas  a  year  ago,  visited  various  points  and  preached  as  opportu- 
nities presented  themselves.     In  travelling  from  i^lace  to  place  he  exposed  him- 
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self  a  great  deal,  so  that  during  the  winter,  becoining  physically  di.sahled,  he 
asked  to  be  relieved  from  further  service  under  the  Board.  Tiiis  request  was 
granted. 

NEBRASKA. 

Aurora. — During  the  past  year  our  missionary,  Mr.  Erb,  has  done  a  large 
amount  of  work  in  the  way  of  "exj)loration.  He  rej)orts  that  he  finds  Kelbrnied 
people  in  all  parts  of  the  ytate,  but  so  scattered  that  it  Ijeconies  diffic-ult  to  find 
them  near  enough  to  each  otiior  to  form  them  into  organizations.  He  now  has 
six  places  at  which  he  jjreaciies  once  or  twice  a  montli,  of  wiiich  the  farthest 
otF  from  his  home  in  Atiiora  is  80  miles.  During  the  fall  and  winter  he  ex- 
pects to  fill  appointments  during  the  week  time.  lie  continues  to  jn-each  at 
Aurora,  where  we  have  moml)crs  but  as  yet  no  organization.  At  York,  where 
he  preaclies  once  a  montii,  he  expects  to  organize  a  congregation  at  the  next 
communion,  ff>r  which  the  people  are  now  ready.  At  Hampton  he  preaclies 
once  a  month  to  a  few  members  with  gradually  increasing  audiences.  Jn  Saun- 
ders Co.  he  preaches  to  an  orgaTiized  congregation,  and  the  peoj)le  show  a  wil- 
lingness to  do  what  tiiey  can  for  his  support.  Six  miles  from  this  place,  at 
Ithaca,  there  are  Reformed  families,  whom  he  expects  to  organize  into  a  congre- 
gation. There  are  Reformed  fiimilies  in  Salina  Co.,  sixty  miles  from  Athora, 
whom  he  exj^ects  to  visit  at  an  early  day.  A  short  time  ago  a  colony  of  some 
twenty  German  Russians,  twenty-five  miles  from  Athora,  a])]>licd  to  Jlr.  Erb 
for  a  "Reformed  minister,  and  he  promised  to  do  for  them  whatever  he  could 
in  the  future.  Thus  far  he  rejiort.s  forty  members.  Many  still  stand  aloof,  who 
will  be  gathered  into  the  church,  as  his  work  gives  jiromise  of  i)ermanency. 
Hajjtisms,  'i.  Additions,  5.  Thus  far  the  missionary  has  to  a  great  extent  been 
doing  the  work  of  a  pioneer  ;  but  it  is  easy  to  see  that,  if  it  is  kept  up  persistently 
for  a  number  of  years,  it  will  result  in  a  large  increase,  and  the  establishTuent  of 
many  new  churches.  Thus  far  he  has  been  receiving  only  a  small  compensation 
for  his  services,  but  the  prospects  are  that  this  will  increase  from  year  to  year,  as 
the  country  imi)roves.  Last  winter  he  received  helj)  in  the  way  of  missionary 
boxes — one  from  a  Presbyterian  CJhurch  in  Ohio,  he  knew  n(jt  how — and  he  will 
need  similar  help  during  the  coming  winter.  The  laborer  is  worthy  of  his  hire. 
Api^roi^riation,  last  year,  $300.     This  year  the  same.     Pastor,  Edmund  Erb. 

CALIFORNIA. 

Salerri's  Church,  Napa. — After  the  withdrawal  of  pastor  De  Geller  from  Napa 
the  Rev.  George  Meehtersheimer,  our  missionary  in  Washington  Territory,  was 
engaged  by  the  Board  to  take  his  place  at  Napa.  As  there  seeme<l  no  immediate 
prospect  that  the  mission  would  l)ecome  self-sustaining  for  years  to  come,  i)astor  M. 
commenced  preaching  at  three  other  points,  with  tlie  view  of  strengthening  his 
charge,  at  Sonoma,  St.  Helena  and  Valleys.  There  are  favorable  i)rosi)ects  of  or- 
ganizing a  congregation  at  Sonoma  at  an  early  day,  with  otJ  members.  It  is  too 
soon  to  speak  of  his  success  at  the  other  points,  but  it  may  be  said  that  thus  far 
tliere  is  no  reason  for  discouragement.  It  is  believed  that  in  this  way  the  mission 
will  become  sclf-sui)porting,  and  tlie  course  of  the  missionary  is  eonnnended  by 
file  Board.  The  congregation  at  Nai)a  holds  its  own,  but  its  indebtedness— $500-— 
is  still  very  much  in  the  way  of  its  i)rogress.  No  statistics  given  this  year.  Ap- 
propriation livst  year,  $300. "  No  appropriation  for  the  present.  Pastor,  George 
Meehtersheimer. 

Stocklon. — During  the  i)a.styear,  the  Reformed  Church  at  Stockton,  in  the  begin- 
ning cherished  and  sujiijortedby  this  Board,  l)ut,  for  a  number  of  years  past,  self- 
sustaining  and  apjiareiitly  prf)si)erous,  met  with  a  great  calamity.  After  its  regu- 
lar pastor  resigned  and  withdrew  from  the  field,  a  so-called  minister  of  the  Gt»si)el 
crept  in  unawares,  occu])ii'd  tlu'  ])ulpit,  and  succeeded  in  inducing  a  large  portion 
of  the  members  to  withdraw  from  the  Reformed  Chun-h  and  connect  themselves 
with  his  own  denomination.  He  further  snceeeilcd  in  getting  the  charter  changed 
in  one  of  the  lower  courts,  on  tiie  false  assumjition  tluit  the  congregation  was  a  so- 
called  Independent  Reformed  Cliurch,  and  as  such,  had  a  right  to  alienate  its 
l)roperty  and  transfer  it  to  someixxly  else.  Under  tiiese  circumstances,  the  Board 
authorized  the  Rev.  E.  De  (Jeller  to  i)roceed  iisour  missionary  to  Stockton,  and  to 
do  what  he  could  to  save  the  Reformed  Church  from  entire  destruction.     In  this 
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he  has  been  thus  far,  under  the  blessing  of  God,  successful.  He  has  rallied  such 
members  as  he  could  find  that  were  true  to  the  Church,  and  has  been  preaching 
for  them  in  such  places  as  were  available.  A  suit  has  been  entered,  the  intruder 
ejected  for  the  time  being  at  least,  and  the  church  closed  by  the  sherift',  until  the 
Supreme  Court  of  California  decides  the  true  ownership  of  the  church.  The  case 
was  to  be  decided  last  week,  and  if  there  has  been  no  postponement,  we  may  ex- 
pect to  hear  the  result  soon.  The  property  is  worth  about  $5,000,  and  the  cost  of 
the  suit  may  be  somewhere  between  four  and  five  hundred  dollars.  Appropri- 
ation the  same  as  at  Napa,  $300.     Pastor,  Eugene  De  Geller. 

Alameda. — During  the  course  of  the  year,  pastor  Hartman  informed  the  Board 
that  his  labors  at  Alameda  did  not  seem  to  be  productive  of  good  results,  and  so 
he  made  the  request  that  he  be  assigned  to  some  other  field  on  the  Pacific  coast, 
where  he  could  be  more  useful.  He  was  unwilling  to  receive  money  from  the 
church,  unless  he  had  some  prospect  of  building  up  a  Christian  congregation 
among  the  Germans  at  Alameda.  At  the  time  he  wrote  to  us  he  did  not  see  that 
this  could  be  done,  and  so  he  asked  to  be  allowed  to  go  elsewhere  to  preach  the 
Gospel.  Subsequently,  however,  a  change  took  place  in  his  prospects  and  he  con- 
cluded to  remain  at  his  post.  Some  twenty  persons  at  Oakland  came  forward  and 
entreated  liim  to  organize  them  into  a  church,  which  he  con.sented  to  do.  The 
new  organization  is  called  "  Immanuel's  Church  at  Oakland."  The  course  pur- 
sued by  the  missionary  has  been  approved  by  the  Board.  His  prospects  now  are 
more  encouraging  than  they  were  one  year  ago.  S.  S.  scholars,  70.  Baptisms,  12. 
Appropriation  last  year  $400.     This  year  the  same.    Pastor,  C.  Hartman. 

OREGON. 

Portland. — Tliree  congregations,  Portland,  Astoria  and  Oak  Point.  Members 
130.  S.  S.  scholars,  65. "Baptisms,  40.  Additions,  13.  Benevolence,  $25.  Local 
Objects,  $746.  Property,  $8,000.  No  debt.  Congregation  at  Astoria  expects  to 
build  a  church  ;  have  been  oflered  a  large  amount  of  lumber  for  that  purpose. 
At  Oak  Pt)int  the  members  are  also  adopting  measures  to  build  a  church  with 
good  prospects  of  success.  At  Portland  the  congregation  propose  to  build  a  par- 
sonage during  the  year.  The  Anglo-German  Institute  belonging  to  the  mission  is 
taught  by  the  daughter  of  the  missionary,  assisted  by  her  father  and  another  teaf  h- 
er.  It  has  met  thus  far  with  good  success,  and  has  proved  itself  a  useful  auxiliary 
to  the  mission.  It  is  now  proposed  to  convert  this  school  into  a  Mission  house,  for 
the  purpose  of  preparing  young  men  for  the  ofiice  of  the  ministry  and  the  pro- 
fession of  teaching  in  the  interests  of  the  Reformed  Church  on  the  Pacific  Coast, 
and  the  missionary  asks  for  the  counsel  of  the  Board  and  the  Synod  in  the  matter. 
The  mission  proposes  to  be  self-supporting  after  the  1st  of  October,  1882,  under 
certain  conditions.  Appropriation  last  year,  $200.  Self-sustaining.  Under  the 
Board  eight  years.     Pastor,  John  Gantenbein. 

Salem. — Members,  56.  Baptisms,  7.  Additions,  7.  S.  S.  Scholars,  20.  Pastor 
Muellhaupt  has  ceased  preaching  at  Waldo  Hills,  and  referred  the  congregation 
to  Classis  for  supplies,  in  order  that  he  might  give  attention  to  other  points,  where 
congregations  may  be  organized.  Once  a  month  he  preaches,  at  present,  in  Albany 
city,  where  he  has  the  prospect  of  organizing  a  congregation  at  an  early  day. 
Recently  he  visited  a  Swiss  settlement  in  Washington  Territory,  destitute  of  the 
means  of  grace,  where  perhaps  something  may  be  accomplished  in  the  future.  For 
the  last  six  years  the  mission  at  Salem  has  been  worshipping  in  a  rented  hall, 
which  has  been  a  barrier  in  the  way  of  its  progress.  Encouraged  by  the  Board, 
it  has  recently  purchased  a  valuable  property,  consisting  of  a  church,  two  lots, 
and  an  old  parsonage,  for  $2000.  In  a  few  years  it  will  be  worth  double  or  treble 
that  amount.  Thus  far  .$450  have  been  advanced  to  effect  the  purchase,  and  the 
balance  is  to  be  paid  in  two  annual  installments,  falling  due  on  the  1st  of  Octo- 
ber, 1S83  and  1884,  bearing  interest  at  nine  per  cent.  The  Board  has  promised  to 
assist  the  mission  in  this  undertaking,  to  the  extent  of  $250,  out  of  monies  received 
for  church-building  purposes.  Of  this  amount  $60  have  been  already  paid  by 
contributions  sent  from  the  Easton  and  Frederick  congregations,  which  were  thank- 
fully received  by  the  pastor  and  his  flock.  Appropriation  last  year,  $200.  This 
year  the  same.     Pastor  Muellhaupt. 

Stafford,  Clackamas  County. — In  November  last  the  two  congregations  organ- 
ised By  pastor  Lauge — St.  Peter's,  near  Oregon  City,  and  St.  John's,  near  New 
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Era, — at  his  request  were  supi)lieil  \vi;li  a  pastor  of  their  own,  in  the  person  of 
Rev.  Frederick  Ewald,  sent  to  this  eouutry  last  year  by  the  St.  Chrischona  Pilger 
Institute,  at  Basel,  Switzerhuul;  Tlie  thirty-six  members  of  these  two  small  eon- 
grej^ations  now  sui)port  their  own  pastor.  The  first  mentioned  hasereeted  a  com- 
modious jiarsonatre,  in  wiiieh  it  worsiiiji-i  for  the  i)resent,  and  cxixets  to  erect  a 
house  of  worship  at  an  early  day.  Tlie  eliureii  at  New  Era,  with  tlie  helj)  of  ^50 
appropriated  by  the  Board  of  ^lissions,  for  which  the  pastor  and  members  e.xjjress 
their  heart-felt  thanks,  are  at  present  l)uilding  themselves  a  small  lioiise  of  worship, 
which  will  l)c  linished  and  dedicated  at  an  early  day.  Pastor  Jvanffc,  on  account  of 
failintr  health,  hasl)een('onii)elled  to  confine  his  activity  to  the  single  congregation  at 
Meridian,  where  he  has  been  preaching,  teaching  school,  teaching  music,  and  cate- 
chising the  youth.  Providence  alone  has  prevented  him  from  making  long  mission- 
ary tours,  or  assisting  neighboring  brethren,  as  he  was  formerly  accustomed  to  do. 
It  is  now^  his  purpose  to  make  a  visit  to  Germany,  for  the  benefit  of  his  health,  but 
at  the  earnest  entreaty  of  Classis  and  his  congregation,  he  has  jiromised  to  remain 
with  his  flock,  if  his  health  j)ermits,  until  a  successor  comes  in  and  takes  his  j)lace. 
It  will  be  observed  that  there  are  now  two  charges  in  his  field,  one  of  which  is 
self-supporting,  both  of  which  may  be  said  to  have  grown  out  of  the  small  mission 
at  Salem.  Members  of  the  Meridian  congregation,  31.  S.  S.  Scholars,  24.  Bap- 
tisms, 3.  Losses,  5.  Additions,  2.  (.'ontributed  for  congregational  purposes  $400. 
Value  of  church  property,  $'M0,  dedicated,  without  any  debt  on  it,  in  June  last 
amidst  general  rejoicing,  in  which  neighboring  congregations  served  bv  Pastor 
Lange  took  part.  Appropriation  last  year,  $2U0.  This  year  the  same.'  Pastor 
Julius  Lange. 

West  Union,  Washington  County. — This  mission  was  taken  under  the  care  of  the 
Board  during  the  past  year,  and  its  pastor  was  received  from  a  sister  denomina- 
tion. He  has  one  small  congregation  with  seventeen  members,  and  aSundav-school 
with  ten  scholars;  but  he  makes  many  missionary  tours — on  foot — from  place  to 
place,  preaching  every  Sunilay,  and  as  often  as  he  can  during  the  week.  lie  has 
the  pleasure  of  seeing  that  his  labors  are  appreciated.  Some  of  his  hearers  travel 
as  far  as  ten  tuiles,  on  the  Sabbath,  to  attend  divine  services.  Much  of  his  time 
is  spent  in  visiting  the  people  who  are  scattered  about,  so  that  he  may  converse 
and  pray  with  them,  and  read  to  them  the  word  of  God.  It  would  assist  him  very 
much  in  his  work,  he  thinks,  if  he  could  take  with  him,  in  his  visits,  some  "-ood 
books  and  religious  tracts  in  the  German  language,  and  jiresent  them  to  the  people. 
Some  of  them  have  no  Bibles,  and  others  have  no  books  to  read.  This  missionary 
is  inadequately  supported.  With  $5fi  as  salary  from  the  people,  and  a  small  ap- 
propriation from  the  Board,  he  cannot  support  himself  and  family.  It  is  a  case 
in  which  relief  is  needed,  especially  during  the  coiuing  winter.  Appropriation  last 
year,  $150.    This  year,  S200.     Pastor  II.  Stauss. 

WASHINGTON  TERRITORY. 

Seattle. — Pa.stor  Kreuter,  during  the  year,  has  rendered  valuable  assistance  to 
pastor  Gantenbein  in  his  raisionary  work.  For  a  while  he  i)reached  at  the  Dalles, 
out  owing  to  difficulties  and  changes  in  the  i)lace,  he  withdrew,  and  by  advice  of 
Cla.ssis,  has  been  supplying  the  mission  at  Seattle.  During  the  year  he  has  also 
preached  at  Walla-Walla.  Unfortunately,  his  annual  rei)ort  failed  to  reach  the 
Superintendent,  and  he  is  not  able  to  report  the  results  of  his  activity.  A])pro- 
priatiou  last  year,  $200.    This  year  the  same.    Pastor  A.  Kreuter. 

IOWA. 

The  following  missions  in  Iowa  were  placed  under  this  Board  at  the  suggestion 
of  the  Potomac  Synod,  and  by  the  request  of  the  Classis  of  Iowa,  and  with  this 
understanding,  tlie  Synod  promisc<l  to  contribute  S4.")0  for  their  sujiport  during  the 
year.  The  Synod  of  Pitt-sburgh  further  promised  to  contriinite  .?250  for  the  same 
object. 

Pleasant  Valley  Mission,  Fremont  Co. — This  mission  was  organized  in  May 
1879  by  the  Rev.  D.  P.  Lefever  with  17  meniliers,  and  placed  under  the  Board  o^ 
Missions  of  Iowa  Classis,  with  an  appropriation. 

It  has  at  present  65  members,  a  Sunday-school  of  30  scholars,  exclusive  of  the 
adults  who  are  accustomed  to  attend  regularly,  and  a  catechetical  class  of  ten 
young  persons.    Three  children   were  baptized,  $50  contributed  to  benevolence. 


32 

and  $250  for  local  objects.  The  attendance  on  divine  services  is  good  and  im- 
proving. The  new  church,  built  in  September  last,  cost  $1500,  and  was  dedicated 
without  any  debt  resting  on  it.  The  mission  is  gaining  a  firmer  foothold  in  the 
community,  has  basod  itself  on  true  Christian  principles,  and  seeks  to  make  a 
stand  against  the  surrounding  tide  of  worldlines.s,  intemperance,  the  foolish 
amusements  of  the  world,  and  other  sins  abounding  in  a  new  country.  The  sup- 
port of  the  pastor  all  told,  including  the  appropriation  of  the  Board,  during  the 
vear,  did  not  aiiiount  to  more  than  S275,  from  which  it  is  plain  enough  that,  unless 
lie  had  employed  some  means  of  his  own  (his  pension),  must  have  come  to  want. 
Appropriation  last  year,  $125.     This  year,  $125.     Pastor,  D.  P.  Lefever. 

Beamen  Mission,  Grundy  Co. — The  missionary  commenced  his  work  in  this 
field  on  the  1st  of  October,  1881,  with  one  organized  congregation.  Since  then  he 
has  organize*  another  congregation  at  Liscomb  in  Marshall  Co. — eighteen  miles 
distant — with  eight  members.  The  charge  thus  consists  of  two  congregations. 
Members,  31.  S.  S.  scholars,  99.  Benevolence,  32.98.  Local  objects,  $55.  One 
missionary  society  with  36  msmbers,  each  paying  ten  cents  per  month.  Church 
])apers,  10.  The  Lord's  sujtper  administered  quarterly.  No  church  buildings, 
but  in  case  there  are  no  losses  by  removals  or  otherwise  one,  if  not  two,  new 
churches  will  be  erected  during  the  coming  year.  Many  of  the  members  came 
from  the  East  originally,  and  are  liberal  in  their  support  of  the  church.  Appro- 
priation last  year,  $250.     This  year,    250.     Pastor,  Henry  Bair. 

Three  other  missions  in  the  Iowa  Classis  were  taken  under  the  Board,  but  from 
these  no  annual  reports,  giving  statistics,  have  been  received.  They  are  as  fol- 
lows :  WiUnn  Mi^ifion,  Muscatine  Co. — Appropriation,  $125.  Pastor,  S.  C. 
Ijong;  Brandon  Mission,  Buchanan  Co. — Appropriation,  180.  Now  vacant; 
and  Ldghton  Mission  on  the  rail-road  running  from  Oskaloosa  to  Des  Moines, 
vacant,  but  supplied  by  Rev.  J.  H.  Buser.     Apjiropriation  not  gnven. 

Ursinus  Union.— The  Rev.  I^.  W.  Kremer,  D.  D.,  Treasurer  of  the  Mission- 
ary Committee  of  the  Ursinus  Union,  reports  that  since  the  last  annual  meeting 
of  the  svnod,  he  has  received  and  paid  out  tor  missionary  purposes  $771.6L  A 
part  of  this  amount  was  used  for  the  stipport  of  a  missionary  under  the  care  of 
the  Board,  and  the  ))alance  has  been  paid  into  the  treasuries  of  other  missionary 
boards  of  the  Church. 

STJMMAKY. 

Number  of    missions 55,  last  year,  45 

Members   in  the  missions 6,355,  "  4,159 

[           Baptisms  during  the  year 720,  "  720 

Additions  during  the  year 655,  "  588 

Sunday-school  scholars 4,886,  "  3,406 

Amount  collected  for  benevolence $1,023,  "  $932 

for  local  objects $25,196,  "  $18,927 

Estimated  value  of  projierty  belonging  to 

the  missions $188,860,  "  $164,000 

Reduction  of  Indebtedness $5,238,  

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 

From  the  Treasurer's  report  it  appears  that  the  income  of  the  Board  during  the 
vear,  from  all  sources  up  to  date  was,  for  missions  $1 1,804,  for  Washington  Chapel 
$3,065,  and  for  Church  Building  Fund,  $54,  in  addition  to  some  contributions  to 
this  object  included  in  the  general  fund.  Whole  amount  $14,923.  It  compares 
favoralily  with  the  contributions  of  previous  years. 

For  the  coming  year  the  Board  will  need  $1 6,500  in  order  to  meet  current  ex- 
penses, for  which  we  recommend  that  the  Synods  raise  the  following  amounts : 

The  Synod  of  the  United  States $9,000 

The  Svnod  of  the  Potomac 4,250 

The  Synod  of  Pittsburgh 3,250 


KECOMMENDATIONS. 

are  besrinnins  i 

the  Synods  to 


The  Board  is  pleased  to  see  that  our  churches  are  beginning  to  send  in  their 
contributions  to  the  Church  Building  Fund,  and  it  recommends  to  t 


33 

reiterate  their  requests  of  last  year,  and  encourage  churches  and  individuals  to  do 
more  for  this  object  during  tlie  coming  year. 

As  the  Board  finds  it  difficult  ta  supply  its  missions  with  pastors,  owing  to  the 
want  of  ministers,  it  recommends  to  the  Synods,  to  adopt  measures  to  induce  more 
of  our  young  men  to  devote  themselves  to  the  ministerial  work. 

The  Board  recommends  to  the  Synods  to  adoi)t  all  suitable  measures  to  diffuse 
missionary  intelligence,  to  awaken  the  missionary  spirit,  and  to  develop  the  liber- 
ality of  our  people  in  promoting  the  interests  of  Ciirist's  Kingdom  in  the  mis- 
sionary work.  Respectfully  submitted, 

THEODORE  APPEL, 

September  19,  1882.  Superintendent. 

III.      REPORT   OF   THE   TREASURER  OF   MISSIONS. 

To  the  Board  of  Missions  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States : 

I  beg  leave  to  present  the  following  Report  of  the  Finances  of  the  Board 
during  the  past  Synodical  year. 

Contributions  for  missions  were  made  as  follows  by  the  several  classes  com- 
posing the  three  Synods,  viz. : 

Synod  of  the  Waited  States. 

Classis  of  Philadelphia $     85  52 

Tohickon 369  88 

"  Goshenhoppen 657  63 

"  East  Pennsylvania 1092  18 

"  Lebanon 1149  11 

"  Lancaster 625  28 

"  East  Susquehanna 203  00 

"  West  Susquehanna 651  96 

Lehigh 527  06 

Total  from  the  Synod  of  the  United  States     $  5,301  62 

Synod  of  the  Potomac. 

Classis  of  Zion $  357  66 

"  Maryland 1418  56 

J  "  Mercersburg 1241  63 

"  Virginia 301  85 

"  San  Francisco 24  80 

"     "     North  Carolina  75  65 

Total  from  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac  .    .      $3,420  15 

Synod  of  Pittsburgh. 

Classis  of  Somerset $     30  09 

From  Treasurer  of  Synod 2674  50 

Total  from  Synod  of  Pittsburgh   ....      $  2,704  59 

Miscellaneous  Sources. 
From  Locke  legacy  (loaned  out)  ....  $  500  00 

"         "  "       (interest) 167  83 

"     other  legacies 78  00 

'*      Reformed  Church,  Emporia,  Kan.  5  00 

"      Ladies'   Missionary  Society,  Evan- 
gelical Reformed  Church,  N.  Y.  .        25  00 
"      E.  and  S.  Dieffeudcrfer,  Michigan  .         10  00 
"      Collections  in  Neb.  per  Rev.  E.  Erb        25  00 
"  "  at  Synod  of  Danville    .        24  36 

"     Loans 400  00 

$  1,235  19 

.  $12,721  65 
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Balance  in  the  Treasury  Oct.  3,  1881  .    .  1,230  97 

Total  from  all  sources $13,952  52 

Note. — The  loan  of  $400  remains  unpaid. 

Disbursements. 
Balance  in  the  Treasury  Oct.  3,  1881  .    .  $  1,203  97 
Paid  orders  of  the  Board  during  j'ear  .    .     12,074  26 
"     Rev.  D.  S.  Fouse,  Treasurer  of  Iowa 

Classis 280  00 

Balance  in  the  Treasury  Sep.  19, 1882  .    .  394  29 

$13,952  52 

We  certify  that  the  foregoing  account  of  Wm.  H.  Seibert,  Treasurer  of  the 
Board  of  Missions  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States,  was  this  day 
audited  hy  us  and  found  correct,  and  a  balance  of  three  hundred  and  ninety- 
four  and  j2(j9j  dollars  (1394^2^9^)  found  in  the  Treasurer's  hands. 

Witness  our  hands,  at  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  this  20th  day  of  September,  1882. 

W.  n.  H.  Snydek,  "I  Committee  of 
D.  W.  Gross,  /    Auditors. 

Washington  Mission. 

The  following  sums  were  received  during  the  year  for  Washington  Mission, 
viz.  : 

From  Classis  of  Lancaster $  183  43 

"  "  Lebanon 411  00 

Lehigh 144  32 

Tohickon 164  43 

"  "         Gosheuhoppen 50  00 

$  953  18 

"  "  Zion      25  00 

"  "  Mercersburg 214  16 

"  Maryland 1869  18 

$2108  34 

One-half  of  Collection  of  Synod  of  Pittsburgh,  14  00 

Total $3075  52 

Note. — The  Board  is  indebted  on  loan  the  sum  of  $1600,  towards  the  payment 
of  which  there  is  in  the  Treasury  $222.73. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Wm.  H.  Seibert,  Treasurer. 


IV.      REPORT  OF  STANDING  COMMITTEE  ON  MISSIONS. 

The  following  is  the  Report  of  the  Standing  Committee  on  Missions, 
as  adopted  hy  the  Synod : 

Your  Committee  on  Missions  report  that  they  have  carefully  considered  the 
several  items  referred  to  them,  as  follows : 

Item  1.  Appointments  for  the  missionary  meeting  on  Tliursday  evenin<j:. 
Addresses  by  the  Superintendent  of  Missions,  Rev.  Dr.  Appel,  Rev.  Dr.  Eschbach, 
and  Rev.  H.  Hilbish,  in  the  order  named. 

Item  2.  A  letter  from  the  Rev.  D.  S.  Fouse,  Treasurer  of  Iowa  Classis,  from 
which  we  learn  that  the  Synod's  apportionment  upon  the  several  Classes  for 
mission  work  within  the  bounds  of  said  Classis  have  been  paid  in  full  only 
by  the  Classes  of  Mercersburg  and  Virginia.  Your  Committee  recommend  the 
following  for  adoption: 

Risolved,  That  the  several  Classes  delinquent  in  this  matter  be  and  are  hereby 
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urtjed  to  meet  this  deficiency  without  further  delay,  as  the  necessity  of  the  case 
demands. 

Item  3.  A  letter  from  Rev.  J.  Gantenbein,  President  of  the  Portland-Oregon 
Cla-ssis,  with  reference  to  the  establishment  of  a  Mission  House  within  the  bounds 
of  that  Classis.  Your  Committee,  thoU!,'h  not  in  possession  of  the  necessary  data 
on  which  to  base  for  itself  a  juiii;ment  as  to  the  matter,  yet  desirous  of  encouraging 
whatever  effort  may  lawfully  eimtribute  to  the  advancement  of  mission  work,  at 
the  request  and  on  the  judi,'iiieiit  nf  the  Tri-Synodic  Board  and  the  Superintendent 
of  Home  Missions,  rec'omiiu'n<l  that  tlie  Synod  give  its  sanction  to  the  estal)lish- 
ment  of  the  said  Mission  ilousc;  and,  further,  whilst  assuming  no  direct  jjCCU- 
uiary  obligation  in  its  behalf,  do  yet  commend  it  to  the  confidence,  prayers,  and 
suj)port  of  the  (Jhurch. 

Item  4.  A  letter  from  Rev.  Dr.  Johnston,  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners for  Foreign  Missions,  calling  the  attention  of  this  Synod  to  the  wr)rk.  of 
that  Board,  and  asking  our  active  co-operation  in  the  work  now  fairly  begun  in 
the  Empire  of  Japan. 

Your  Committee  are  pleased  to  learn  of  the  success  so  far  attending  the  efforts 
of  the  Board,  and  believing  with  the  Board  that  the  further  and  successful  prosecu- 
tion of  the  work  demands  that  Brother  Gring  be  at  once  reinforced,  suggest  that 
the  Synod  encourage  the  Board  in  its  efforts  to  secure  and  send  out  assistants ; 
and,  as  an  earnest  of  our  interest  and  sympathy,  we  do  hereby  urge  upon  all  our 
congregations  and  peonle,  that  with  thankful  hearts  and  liberal  bauds  they  lay 
upon  the  altar  their  offerings  in  behalf  of  this  cause,  and  that  the  several  Classes 
be  directed  to  take  whatever  further  action  may  be  deemed  necessary  to  call  forth 
the  sympathy  and  enlarged  gifts  of  the  people. 

Item.  n.  A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Tri-Synodic  Board  of  Missions, 
presenting  two  resolutions  of  the  Board:  (a)  re(iuesting  this  Synod  to  take  such 
action  as  will  secure  a  more  general  introduction  of  the  3Iissioit(tr)/  Herald  into 
our  congregations;  (b)  calling  the  attention  of  the  Synod  to  the  fact  that  the 
apportionments  of  the  several  Classes  for  the  AVashington  Mission  Chapel  have 
not  all  been  paid. 

Believing  with  the  Board  that  a  more  general  reading  of  the  Mii^sionary  Herald 
would  further  the  cause  of  missioTis,  we  suggest  that  the  Herald  be  anew  com- 
mended to  the  patronage  of  the  Church,  and  that  the  pastors  be  urged  to  use 
all  diligence  in  securing  its  more  general  circulation.  And  further,  in  behalf  of 
both  Home  and  P"'oreign  Missions,  that  there  may  be  still  more  general  informa- 
tion in  matters  pertaining  to  this  particular  subject;  that  the  sjiirit  of  missioiis 
may  be  cultivated  among  young  an<l  okl,  children  as  well  as  ailults;  that  the 
Church  thnnighout  may  be  stimulated  to  a  more  intelligent,  cheerful,  and  effective 
giving  and  working,  it  is  urged  upon  all  the  pastors  that  in  their  ])ulpits,  and  iu 
their  visitations,  they  make  more  freciuent  nu-ntion  of  the  claims  of  the  Board, 
that  tiiey  hold  sjjecial  nu-etings,  organize  missionary  societies,  and  gather  the 
children  into  mission  bands. 

We  recommend  for  adoption  the  following: 

Re»olved,  That  the  several  Classes  delimiuent  in  their  ajtportionnients  for  the 
"Washington  Mission  Chapel  be  urged  to  make  prompt  payment  in  full. 

From  the  reports  of  the  Superintetulent  and  Treasurer  of  the  Tri-SynodLc  Board 
of  Mi.ssions  we  gather  the  following  facts,  wliicli  we  present  for  your  eoiisideratioa. 
The  I$oard  had  under  its  care  durini,'  the  year  filty-tive  missions,  an  inen,'ase  of 
ten  over  the  j)revious  year.  These  inidude  a  nieiiibership  of  .■).!.»,"),  an  increase  of 
1110;  Sunday-school  scholars  4S8(i,  an  increase  of  1480 ;  and  together  coiitribirting 
for  (jcnevolence  $192.i.0(),  an  increase  of  .$!>!>1.()();  also  increasing  tiie  value  of 
their  jiroperty  to  the  extent  of  .S'_'4,8iH>.Ol),  ami  redneiii'^  their  indel)t.'(hiess  in  the 
sum  of  -i^o'J.'iS.tK).  Of  these  fifty-five  missions  two  have  i)eeonie  self-sustaining, 
eleven  bore  a  reduction  in  their  ap|>ropriations,  twenty-three  receive  the  same  as 
last  year,  and  the  remaining  nineteen  are  either  new  missions,  vacant,  or  their 
aj)propriations  for  the  year  not  yet  determined. 

We  also  learn  that  during  the  year  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  CliurHi  in  the 
United  States  contributed  for  Home  Missions  the  sum  of  .>!53(;i  .tL',  less  In-  .'>.')(!0.8(i 
than  during  the  year  i)revi()us,  and  ■■f.'il.'{S.:{s  l((>s  than  the  an\ount  api)ortioncd  by 
the  Board.  The  Synod  of  the  Potomac  contributed  .$."i4l!().ir>,  an  increase  over  the 
previous  year  of  $8.38.27,  yet  $:52t).85  short  of  the  full  amount  ai>t)oi-tion8d.     This 
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deficiency,  however,  will  be  more  than  met  should  Zion's  Classis,  now  divided, 
meet  its  delinquency  of  $792.34  on  the  amount  apportioned.  The  Synod  of 
Pittsburgh  contributed  $270-1.59,  an  increase  of  $042.10  over  the  former  year,  and 
only  $45.41  short  of  the  full  amount  apportioned.  The  total  amount  contributed 
by  the  three  Synods  bein.Ef  $11,486.36,  or  $69.49  less  than  was  reported  last  year. 

Whilst  the  above  sliowiug  is  discouraging,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  Old  Mother 
Synod,  yet  is  it  a  matter  of  hearty  congratulation,  so  fiir  as  it  has  reference  to  our 
o\yn  Synod  and  the  Synod  of  Pittsburgh,  giving  proof  that  our  pastors  have  not 
failed  to  present  and  urge  the  claims  of  the  Board,  and  that  our  people  have  given 
an  encouraging  response. 

For  the  coming  year  the  Board  asks  that  the  Synods  raise  for  its  work 
$16,500.00,  an  increase  of  $1500.00,  which  increase  the  Board  apportions  in  equal 
sums  of  $500.00  upon  the  three  Synods  respectively,  and  asks  that  this  Synod 
raise  $4250,00  during  the  present  Synodical  year.  Whilst  we  regard  this  appor- 
tionment of  the  increase  out  of  all  just  proportion  and  unfair,  yet,  believing  that 
tliis  Synod  is  well  able  to  raise  this  amount,  and  willing  rather  to  help  than 
hinder  the  Board  in  its  work,  we  recommend  that  the  Synod  assume  this  amount, 
and  urge  our  Classes  to  meet  it  fully  and  promptly,  apportioning  to  each  as 
follows:  Mercersburg  Classis  $1250,00,  Maryland  Classis  $1250.00,  Gettysburg 
Classis  $550.00,  Zion's  Classis  $5U0.00,  Virginia  Classis  $325.00,  Carlisle  Classis 
$300.00,  North  Carolina  Classis  $175.00,  Portland-Oregon  Classis  $50.00,  and  San 
Francisco  Classis  $25.00.     Making  $4425.00. 

Your  Committee  presents  the  following  resolutions  for  adoption,  to  wit: 

Resolved,  That  we  hereby  express  our  gratitude  to  Almighty  God,  as  we  have 
reason  to  do,  for  the  degree  of  blessing  and  encouragement  He  has  vouchsafed  to 
us  in  our  work,  and  pledge  ourselves  anew  and  with  stronger  desire  to  His  service. 

Resolved,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Missions  be  urged  to  give,  if  possible,  a 
larger  share  of  direct,  personal  attention  to  the  missions  under  the  care  of  the 
Board,  in  order  that  he  may  the  better  learn  the  actual  necessities  of  each,  and 
by  his  presence  give  encouragement  to  the  missionaries  and  their  little  flocks. 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  be  urged  to  use  the  most  rigid  economy  in  making 
appropriations,  and  also  enforce  the  rule  of  an  annual  reduction,  save  in  cases  of 
the  greatest  necessity,  with  a  view  to  a  rapid  increase  of  the  number  of  missions 
supporting  themselves,  and  opening  the  way  for  taking  up  new  mission  iields. 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  the  Tri-Synodic  Board  from  this  Synod  be  urged 
unitedly  to  press  the  claims  of  the  mission  field  within  the  bounds  of  this  Synod, 
and  through  the  Board  vigorously  to  prosecute  the  open  field  in  the  Virginia 
Valley  and  still  further  southward. 

Resolved,  That  the  Stated  Clerk  furnish  the  Treasurer  of  the  Tri-Synodic  Board 
of  Missions  with  the  several  amounts  apportioned  to  each  Classis,  and  that  he 
open  accounts  with  them. 

Resolved,  That  our  pastors  be  requested  to  take  up  a  collection  in  each  of  their 
congregations  in  behalf  of  the  Church  Building  Fund  during  the  present  Synodical 
year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  A.  HOFFHEINS,  Chairman. 


In  the  same  connection,  the  following  resolutions  were  moved  and 
adopted,  to  wit: 

Resolved,  That  the  attention  of  the  mother  Synod  be  respectfully  called  to  the 
great  disparity  in  the  raising  of  the  apportionments  for  Home  Missions,  as  set 
forth  in  the  foregoing  report. 

And,  Whereas,  The  Iowa  Classis  has  formally  placed  its  missions  under  the 
care  of  the  Tri-Synodic  Board  of  Missions,  in  compliance  with  the  imposition  of 
this  Synod,  at  its  last  annual  meeting,  held  in  Waynesboro';  and,  inasmuch  as 
Iowa  Classis  requests  further  assistance ;  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  the  request  of  Iowa  Classis  for  missionary  aid  be  referred  to  the 
Tri-Synodic  Board  of  Missions. 

Resolved,  That  the  term  of  service  of  the  members  of  the  Synodic  Board  of 
Missions  extend  hereafter  to  the  meeting  of  the  Synod,  instead  of  only  to  October 
Ist,  as  ordered  by  the  Synod  of  Winchester,  in  1875. 
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Rfsolred,  That  the  Synodic  Board  of  Missions  make  the  appointment  of  speak- 
ers for  the  missionary  meeting  of  the  next  Synod,  at  least  six  months  before  the 
meeting  of  the  Synod  is  to  take  place. 

At  the  election  for  members  of  the  different  Boards,  held  during  the 
session  of  Saturday  forenoon.  Rev.  J.  O.  Miller  and  Elder  J.  T.  Hotter 
were  chosen  as  members  of  the  Synodic  Board  of  Missions,  for  the  term 
of  four  years. 

MEMBKRS  OF  THE  SYNODIC  BOARD  OF  MISSIONS  AND  TERMS  OF  SERVICE. 

Rev.  J.  O.  Miller,        ...  4  years October,  1886. 

Elder  J.  T.  Motter,      .        .        .  4    "  "        1886. 

Kev.  J.  M.  Titzel,         .        .        .  3    "  "        1885. 

Rev.  I.  S.  Weisz,  .        .        .  3    "  "        1885. 

Rev.  E.  R.  Eschbach,  .        ,        .  2     "  "        1884. 

Rev.  E.  N.  Kremer,     .        .        .  2     "  "        1884. 

Rev.  G.  VV.  Welker,    ...  1  year "        1883. 


ARTICLE  XV. 

FINANCE. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Treasurer  of  Synod  was  presented  to  Synod 
and  read,  and  then  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Finance,  for 
the  purpose  of  being  audited.     The  Report  is  as  follows : 

Louis  Markell,  Treasurer,  in  account  with  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac. 

Dr. 

Dec.  13, 1881.    To  cash  from  Lewis  H.  Steiner,  late  Treasurer $150  84 

May  27,  1882.     To  cash  of  Virginia  Classis 125  00 

May  29,  1SS2.     To  cash  of  Mercersburg  Classis 275  00 

June  8,  1882.    To  cash  of  North  Carolina  Classis 25  00 

Aug.  8,  1882.    To  cash  of  Maryland  Classis 175  00 

Making $750  84 

Contra  Cr. 
Dec.  17,  18S1.    By  cash  to  Rev.  Wm.  M.  Deatrick,  Treas.,  interest  on 

Stoudenour  legacy $12  00 

Dec.  17,  1881.     By  cash  to  Rev.  Wm.  M.  Deatrick,  freight  on  Minutes  of 

General   Synod 3  00 

Jan.  11,  1882.     By  cash  to  Publication  Board,  for  printing  Minutes 145  75 

:May  13,  1SS2.     By  cash  to  Rev.  E.  E.  Higbee,  traveling  expenses 10  00 

May  2!t,  1882.     By  cash  to  Rev.  Wm.  M.  Deatriek,  expenses 12  00 

May  29,  1882.      ''^  "  "  salarv 100  00 

May  29,  1882.      "                     "                   "                partof  *300,  appropria- 
tion to  Mercersburg  College 163  00 

Aug.  29,  1882.    By  cash  to  Rev.  Wm.  M.  Deatrick,  balance  of  said  appro- 

priJition 137  00 

Oct.  10,  1882.     Balance,  cash  on  hand 168  09 

Making $750  84 

\t  the  last  meeting  of  the  Synod,  the   following  assessments   were 
made,  to  wit : 

Zion's  Classis $275  00+325  00=t600  00 

Maryland  Cla-osis 275  00+325  00=  600  00 

Mercersburg  Classis 275  00+325  00=  600  00 

Virginia  Classis 50  00+  75  00=  125  00 

North  Carolina  Classis 30  00+  50  00=    80  00 

Total $2005  00 
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Of  the  above  amount,  the  Treasurer  has  received  the  following  sums, 
to  wit : 

Mercersburg  Classis T275  00 

]*Iaryland  Classis 175  00 

Virginia  Classis,  in  full 125  00 

North  Carolina  Classis 80  00 

Making $600  00 

and  leaving  unpaid  $1405  00. 

Of  this  amount  there  is  due  from  Zion's  Classis,  $600  00 ;  Maryland  Classis, 
?425  00;  Mercersburg  Classis,  1326  00;  and  North  Carolina  Classis,  $55  00. 
Making  $1405  00. 

KEPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  FINANCE. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Finance  submitted  its  report,  during  the 
session  of  Monday  evening,  which  was  received  and  adopted,  as  follows, 
to  wit : 

Your  Committee  on  Finance  begs  leave  to  report,  that  the  Treasurer's  Report 
has  been  duly  audited  and  found  correct,  with  a  balance  on  hand  of  $168  09. 

To  meet  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  Synod  and  pledge  to  Mercersburg  Col- 
lege, the  following  assessments  are  made,  namely : — Mercersburg  Classis,  $190  00  ; 
Maryland  Classis,  $190  00 ;  Zion's  Classis,  $110  00;  Gettysburg  Classis,  $110  00; 
Carlisle  Classis,  $65  00 ;  Virginia  Classis,  $40  00  ;  North  Carolina  Classis,  $35  00 ; 
San  Francisco  Classis,  $5  00  ;  and  Portland-Oregon  Classis,  $5  00.  Making  $750  00. 

To  meet  the  deficiency  in  the  Theological  Seminary  income,  the  following  ap- 
jiortionments  are  made,  namely  : — Mercersburg  Classis,  $40  00  ;  Maryland  Classis, 
*40  00 ;  Zion's  Classis,  $20  00;  Gettysburg  Classis,  $20  00 ;  Carlisle  Classis,  $15  00, 
and  Virginia  Classis,  $15  00.     Making  $150  00. 

To  meet  the  $900  00  on  Washington  Mission  Chapel  apportionment,  still  due 
from  the  Zion's  Classis,  lately  divided  into  the  three  Classes  of  Zion,  Gettysburg, 
and  Carlisle,  the  following  apportionment  is  made,  namely  :  —  Zion's  Classis, 
$350  00 ;  Gettysburg  Classis,  $350  00  ;  and  Carlisle  Classis,  $200  00. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  C.  Bowman,  Chairman. 

The  North  Carolina  Classis  was  exonerated  from  the  payment  of  the 
assessment  of  $50  00  for  the  Theological  Seminary  and  Publication  Board 
of  the  Eeformed  Church,  made  la.st  year  by  the  Synod  of  Waynesboro'. 


REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES  OF  SYNOD. 

The  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Synod  presented  the  following  annual 
report,  which  was  adopted,  viz. : 

The  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac  would  report,  That  the 
P>oard  met  and  organized  on  the  14th  of  October,  1882,  by  electing  Rev.  J.  T. 
Rossiter,  President,  and  Elder  J.  Taylor  Motter,  Vice  President  and  Secretary,  in 
conformity  with  the  charter. 

The  Board  recommends,  that  Synod  instruct  its  agent,  Rev.  M.  H.  Sangree,  to 
collect  the  remainder  of  the  good  subscriptions  on  his  book  within  the  current 
Synodical  year.  Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  Taylor  Motter,  Secretary. 

The  request  from  the  Zion's  Classis  for  a  distribution  of  its  arrearage 
on  apportionment  for  Washington  Mission  Chapel,  among  the  three 
Cla.sses  of  Zion,  Gettysburg  and  Carlisle,*  was  granted,  and  the  Standing 
Committee  on  Finance  was  ordered  to  make  such  distribution  ;  which 
Avas  accordingly  done,  as  reported  above. 

With  reference  to  the  failure  of  the  Zion's  Classis  to  take  favorable  ac- 
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tion  on  Church  Building  Fund,  and  North  Carolina  Chassis  on  assess- 
ment for  Theological  Seminary  and  Publication  Board,  and  a  part  also  on 
assessment  for  Contingent  Fund,  as  reported  in  item  14  of  the  Eeport  of 
Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes,  the  Synod  adopted  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

Resolved,  That  this  Svnod  deeply  regrets,  that  the  Chissis  of  Zion,  (iiuludniK 
Oettvsbur?  and  Carlisle" Classes)  and  North  Carolina  Cla.ssis  declined  to  respect 
the  instructions  of  the  Synod,  above  referred  to,  and  that  it  earnestly  hopes,  that 
liereafter  a  different  course  will  be  pursued. 

At  the  election  for  members  of  the  several  Boards  of  the  Synod,  the 
Rev.  A.  H.  Kremer  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
Synod  for  the  term  of  five  years. 

MEMBERS  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES  AND  TERMS 
Rev.  A.  H.  Kremer,        ...        5  years 
Elder  J.  T.  Motter,  .        .        .        4     " 

Kev.  J.  T.  Rossiter,  .        .        .        3     " 

Elder  Louis  Markell,       .        .        ,        2    " 
Elder  II.  "Wirt  Shriver,  .        .        *        1  year 

ARTICLE  XVI. 

APPEALS   AND   REFERENCES. 

Nothing  occurred  under  this  head. 


OF  SERVICE. 

January  1,  1888. 

1,  1887. 

"        1,  188ti. 

1,  1885. 

"         1,  1884. 


ARTICLE  XVII. 

COMPLAINTS. 

Nothing  occurred  under  this  head. 

ARTICLE  XVIII. 
SUNDAY  SCHOOLS. 

The  Sunday-school  IJoard  presented  its  annual  report  to  the  Synod, 
which  was  adopted  as  follows  : 

To  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac  : 

The  Sunday-school  Board  begs  leave  to  report  the  following  progranmie: 
Topic  I.  The  Sundav-school— What  it  should  be.  Speakers,  Revs.  A.  11. 
Kremer  and  J.  C.  Bo'wman.  Topic  II.  The  best  way  of  preparing  Suiidav- 
sehool  teachers  for  their  work.  Speakers,  Revs.  F.  J.  Sauerber  and  1.  1-. 
lloffmeier.  ,     r,        j  ^       ^  ^ 

For  the  discussion  of  these  topics,  the  Board  requests  the  Synod  to  set  apart 
M,me  suitable  time.  The  Board  reports  also  the  sum  of  Filty  Dollars  in  the 
hands  of  it  Treassurer,  which  is  at  the  disposal  of  the  Synod. 

Respect  full  V  sul)niitted, 

'  J.  W.  SaXTEE,  Preside7it. 

The  Synod,  accordlnglv,  set  apart  Friday  evening  for  a  Sundav-school 
meeting,  when  the  foregoing  programme  of  the  Sunday-school  Board 

was  observed.  i.   r     xi 

The  Sunday-school  Board  was  instructed  to  make  arrangements  tor  the 

Sunday-school  meeting,  to  be  held  during  the  sessions  of  the  next  Synod, 

at  least  six  months  before  the  meeting  of  the  Synod.        ,      .  ,     ^        , 

At  the  election  held  for  members  of  the  ditferent  Boards  of  the  Synod, 


40 


Rev.  Wm.  R.  H.  Deatrich  was  chosen  a  member  of   the  Sunday-school 
Board  for  the  term  of  five  years. 

MEMBERS  OF  THE  SUNDAY-SCHOOL  BOARD  AND  TERMS  OF  SERVICE. 


Rev.  W.  R.  H.  Deatrich    . 

5  years 

October,  1887. 

Rev.  B.  R.  Carnahan 

4      " 

1886. 

Rev.  W.  K.  Zieber      . 

.        3      " 

1885. 

Elder  G.  S.  Griffith      .       . 

2      " 

"        1884. 

Rev.  F.  F,  Bahner 

1      " 

"        1883. 

ARTICLE  XIX. 
CHURCH  GOVERNMENT. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes,  under  item  9,  reported 
a  request  from  the  Mercersburg  Classis  for  the  formation  of  a  new  Classis 
out  of  that  portion  of  her  territory  lying  north  and  west  of  Fulton 
county,  to  be  called  the  Juniata  Classis — the  organization  not  to  go  into 
effect,  until  after  the  next  annual  meeting  of  the  Mercersburg  Classis. 

On  motion,  the  request  was  granted,  and  the  Classis  of  Juniata  was 
constituted  out  of  the  territory  specified,  as  requested.  Revs.  J.  O. 
Miller,  W.  R.  H.  Deatrich,  H.  T.  Spangler,  and  Eklers  D.  Hildebrand, 
and  G.  W.  Hartman  were  appointed  a  special  committee  to  name  the 
place  and  time  of  meeting,  and  the  individual  to  preside  at  the  formal 
organization  of  the  Juniata  Classis.  This  committee  subsequently 
reported,  as  follows,  which  was  received  and  adopted,  namely : 

To  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac  : 

Your  Committee  appointed  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements  for  the  formal 
organization  of  the  Juniata  Classis,  begs  leave  to  report  the  following  for 
adoption  : 

Resolved,  That  this  division  of  the  Mercersburg  Classis  go  into  effect  imme- 
diately after  the  next  annual  meeting  of  said  Classis. 

Resolved,  That  the  Juniata  Classis  meet  for  organization  in  the  Reformed 
church  of  Greencastle,  Pa.,  on  Tuesday  morning,  May  22nd,  A.  D.  1883,  at  10 
o'clock,  and  that  Rev.  J.  M.  Titzel  preside  on  tlie  occasion. 

Resolved,  That  the  roll  and  statistics  of  the  Mercersburg  and  Juniata  Classes 
be  reported  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  Synod,  in  accordance  with  sucli  division. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  O.  Miller,  Chairman. 


The  same  Committee,  under  item  13,  reported  a  request  from  the 
Carlisle  Classis,  that  its  statistics  be  published  in  connection  with  the 
names  of  ministers  and  pastoral  charges  belonging  to  it. 

The  request  was  granted,  and  it  was  ordered,  that  the  statistical  table 
of  the  Zion's  Classis,  as  furnished  to  the  Synod,  by  its  Stated  Clerk,  be 
so  divided,  that  the  Classes  of  Zion,  Gettysburg,  and  Carlisle,  shall  have 
their  proper  statistics  published  in  the  Statistical  Tables  of  the  Synod. 


The  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Synod,  under  item  15,  reported 
the  appointment  for  the  organization  of  the  Gettysl)urg  Classis  to  take 
place  in  Gettysburg,  Pa.,  June  14th,  1882,  on  which  occasion  Rev.  M. 
Iviefler  was  to  act  as  President, 
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The   Rev.   Dr.   Kieffer   presented   the  following  report,   which   was 
received  and  adopted,  to  wit : 
To  the  Honorable  St/nod  0/  the  Potomac  : 

Dear  Brethren  : — Having  been  appointed  by  the  Synod,  at  its  last  annual 
meeting  to  preside  at  the  organization  of  the  Gettysburg  Classis,  I  respectfully 
report,  tluit  I  attended  to  tlie  dutv  assigned  me,  on  the  7th  day  of  June,  18S2,  as 
the  Minutes  of  this  newly  organized  body  will  show.  M.  KlEFFER. 

In  this  connection,  the  following  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  irregularity,  in  changing  the  time  of  the  organization  of  the 
Gettysburg  Classis  from  the  14th  to  the  7th  of  June,  be  excused,  as  the  change 
was  made  for  sufficient  reasons,  aud  that  the  organization  be  confirmed. 

The  same  Committee,  under  item  16,  reported  that  the  authorized  Car- 
lisle Classis  was  to  meet  for  organization  in  Carlisle,  Pa.,  June  14th,  1882, 
and  that  Rev.  A.  H.  Kreraer  was  to  preside. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Kremer  submitted  the  following  report,  which  was 
received  and  adopted,  to  wit : 

OEGAXIZATION  OF  CARLISLE  CLASSIS. 

The  undersigned  respectfully  reports,  that  the  Classis  of  Carlisle  was  duly  or- 
ganized in  Carlisle,  Pa.,  on  the'lSth  of  June,  1882,  by  the  election  of  a  President, 
Stated  Clerk,  and  Treasurer. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  H.  Kremer. 
In  this  connection,  the  following  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That,  in  accordance  with  the  request  of  the  Carlisle  Classis,  as 
stated  in  its  Minutes,  the  irregularity  of  said  Classis  in  meeting  a  day  earlier  for 
organization  be  excused,  as  the  change  was  made  for  sufficient  cause,  and  that  the 
organization  be  confirmed. 


The  change  of  place  of  the  annual  meeting  by  the  Portland-Oregon 
Classis  was,  on  motion,  excused  as  it  was  made  for  valid  reasons,  aud  the 
change  validated. 


The  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Synod,  under  item  2,  reported 
the  a])pointmcnt  of  a  special  committee  by  the  last  Synod,  of  which  Rev. 
Wm.  M.  Deatrick  was  chairman,  to  take  into  cniisidoration  certain  pro- 

Sosed  changes  in  Church  Government.  The  chairman  reported  to  the 
ynod,  that  he  had  failed  to  get  a  quorum  of  the  Committee  together  to 
carry  out  the  ])urpose  for  which  it  had  been  appointed.  The  Synod, 
thereupon,  so  changed  the  special  committee  as  to  make  it  consist  of  the 
members  of  the  committee  in  attendance  upon  the  sessions  of  the  Synod, 
together  with  Revs.  J.  M.  Titzel,  and  S.  N.  Callender.  Thus  constituted 
the  committee  was  ordered  to  report  at  three  o'clock  during  tlie  session 
of  Monday  afternoon.  At  the  appointed  hour,  tlie  committee  presented 
the  following  report,  which  was  received  and  adopted  : 

REPORT  OF  committee  ON  ITEM  2  OF  REPORT  ON   MIN'UTES  OF  SYNOD. 

The  Special  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  item  2  of  the  Rejiort  of  the 
Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Synod,  having  reference  to  tlie  request  of  the 
General  Synod,  as  sent  down  to  the  District  Synods,  to  give  an  expression  of 
opinion  with  respect  esjiecially  to  the  following  importiint  projjosed  changes  in 
the  practical  goverumeut  of  the  Church,  namely:   (1)  annual  sessions  of  th« 
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General  Synod;  (2)  election  of  delegates  by  the  District  Synods  instead  of  the 
Classes;  (3)  concentration  of  Church  work  "in  Boards  appointed  by  the  General 
Synod,  begs  leave  to  report,  after  due  consideration  of  the  matter,  the  following 
resolutions  for  adoption : 

Resolved,  That  we  give  it  as  our  unanimous  opinion  that  annual  sesssions  of 
the  General  Synod,  and  the  election  of  delegates  by  the  District  Synods  instead 
of  by  the  Classes,  as  at  present,  are  not  desirable. 

Resolved,  That  the  concentration  of  Church  work  in  Boards  appointed  by  the 
General  Synod  is  deemed  both  expedient  and  desirable. 

Respectfully  submitted  by  order  of  the  Committee, 

Wm.  M.  Deatrick,  Chairman. 


AETICLE  XX. 

PUBLICATION. 

The  following  report  was  presented  by  the  Stated  Clerk,  with  reference 
to  the  publication  of  the  Minutes  of  the  Ninth  Annual  Meeting  of  the 
Synod,  and  was  adopted  : 

REPOKT  ON  PUBLISHING  MINUTES. 

The  undersigned  begs  leave  to  report  that  he  had  two  thousand  copies  of  the 
Acts  and  Proceedings  of  the  last  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Synod  printed  and  bound 
in  pamphlet  form,  according  to  instructions,  'and  distributed  them  agreeably  to 
the  rules  and  regulations  in  the  case.  The  Minutes  number  ten  pages  less  than 
those  of  the  preceding  year,  and  cost  $145.75,  or  ten  dollars  more  than  those  of 
the  previous  year.  The  work  was  done  by  the  Reformed  Church  Publication 
Board. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Wm.  M.  Deatrick,  Stated  Clerk. 

The  Stated  Clerk  was  instructed  to  have  two  thousand  copies  of  the 
Minutes  of  the  present  sessions,  duly  authenticated,  printed,  and  to 
distribute  them  among  those  entitled  to  receive  them. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  PUBLICATION  OP  THE  REFORMED 

CHURCH. 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Publication  of  the  Reformed 
Church  is  as  follows: 

To  the  Synods  of  the  United  States,  the  Potomac  and  Pittsburgh,  The  Board  of 
Publication  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States  respectfully  submits  the 
following  report: — 

During  the  past  year  the  Board  has  held  three  regular  meetings.  At  the  first 
meeting  George  Gelbach  was  elected  President,  and  Chas.  G.  Fislier,  Secretary 
and  Treasurer  for  the  ensuing  year;  the  latter  was  also  elected  Superintendent  of 
the  Board.  It  is  perhaps  needless  to  say  that  at  all  these,  due  attention  was  given 
to  the  interests  committed  to  its  charge. 

It  gives  the  Board  great  pleasure  to  report  that  the  year  just  closed  has  been 
one  of  decided  improvement  and  great  encouragement  in  its  affairs  and  opera- 
tions. In  the  two  Departments — Periodical  and  Book — there  has  been  an 
advance  in  the  receipts  over  those  of  last  year. 

From  the  Annual  Statement  of  the  "Superintendent  submitted  at  the  last 
meeting  of  the  Board,  the  following  summary  is  gathered,  indicating  the  financial 
condition  of  the  Establishment : — 
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'  Receipis  of  the  year $43,447.6/ 

Disbursements 42,963.78 

Excess  of  Receipts 493.79 

Liabilities,  Julv  31,  1881  34,434.48 

Liabilities,  July  31,  1882 30,827.32 

Decrease  of  Liabilities 3,607.16 

General  Assets,  July  31,  1881 42,949.47 

General  Assets,  July  31,  1882 42,879..50 

Decrease  of  Assets 69.97 

General  Assets 42,879.50 

Add  Ileal  Estate 35,000.00 

Total  Assets 77,879.50 

General  Liabilities 30,827.32 

Add  Mortgage 20,000.00 

$50,827.32 

Excess  of  Assets $27,052.18 

As  to  the  Periodicals,  it  is  also  gathered  from  this  Statement,  that  there  is 
taken  as  a  whole,  a  considerable  increase  in  their  number  during  the  year.  Some 
have  sufft^red  a  falling  off,  whilst  others  have  made  a  decided  advance.  This  w  il 
be  noticed  as  they  are  taken  up  in  their  order.  ''The  Mcfueiu/cr"  ba.>i  had  the 
addition  of  232  subscribers  over  the  discontinuances  tliat  usually  occur — the 
whole  number  of  subscribers  being,  at  this  time,  a  fraction  less  than  6500,  which 
is  more  than  double  the  number  it  had  wiien  the  Publication  Office  was  removed 
from  Chambersburg  to  Philadelphia  in  1864.  The  continued  increase  of  sub- 
scribers is  greatly  owing  to  the  active  oj)erations  of  our  General  Agent,  IL  K. 
liinkley,  in  the  different  charges,  he,  with  the  co-operation  of  the  Pastors,  has 
been  able  to  canvass. 

In  the  number  of  subscribers  of''  The  Gnardiiin"  there  has  been  a  slight  de- 
crease of  129.  This  has  been  mainly  owing  to  the  fact  of  the  Hoard  issuing  during 
tlie  year  "  2'he  iicholars'  Qwirter/i/"  ■which  some  teachers  or  schools  have  taken 
in  preference  to  it  as  a  help  in  giving  instruction    in  the  Sunday  School. 

It  was  indeed  expected  that  it  would  suffi-r  a  greater  reduction  in  number,  for 
the  reason  given,  tlian  it  has.  It  gives  the  IJoanl  pleasure  to  say,  that,  as  a  maga- 
rine,  it  is  growing  in  favor  among  the  young  of  tiie  churcli,  and  iiolding  its  former 
position  among  the  Teachers  as  a  valuable  help  to  them  in  tiieir  Sunday  School 
work. 

There  has  also  been  a  decrease  of  subscribers  for  "  T/ie  Reformed  Quarterly 
Review"  to  the  number  of  25.  We  should  be  enabled  to  report  to  the  contrary 
in  regard  to  this  Periodical.  We  note  also  a  small  decrease  in  the  numl)er  of 
subscribers  for  "  The  Child's  Treasury" — Monthly  ami  Semi-Monthly — 115  in 
the  one  and  431  in  the  other.  This  may  be  accounted  for  in  the  fact  that  in  the 
endeavor  to  strike  a  higher  plane — namely,  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  yon/h  in  our 
Sunday  Schools — there  has  been  a  necessary  turning  fnun  it  on  tiie  jiart  of  the 
younger  children,  to  "  /Sunshine"  it  seeming  to  meet  their  wants  the  better.  This 
fact,  however,  does  not  detract  from  the  character  of  the  paper  in  the  least,  but 
is  the  natural  coiisequein'c  of  tiuit  wliich  has  been  stated.  The  paper  has  evidently 
been  edited  with  marked  ability  and  to  tiie  general  satisfaction  of  its  readers. 

"  Simshiiie"  has  increased  the  jjreatest  in  number — 1337,  and  is,  we  are  glad 
to  pay,  growing  in  favor  and  interest. 

Tiie  dfcideil  increa.se  in  our  Sunday  School  Helps  as  a  whole,  outside  of  "  The 
Gunrdian"  shows  conclusively  the  wisdom  of  the  Synods  in  committing  the 
preparation  of  the  Lessons  and  Comments  to  the  unmagement  of  tite  Hoard. 
The  arrangement  thus  far,  has  proven  satisfactory  and  they,  aswadl  as  the  form  in 
which  they  have  been  issued,  have  met  with  general  acceptance.    Up  to  the  end  of 
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the  present  fiscal  year — running  but  three-quarters  of  the  year — the  number  of  sub- 
scribers for  "  The  Scholar's  Quarterly"  has  been  9800,  and  for  the  " Frimary 
Lesson  Paper"  5952,  which  is  certainly  up  to  the  expectations  of  the  most  san- 
guine as  to  the  circulation  they  would  have  the  first  year  of  their  issue.  Their 
present  circulation  is  suificient  to  insure  their  having,  in  due  course  of  time,  a 
wider  and  greater  one  and  ably  filling  a  long  felt  want  in  the  Sunday  School 
work  of  the  church.  This  success  of  the  new  Periodicals,  has  necessarily  caused 
a  decrease  of  4168  in  the  number  of  the  former  "  Lesson  Paper,"  now  known  aa 
the  "  Advanced,"  but  this  is  greatly  overbalanced  by  the  increase  of  all  over  what 
was  the  number  issued  last  year,  which  increase  is  11,569. 

In  the  Book  Department  it  gives  the  Board  great  pleasure  to  note,  as  last  year, 
a  marked  improvement.  The  Church  is  more  and  more  coming  to  the  point  of 
giving  its  patronage  to  its  own  Book  Store.  The  receipts  in  this  Department  have 
been  over  $2000  more  than  last  year.  This  has  been  owing  to  an  increase  of  trade 
and  a  more  thorough  collection  of  accounts.  It  is  still  believed  by  the  Board 
that  the  Church  will,  in  time,  see  its  obligation  in  giving  its  undivided  support 
to  this  particular  branch  of  the  Board's  operations  and  find  it  to  its  interest  to 
do  so. 

The  number  of  books  printed  for  this  Department  during  the  year  has  been 
26,250,  including  over  14,000  Church  Almanacs. 

Wishing  to  bring  the  business  of  the  Book  Department  especially,  as  near  as 
possible  to  a  cash  basis,  with  the  beginning  of  the  next  fiscal  year  (Aug.  1st,  1882), 
it  is  proposed  to  allow  a  discount  of  5  per  cent,  on  all  bills — if  paid  within  30  days 
of  date  of  same.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  will  have  the  desired  efl'ect  and  prove 
to  be  beneficial  to  both  the  buyer  and  the  seller. 

The  Committee,  as  in  other  years,  to  whom  belongs  the  duty  of  examining  the 
stock  in  the  store  and  investigating  the  financial  condition  of  the  Board,  was 
duly  appointed,  and  submitted  the  following  report,  which  was  adopted : — 

Philadelphia,  Sept.  8th,  1882. 

Brethren  of  the  Board  of  Publication : — Your  Committee  appointed  to  examine 
the  stock  and  accounts  of  the  Publishing  House  beg  leave  to  report: — 

That  we  carefully  went  over  the  stock  and  found  it  in  a  good  condition.  We 
found  it  necessary  to  make  but  few  deductions,  and  it  is  the  opinion  of  your  Com- 
mittee that  it  is  worth  its  jiresent  estimated  value.  We  find  the  stock  in  the 
store  so  arranged  that  it  is  easy  to  see  the  amount  of  each  class  of  goods.  The 
store  books  we  find  in  a  good  business  condition.  The  new  accounts  are  not 
large  and  but  little  loss  need  be  sustained.  The  old  accounts  are  in  the  hands  of 
the  collector,  and  a  fair  percentage  is  being  collected.  You  will  find  statements  of 
stock  in  store  and  also  of  book  accounts  accompanying  this  report. 

Respectfully  Submitted, 

A.  B.  WiNGERD, 

B.  Wolff,  Jr. 

The  Board  has  made  a  satisfactory  adjustment  of  the  claim  of  the  Estate  of  the 
late  Treasurer  against  it,  in  the  matter  of  advances  made  by  him,  and  in  accord- 
ance with  his  wishes  as  expressed  in  his  last  will  and  testament,  which  were 
reported  to  tlie  Synod  last  year. 

During  the  year  the  Board  has  matured  the  plan  of  Life-Membership  subscrijv 
tions  of  $100.00  each  fi)r  "  The  Jlessenger."  This  Plan  had  its  origin  in  a  sug- 
gestion to  that  efl'ect,  made  by  an  Elder  on  the  floor  of  Synod  at  Danville,  Pa. 
The  Board  thinking  well  of  it,  followed  it  and  the  result  is,  a  favorable  begin- 
ning has  already  been  made  in  securing  such.  The  Plan  has  been  fully  explained 
in  the  columns  of  "The  Messenger,"  so  that  it  is  not  necessary  to  give  it  here. 
By  resolution  of  the  Board,  the  amounts  received  from  this  source  are  to  be  ap- 
plied to  tlie  liquidation  of  the  debt  of  the  Board.  An  effort  has  been  made  to 
secure  an  eflicient  agent  to  canvass  the  church  for  the  purpose  of  securing  at  least 
One  Hundred  such  subscrii)tions.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  in  this,  the  Board  may 
be  successful,  and  that  the  Plan  itself  may  be  put  into  full  operation.    It  certsiinly 
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ghould  commend  itself  to  those  wlio  are  possessed  with  the  means  that  would 
enable  them  to  come  thus  to  tlie  help  of  the  IJoard  in  its  endeavors  to  rise  above 
its  weight  of  debt,  and  thus  help  it  to  reach  that  day,  wlien  it  will  be  able  to 
devote,  what  it  now  pays  out  of  its  income  for  interest,  to  enlarging  its  operations 
in  the  way  of  publishing  books  and  tlie  like. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Hoard,  the  iSuperintcndent  was  instructed  to  issue 
the  Music  or  Tunes  for  the  "  Hymns  for  tiie  Reformed  Ciiurch  "  as  prepared  by 
the  Committee  of  the  Syno<ls,  in  a  separate  book  ;  also  a  pocket,  or  a  32mo. 
edition  of  the  Hymns  alone,  with  and  without  the  Forms  of  the  Order  of  Worship. 
He  was  also  instructed  to  rc-storeotypc,  with  some  improvements  in  a  mechanical 
way,  the  Heidelberg  Catecliism.  It  is  proposed  to  issue  tliese  as  soon  as  .possible; 
one  and  perhaps  all  of  them,  l)efore  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  Board  has  always  felt  the  great  necessity  of  the  Church  keeping  before  it 
continually  the  wants  "of  its  Publication  iuterests,  and  giving  its  members  an 
opportunity  of  contributing  towards  thein.  This  can  be  done  by  lifting  at  least 
one  collection  in  eacli  congregation  during  the  year.  In  years  gone  by,  the 
Synods  have  passed  resolutions  to  tliis  eliect,  but  nothing  has  resulted  therefrom. 
As  there  now  seems  to  be  a  greatly  revived  interest  in  tliis  part  of  church  activity, 
the  Hoard  at  its  last  meeting  passed  the  following  resolution  : — 

"Resolved: — That  we  hereby  renewedly  overture  the  Synods  represented  in  this 
Board,  to  see  that  at  least  one  collection  a  year  be  lifted  in  each  congregation 
belonging  to  the  Synods  and  paid  to  our  Treasurer,  Rev.  Chas.  G.  Fisher,  for  the 
use  of  the  Publication  Board." 

Should  the  Synods  take  fiivorable  action  upon  this  matter,  it  is  proposed  to 
pursue  a  plan  by  which  the  pastors  and  congregations  shall  be  kept  in  mind  of 
the  wish  of  the  Synod  to  wiiich  they  belong,  in  regard  to  this  matter. 

In  February  last,  a  change  was  made  in  the  Business  Agent  in  charge  of  the 
Book  Departinent,  by  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Chas.  II.  Taylor  who  had  been  in 
the  service  of  the  Hoard  for  several  years.  Mr.  Louis  Hoettger,  lately  in  the 
employ  of  the  American  Tract  Society,  Pliiladelphia,  and  a  member  of  tlie  Re- 
formed Cimrch,  was  appointed  to  that  position.  It  is  to  be  hoped  his  long 
experience  may  enable  him  to  bring  his  particular  Department  up  to  what  it 
should  be — a  Church  Book  Store — as  well  as  a  source  of  much  revenue  to  the 
Board. 

At  the  request  of  the  present  Editor  of  the  "  Reformed  Quarterly  Review"  the 
Board  appointed  Rev.  J.  M.  Titzel,  D.D.,  as  Co- Editor  of  the  same — the  appoint- 
ment to  go  into  effect  at  the  beginning  of  the  next  year — the  addition  of  another 
Editor  not  involving  an  increase  of  expense  in  the  way  of  salary.  Important 
improvements  are  contemj>lated  in  the  conduct  of  this  time-honored  Quarterly 
with  tlie  opening  of  the  new  volume. 

The  terms  of  the  following  Trustees  of  the  Board  will  expire  at  the  end  of  the 
present  year: — George  Golbacli,  from  the  Synod  of  tlie  I'liitcd  States,  and  Adam 
B.  Wingerd  from  tiie  Synod  of  the  Potomac.  It  will  devolve,  therefore,  upon 
these  two  Synods,  at  their  next  annual  Sessions,  to  fill  the  vacancies  that  will  thus 
occur  ill  the  Hoard. 

The  Board  has  great  reason  to  be  gratified  at  the  present  prosperous  condition 
of  the  important  interests  committc<i  to  its  care,  and  is  greatly  encouraged  to 
go  forward ;  all  it  asks  is  the  hearty  and  united  co-operation  and  substantial  aid 
and  siijijiort  of  the  Church — which  it  hxs  every  re:ison  to  expect — and  there  is 
full  assurance  that  greater  results  and  a  far  brighter  day  for  the  REFORMED 
Chckch  PunucATiON  Board  may  be  reached  in  the  near  future. 

Chas.  G.  Fisher,  Secretary.  Geo.  Gelbach,  President. 

Sept.  15,  1882. 

REPORT  OF  committee  ON   PUBLICATION. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Publication  reported  during  the  session 
of  Friday  morning.  The  report,  alter  considerable  discussion,  was 
recommitted.  The  Committee  submitted  the  following  report,  during 
the  session  of  Friday  afternoon,  which  waa  received  and  adopted, 
namely: 

The  Committee  on  Publication  respectfully  report  that  they  have  carefully 
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considered  the  Report  of  the  Publication  Board,  as  presented  to  Synod,  and 
recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  action  on  tlie  items  contained  therein: 

Resolved,  That  tlie  Synod  congratulates  the  Board  and  the  Church  on  the 
healthy  financial  condition  of  the  publication  interests  and  the  material  reduction 
of  the  indebtedness  of  the  Board. 

Resolved,  That  the  several  Classes  be  directed  to  request  their  congregations  to 
take  up  an  annual  collection,  or  otherwise  contribute  toward  the  relief  of  the 
Publication  Board. 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  heartily  commends  all  the  periodicals  and  interests 
of  our  Publication  Board  anew  to  the  pati-onage  and  support  of  the  membership 
of  the  Churcli. 

Resohxd,  That  we  fully  approve  of  the  action  of  the  Board  in  appointing  Rev. 
J.  ^1.  Titzel,  D.  D.,  co-Editor  of  the  Reformed  Quarterly  Review,  and  in  the 
proposed  publication  of  music  or  tunes  for  the  Ilyvms  for  the  Reformed  Church, 
and  a  pocket  edition  of  the  Hymns  alone,  with  and  without  the  Forms  of  the 
Order  of  Worship ;  we  would  specially  urge  immediate  and  speedy  attention  to 
the  publication  of  the  music. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Cyrus  Cort,  Chairman. 


At  the  election  held  for  members  of  the  different  Boards  of  the  Synod, 
Elder  Henry  Wirt  was  chosen  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Publication  of 
tlie  Reformed  Church  for  the  term  of  four  years. 

MEMBERS   OF   THE    BOARD   OF   PUBLICATION   AND   TERMS   OF  SERVICE. 

Elder  Henry  Wirt 4  years 1886 

"      Goldsborough  S.  Griffith  .     .     1  year 1883 


ARTICLE  XXI. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

During  the  session  of  Friday  afternoon  the  Standing  Committee  on 
Nominations  presented  its  report,  Avliicli  was  received  and  adopted.  The 
Stated  Clerk  was  instructed  to  have  two  hundred  tickets  of  these  nomi- 
nations printed  for  tlie  use  of  the  Synod,  and  the  election  was  fixed  for 
Saturday  morning  at  11  o'clock.  At  the  time  designated  the  election 
took  place.  Revs.  J.  T.  Rossiter,  J.  B.  Shontz,  C.  S.  Slagle,  and  Elder 
J.  P.  Reed  were  appointed  tellers,  who  received  the  ballots,  counted  the 
votes,  and  furnished  the  President  with  the  result  of  the  election.  This 
result  will  be  found  elsewhere,  in  connection  with  the  action  of  the 
Synod  on  the  Reports  of  the  Boards  of  Education,  Regents  of  Mercers- 
burg  College,  Missions,  Trustees  of  Synod,  Sunday-school,  and  Publica- 
tion Board. 


The  Standing  Committee  on  Overtures,  under  items  3  and  4,  reported 
communications  from  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  St. 
Paul's  Orphans'  Home,  together  with  an  appeal  for  help ;  and  from  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Managers  and  the  Superintendent  of  Bethany 
Orphans'  Home,  presenting  the  condition  and  wants  of  said  institution. 
Both  communications  were  read.  Revs-  P.  C.  Prugh,  the  Superintend- 
ent, and  J.  McConnell,  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
St.  Paul's  Orphans'  Home,  being  present  on  the  floor  of  the  Synod,  made 
statements  with  reference  to  the  help  needed  and  the  prospects  of  their 
institution.     The  items  were  then  referred  to  a  Special  Committee,  con- 
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sLsting  of  Revs.  A.  11.  Kremer,  J.  Hasslor,  C.  S.  Blagle,  and  Elders  J.  P. 
Reed  and  J.  Ritchey.  This  Committee,  during  the  session  of  Saturday 
afternoon,  submitted  the  following  rejjort,  whieh  was  received  and 
adopted,  to  wit: 

The  Special  Committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  papers  relating  to  the 
Orphan  Homes  at  Womclsdorf,  Pa.,  and  at  Butler,  Pa.,  respectfully  rei)ort  as 
follows: 

1.  The  Bethany  Orphans'  Home. — As  is  well  known,  the  building  of  this 
asylum  of  the  orphan  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  November  last,  and  on  which 
there  was  an  insurance  of  $12, 400. 00.  A  new  building  is  in  jjrocess  of  erection, 
at  a  cost  of  about  $28,000.00,  including  furniture,  gas  fi.xtures,  and  heating  by 
steam,  and  which  will  be  ready  for  occupancy,  by  a  solemn  act  of  dedication, 
in  December  next.  About  $-5000.00  are  still  needed  for  the  completion  of  the 
building,  apart  from  the  current  needs  of  the  Home.  To  meet  these  demands, 
the  Board  of  Managers  presents  an  earnest  appeal  for  our  sympathy  and  material 
aid. 

2.  The  St.  Paul's  Orphans'  Home. — This  institution  has  tliirty-six  orphans, 
almost  wholly  depending  upon  the  voluntary  contributions  of  our  churches  for 
their  future  support,  owing  to  the  withdrawal  of  nearly  all  the  aid  hitherto 
derived  from  the  State.  The  ])reseut  needs  of  the  Home  require  the  erection  of 
an  additional  wing  to  the  building,  at  a  cost  of  J<3000.00.  The  state  of  the  funds 
for  current  expenses  is  such  as  to  necessitate  the  exclusion  of  other  needy  children 
at  the  present  urged  upon  the  Board  for  reception.  This  is  s:id,  ami  should  meet 
I)rompt  relief;  and  will,  if  properly  presented  to  our  people.  These  asylums  for 
the  fatherless,  with  their  past  history  of  love  and  blessing,  appeal  .strongly  to  the 
liberality  and  earnest  prayers  of  our  churches,  and  should  receive  cheerful  and 
fostering  aid. 

Your  Committee  would,  therefore,  recommend  the  following  resolution  for 
adoption : 

Resolved,  That  our  Orphan  Homes,  Bethany  and  St.  Paul's,  commend  them- 
selves to  the  sympathy  and  liberal  support  of  our  peojile,  and  that  the  pastors  of 
this  Synod  be  requested  to  solicit  for  them  contributions  from  tlieir  congregations 
or  Sunday-schools,  or  from  both,  as  they  may  deem  best. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  H.  Kbemer,  Chairman. 


The  Standing  Committee  on  Overtures,  under  items  1  and  2,  reported 
a  communication  from  the  officers  of  the  San  Francisco  Classis,  giving 
some  account  of  the  doings  and  the  condition  of  said  Classis,  together 
with  a  number  of  documents  relating  to  unfortunate  ditficulties  existing 
in  that  Classis.  These  were  referred  to  a  Special  Committee,  consisting 
of  Revs.  E.  R.  Eschbacb,  J.  M.  Titzel,  and  I.  S.  Weisz,  for  consideration. 
This  Committee,  during  the  session  of  Friday  afternoon,  presented  the 
following  report,  which  was  received  and  adopted: 

Your  Committee,  to  whom  were  referred  the  papers  from  the  San  Francisco 
Classis,  would  report  that  we  have  carefully  exarainetl  them,  and  lind  that  they 
contain  charges  made  by  the  Rev.  Charles  Hartman  against  the  Revs.  Conrad  F. 
Waldecker  and  Julius  Fuendeling,  with  accompanying  documents,  that  involve 
the  moral  character  of  these  brethren  ;  and  letters  from  Revs.  C.  F.  Waldecker 
and  J.  Fuendeling  totally  denying  the  truth  of  these  ciiarges,  together  with  the 
earnest  protest  against  this  Synod  entertaining  these  charges  before  thev  have 
been  investigated  by  the  Chvssis.  It  further  a)>nears  from  these  ])apers  tliat  no 
annual  meeting  of  the  Classis  has  been  held.  The  reasons  given  for  this  neglect 
are  conflicting  and  contradictorv.  There  is  evidently  some  demoralization  in  the 
(,'lassis,  but  your  t'ommittee  fin(5  it  impossible  to  ascertain  the  exact  state  of  things 
from  the  papers  and  documents  in  our  iiands.  It  is  manifestly  irregular  to  bring 
charges  against  a  minister  before  the  Synod  prior  to  his  prosecution  before  the 
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Classis  to  which  he  belongs.     The  Classis  in  all  such  cases  has  primary  jurisdic- 
tion.    Therefore 

Eesoived,  That  the  charges  preferred  by  the  Rev.  C.  Hartman  against  the  Revs. 
C.  F.  Waldecker  and  J.  Fueudeling  cannot  be  entertained  at  this  time,  because 
of  their  irregularity. 

liesolvcd,  That  we  hereby  direct  the  members  of  the  San  Francisco  Classis  to 
hold  an  annual  meeting,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  attend  to  the  duties  required  of 
them  by  the  Constitution  of  the  Reformed  Cliurch  in  the  United  States. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

E.  R.  ESCHBACH,  Chairman. 

The  Stated  Clerk  was  instructed  to  furnish  the  Rev.  Julius  Fuende- 
ling,  the  President  of  the  San  Francisco  Classis,  with  an  official  copy  of 
the  foregoing  action  of  the  Synod. 


Revs.  T.  F.  Hoffmeier,  J.  D.  Miller,  C.  Cort,  M.  L.  Firor,  and  F.  J. 
Sauerber  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  report  the  proceedings  of  the 
Synod  for  the  public  press. 

An  assessment  of  twenty-five  cents  was  laid  upon  each  member  of  the 
Synod  to  meet  the  necessary  incidental  expenses  of  the  sessions  of  the 
Synod.  Rev.  R.  Smith  and  Elder  C.  A.  Shultz  were  constituted  the 
Committee  to  collect  said  assessment.  The  Committee  rejwrted  as  fol- 
lows, which  was  received  and  adojDted: 

The  Committee,  appointed  by  the  Synod  to  collect  the  assessment  of  twenty-five 
cents  upon  each  member  of  Synod,  begs  leave  to  report  that  the  duty  assigned 
has  been  attended  to,  the  amount  collected  being  $19.25.  The  Committee  paid 
one  dollar  of  this  amount  to  the  Stated  Clerk  for  the  printing  of  the  tickets,  and 
the  balance  has  been  handed  over  to  the  pastor  loci,  for  the  use  of  the  sexton,  as 
directed  by  the  Synod.  Respectfully  submitted, 

R.  Smith,  Chairman. 


On  Friday  afternoon  a  Special  Committee  on  Leave  of  Absence 
was  appointed,  consisting  of  Revs.  J.  T.  Rossiter,  F.  J.  Sauerber,  and 
Elder  F.  M.  McKeehan.  The  Committee,  just  before  final  adjournment, 
reported  as  follows,  which  was  received  and  adopted : 

Your  Committee  report  that  they  granted  leave  of  absence  to  the  following 
members :  Revs.  P.  A.  Long,  H.  F.  Long,  and  Elder  B.  Hoover,  after  Friday 
afternoon's  session;  Rev.  J.  B.  Shontz,  and  Elders  J.  Whitmore,'\V.  H.  Harry, 
and  J.  Smith,  after  Saturday's  sessions ;  Revs.  J.  Hassler,  C.  H.  Reiter,  and  Elders 
J.  A.  Hartman,  G.  W.  Hartman,  and  J.  H.  Patterson,  after  Monday  morning's 
session ;  and  Revs.  S.  S.  Miller,  W.  R.  H.  Deatrich,  and  S.  Wolf,  after  Monday 
afternoon's  session.  Respectfully  submitted, , 

J.  T.  Rossiter,  Chaii-man. 

Revs.  M.  KielTer,  A.  F.  Dreisbach,  and  H.  Hilbish  obtained  leave  of 
absence  prior  to  the  appointment  of  the  Committee.  And  Revs.  G.  D. 
Gurley,  S.  M.  Hench,  W.  M.  Andrews,  and  Elder  J.  Saum  were,  on 
motion,  excused  for  absence  at  the  last  roll  call,  having  become  sick,  or 
been  suddenly  called  away  by  sickness  or  death  during  the  sessions  of 
the  Synod. 


The  greetings  of  the  Synod  were  sent  to  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed 
Church  in  the  United  States,  in  session  at  the  same  time,  in  Bellefonte, 
Centre  County,  Pa.,  and  were  kindly  returned  by  the  mother  Synod  to 
her  daughter. 
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On  motion,  it  was 

Rfxolved,  That  the  Society  for  the  Relief  of  Disabled  Ministers  and  the  Widows 
of  Ministers  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  State's  is  hereby  commended 
anew  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  our  Churches,  and  that  the  Classes  within 
our  Synodical  bounds  be  requested  to  order  a  collection  for  the  benefit  of  said 
Society,  to  be  lifted  on  or  about  the  third  Sunday  in  June  next. 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  all  financial  business  still  remaininsj  unsettled,  as  between  the 
Zion's  Classis  and  the  two  Classes  of  Gettysburg  and  Carlisle,  recently  formed 
out  of  her  territory,  is  hereby  ordered  to  be  finally  settled  and  adjusted  through 
the  Treasury  of  Zion's  Classis. 

On  motion,  the  following  preamble  and  resolution  were  adopted: 

Whereas,  Franklin  and  Marshall  College  will  celebrate  in  1S87  the  Centennial 
of  Franklin  College,  and  the  semi-Centennial  of  Marshall  College;  and 

Whereas,  Eiforts  are  now  being  made  with  individual  members  of  the  Church 
to  give  large  donations  for  the  erection  of  new  buildings  and  for  increasing  the 
efficiency  of  the  College ;  and 

Whereas,  The  Alumni  of  the  College  are  engaged  in  an  effort  to  secure  the 
$15,000.00  yet  necessary  to  complete  the  endowment  of  $25,000.00  for  the  Pro- 
fessorship of  English  Literature ;  therefore 

Resolved,  That  we  commend  this  cause  to  the  pastors  and  people  in  the  bounds 
of  this  Synod. 

The  following  preamble  and  resolutions  were  likewise  moved  and 
adopted,  to  wit: 

Whereas,  The  evils  of  intemperance  are  so  great  and  fearful  that  the  Church 
canuot  behold  them  with  indifference ;  and 

Whereas,  We  believe  that  the  use  of  intoxicating  drinks  a.s  a  beverage  is  the 
chief  source  of  this  evil;  therefore 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  regards  with  disfiivor  the  manufacture,  sale,  or  use 
of  intoxicating  drinks  as  a  beverage. 

Resolved,  That  we  heartily  approve  of  all  lawful  and  Christian  efforts  to  save 
society  from  the  manifold  and  grievous  evils  resulting  from  intcmi)erance,  and 
earnestly  advise  our  people  to  co-operate  in  all  such  measures  as  may  seem  to 
them  wisely  adapted  to  tnis  end. 

ARTICLE  XXIT. 
MINISTERIAL    NECROLOGY. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Ministerial  Necrology,  appointed  at  the 
last  annual  meeting  of  the  Synod,  presented  the  followiiig  report,  which 
was  received  and  adopted  by  a  silent  vote,  the  Synod  rising: 

Your  Committee  on  Ministerial  Necrology  begs  leave  to  oflFer  the  following 
report : 

Two  of  the  ministers  of  this  Synod  have,  during  the  past  Synodical  year,  closed 
their  labors,  and  have  gone  to  their  reward, — Rev.  William  F.  CoUiflower  of  the 
Marvland  Classis,  and  Rev.  Daniel  Gring  of  the  Classis  of  Zion. 

The  death  of  these  wt)rthy  brethren  has  already  been  chronicled  in  various 
ways,  and  mention  has  been  made  of  tlieir  sinning  virtues  in  the  periodicals 
of  the  Church,  on  the  minute  Inwks  of  the  Classes  to  which  they  belonged,  in 
parochial  reports,  and  in  the  records  of  pastors;  but  they  are  worthy  of  an 
additional  tribute  of  rcsjiect  to  their  memory  from  this  Synod.  They  merited 
the  sincere  encomiums  of  the  Church.    They  are  deserving  of  our  kindest  and 
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most  tender  thoughts.  Ours  is  the  melancholy  pleasure  to  erect  befitting  monu- 
ments of  affection  and  esteem  to  their  names,  already  so  deeply  engraven  by  their 
own  deeds  on  the  hearts  of  their  spiritual  children  and  those  of  their  brethren 
who,  by  an  intimate  acquaintance,  knew  them  best.  We  mourn  for  them  in  love. 
AVe  rejoice  in  the  hope  of  their  blessed  immortality. 

Rev.  William  F.  Collifiower  was  born  at  Cavetown,  Washington  County,  Md., 
February  14th,  A.  D.  1814.  He  received  his  theological  education  for  the  work 
of  the  holy  ministry  in  the  Seminary  of  the  Church,  then  located  at  York,  Pa. 
He  was  licensed  to  ]n-each  the  Gospel  by  the  Classis  of  Maryland  in  the  year  1836, 
and  was  ordained  hy  the  same  Classis.  His  first  pastoral  charge  was  the  Millcreek 
charge  in  Slieiiandoah  County,  Va.,  which  he  entered  in  the  spring  of  1837,  and 
served  it  for  two  years.  In  1839  he  became  pastor  of  the  Woodstock  charge. 
After  a  short  pastorate  in  this  field,  he  accepted  a  call  to  the  Glade  charge  in 
Frederick  County,  Md.  Here  he  continued  his  labors  for  eight  years.  From 
this  field  he  removed  to  Manchester,  Carroll  County,  and  extended  his  labors 
during  a  period  of  nine  years.  He  was  subsequently  the  beloved  pastor  of  the 
Jefferson  charge  for  upwards  of  ten  years.  He  next  served  the  Bloomfield  charge 
in  Perry  County,  Pa.,  for  three  years.  For  a  year  and  six  months  he  labored  in 
the  Sulphur  Spring  charge,  near  Carlisle,  Pa.  The  Second  Church  of  Hagerstown, 
Md.,  then  received  his  labor  for  three  years.  And  three  years  of  his  ministry 
were  spent  in  the  Abbottstown  pastorate,  Adams  County,  Pa.  The  last  named 
pastorate  was  the  last  one  of  his  active  ministry.  He  vacated  this  in  order  that 
he  might  recover  his  impaired  health,  and  in  the  spring  of  1880  moved  with  his 
family  to  Frederick,  Md. 

Father  CoUiflower's  ministry  extended  over  a  period  of  about  forty- three  years. 
He  served  generally  large  and  laborious  charges.  He  was  an  earnest,  animated 
l^reacher  of  the  Word.  He  was  very  precise  in  his  labors.  It  was  his  habit  to 
quote  largely  from  the  sacred  Scriptures  in  his  sermons,  and  to  establish  every 
jirominent  point  in  his  discourses  by  the  testimony  of  God.  He  was,  besides, 
esteemed  in  Classis  for  his  carefulness  to  maintain  the  Constitution  of  the  Church, 
and  for  his  ready  knowledge  of  the  same. 

Rev.  W.  F.  Collifiower  died  at  his  home  in  Frederick,  Md.,  on  Sunday,  April 
30th,  1882,  aged  68  years,  2  months,  and  16  days.  His  funeral  sen'ices  took  place 
May  3d,  when  devout  men  carried  him  to  his  burial,  and  his  body  was  committed 
to  rest  in  the  beautiful  Mount  Olivet  Cemetery,  adjoining  the  city  of  his  late 
residence. 

Rev.  Daniel  Gring  was  born  February  8th,  A.  D.  1811,  on  the  banks  of  the 
Tuli>ehocken  Creek,  in  the  vicinity  of  Reading,  Berks  County,  Pa.  An  elder 
brother,  Rev.  John  Gring,  still  living,  had  charge  of  his  theological  training  for 
two  years,  and  two  additional  years  were  sjient  under  the  teaching  of  Rev.  Dr. 
Lewis  Mayer  in  the  Theological  Seminary  at  York,  Pa.  He  was  licensed  to 
preach  the  Gospel  and  was  ordained  to  the  work  of  the  Christian  ministry  in  the 
year  1835.  His  first  pastoral  field  was  the  Paradise  charge,  near  Milton,  Pa.  He 
remained  the  pastor  of  this  charge  for  eighteen  years.  In  1853  he  entered  upon 
the  pastorate  of  the  Shrewsbury  charge,  York  County,  Pa.,  which  he  served  for 
a  period  of  twenty-seven  years.  These  two  fields  of  ministerial  labor  were  the 
only  pastorates  of" his  prolonged  service  in  the  ministry  of  the  Church. 

Father  Gring  died  in  York,  Pa.,  May  31st,  1882,  aged  71  years,  3  months,  and 
23  days.  He  had  removed  to  York  about  a  year  previous  to  his  death,  having 
retired  from  the  active  duties  of  the  ministry,  by  reason  of  physical  affliction, 
for  about  two  years.  The  funeral  services  were  held  June  4th,  in  Trinity 
Reformed  Church  of  York.  Ministerial  brethren  were  his  pall-bearers.  His 
mortal  remains  lie  entombed  in  Prospect  Hill  Cemetery,  which  overlooks  the 
thriving  town  of  York.  He  was  a  man  of  humble  mien  and  retired  habits.  He 
had  much  less  regard  to  outward  show  than  he  had  to  purity  of  heart  and  the 
power  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  He  was  a  truly  sincere  man.  He  was  an  efficient  and 
successful  minister.  Our  departed  brother  has  perpetuated  his  honorable  family 
name  on  our  ministerial  roll  by  having  given  two  of  his  sons  in  the  flesh  to  our 
Lord's  ministry, — Rev.  W.  A.  Gring,  late  pastor  of  the  Emmittsburg  charge,  and 
Rev.  A.  D.  Gring,  foreign  missionary  in  Tokio,  Japan. 

It  is  cause  for  devout  gratitude  to  the  Church  that  Fathers  Collifiower  and 
Gring  were  permitted  to  continue  so  long  among  us,  and  prosecute  their  labors  to 
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a  good  age,  ami  until,  by  wisdom  and  experience,  they  were  ripe  for  the  eternal 
world.  It  was,  no  douht,  a  gratification  to  thcin  to  liave  witnessed  the  ]irogre.ss 
of  our  beloved  Zion,  and  her  institutions  of  learning  and  i)iety,  from  a  very 
humble  beginning  to  their  extension  and  ))ros])erity,  from  tlie  time  that  they  first 
heard  the  voice  of  the  Lord  to  feed  His  sheej),  until  wearied  from  labor  and  faint 
from  disease  tliey  laid  aside  the  shepherd's  crook  at  the  close  of  a  well-s])cnt  life. 
God  give  us  grace  to  learn  wisdom  and  take  courage  from  the  success  of  the 
faithful,  and  "enable  us  to  follow  their  faith,  that  we  may  enter  at  death  into 
their  joy,  and  so  abide  with  them  in  rest  and  jieace  till  ])oth  they  and  we  shall 
reach  our  common  consumnuition  of  redemjjtion  and  bliss  in  the  glorious  resur- 
rection of  the  last  day.     Amen." 

Respectfully  submitted, 

H.  WiSSLER,  Chairman. 


ARTICLE  XXIII. 
RESUMPTION    AND    CLOSE. 

The  following  resolutions  were  moved  and  unanimously  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Synod  are  hereby  returned  to  the  pastor  and 
members  of  Christ  Reformed  Church  and  other  citizens  of  Altoona  who  have  so 
kindly  and  hospitably  entertained  the  members  of  the  Synod,  and  also  to  the 
organist  of  the  church  for  her  constant  services  in  the  music  of  our  sessions,  and 
that  the  pastor  be  requested  to  read  this  resolution  at  the  morning  service  on  next 
Sunday. 

Resolved,  That  the  Stated  Clerk  extend  the  thanks  of  the  Synod  to  the  Penn- 
sylvania Railroad,  Northern  Central  Railway,  and  Cumberland  Valley  Railroad 
Companies  for  the  favor  of  reduced  rates  of  tare  over  their  respective  roails. 

The  Synodical  Roll  was  then  called,  and  the  Elders  H.  Shoenfelt,  A. 
J.  Wisegarver,  and  E.  Bartol  failed  to  respond  to  the  call  of  their  names, 
and  were  accordingly  noted  as  absent  without  excuse. 

The  minutes  were  then  read  finally  and  approved,  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed. 

ARTICLE  XXIV. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

The  following  resolutions  were  adopted,  during  the  session  of  Monday 
morning,  namely: 

Resolved,  That  when  the  Synod  adjoui-ns  finally,  it  be  to  meet  in  annual  sessions 
in  the  Reformed  Church  of  Newton,  C;itawba  County,  North  Carolina,  on  Wed- 
nesilay  evening,  October  17th,  A.  D.  fss.i,  at  7  o'clock". 

Resolved,  That  the  next  annual  meeting  of  the  Synod  be  tn  General  Convention. 

The  Synod  adjourned  finally  on  Monday  evening  at  9  o'clock,  October 
16th,  with  repeating  the  Apostles'  Creed,  .singing  the  Gloria  in  Excelsis, 
joining  in  the  Lord's  Prayer,  singing  the  Doxology,  and  Apostolic 
Benediction  by  the  President. 

N.  H.  SKYLES,  President. 

Wm.  M.  DEATRICK,  Stated  Clerk. 

Official  copy  from  the  original  minutes. 

Wm.  M.  DEATRICK,  Stated  Clerk. 
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